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Paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Two tired men came through the city gates.  They were strangers to this place, and they were tired from traveling.  To look at them you would have noticed some differences in their appearances from the inhabitants of the city, but not enough to raise any kind of suspicion.  After all, traders came and went from the city on a regular basis.  

But these two had another mission in mind.  There were in the city to garner information.  Upon inquiring were lodging was to be found, they were directed to a certain place of resting.  And in that city, as well as many others of the time, there were generally two places of lodging:  the caravansary, in which many travelers rested, or the local inn, which was used by the locals for less savory pursuits.   

This place suited the strangers for two purposes.  First, they needed a place to rest.  Second, they needed a place where they could hear the gossip and business of the city.  And this place, run by Rahab was the best place in town to accomplish their purposes. Because these men were spies. 

No doubt, besides having lodging there, food was also served to those who could not or did not want to go home.  I can imagine while the men were eating, that someone became suspicious of them and ran to tell the king of the town that there were spies at Rahab’s place.

It was not long before men from the king came rushing into the inn, asking Rahab about the two strangers who had been seen there.

Somehow, Rahab knew that this would happen and had taken the precaution of hiding the men under some flax drying on the roof of the inn.  

When questioned, she acknowledged that there had been some men there, but by now they had surely passed out through the gates and were on their way back to the Israelite camp by now.  

When the king’s men had left, Rahab went up to the top of the house and had a conversation with the spies.  

Joshua 2: 
9  and said to the men: "I know that the LORD has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you.

10  "For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.

11  "And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

12  "Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father's house, and give me a true token,

13  "and spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death."
You are familiar with the story.  The promise was made that she and all of her relatives that would be in her house at the time of the taking of Jericho would be saved.  And they were.
Rahab is mentioned 3 places in the New Testament.  The first is incidental, as the lineage of Christ is given.

The others are more interesting.

Hebrews 11: 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.

Here in the faith chapter, two women are mentioned by name.  One is Sarah, the wife of the Patriarch.  The other is Rahab, the harlot who believed, as opposed to the rest of the city who did not believe in God.

How do I know she believed in God?  Look back at Joshua 2:11.  There Rahab states clearly: for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. 

She was not just afraid like the rest of the city.  She had determined that the God of the Hebrews was the God that she would put her faith in.

The next reference to Rahab is in James.

James 2:22  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?

23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.

24  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

25  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?

26  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

As we put these two passages together we find that Rahab believed, and that because of her belief, she lived her belief in action.  I believe that is safe to say that Jehovah led her in paths of righteousness. 

This is an interesting concept in that Rahab, as she was referred to over and over, was not a person whom we would consider the most righteous type of person.

I can just imagine what would happen in the church today if I referred to any of the sisters as ________ the harlot.  If it were true, she would be shunned.  If it were false, I would probably at minimum, be hit with a heavy purse.  

Yet, Rahab gets high marks in the Bible, even to the point of being one of the women specifically recorded as being in the lineage of Jesus Christ himself.  

Now let me hasten to say, that whatever occupation that she had in Jericho, her life changed for the better, as she married a man names Salman, a son 

of a leader in Judah, and became the great-great-grandmother of King David, who in turn was an ancestor of Jesus.
“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness, for His name’s sake.”
How do we see this working in the life of Rahab?

As Rahab heard the events surrounding the movements of the Israelites, the Holy Spirit impressed her not only with the strength of the God of Israel, but also of the true Godliness of the God of Israel.  She came to understand, in her way, that he was a righteous God, the only true God, and the God that she had already determined in her heart to serve before the spies even arrived.  

And I believe that those 2 spies were led to Rahab, because she had already begun to follow her Shepherd in the paths of righteousness.  

What are those paths in which our Lord desires to lead us?  How do we find them?

Proverbs 2 gives us an idea.

2:1  My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you,

2  So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding;

3  Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding,

4  If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures;

5  Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God.

6  For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;

7  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;

8  He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints.

9  Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path.

10  When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul,

11  Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you,

12  To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things,

13  From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of darkness;

14  Who rejoice in doing evil, And delight in the perversity of the wicked;

15  Whose ways are crooked, And who are devious in their paths;

16  To deliver you from the immoral woman, From the seductress who flatters with her words,

17  Who forsakes the companion of her youth, And forgets the covenant of her God.

18  For her house leads down to death, And her paths to the dead;

19  None who go to her return, Nor do they regain the paths of life;

20  So you may walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of righteousness.
21  For the upright will dwell in the land, And the blameless will remain in it; (remnant)
22  But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it. 
The 23rd Psalm does not tell us that he shows us the path of righteousness.  It says that he leads us in it.  It is for our own good, and for our own safety that we are to follow him in those paths.  
What are the key words in Proverbs 2?

We should:

Receive, treasure, cry out for, incline our ear to, seek and search for, the path of righteousness.  

If we do God will help us understand and find wisdom and knowledge.  We will be kept, preserved, guarded, delivered, and will be the remnant.
Proverbs 2:20  (again) So you may walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of righteousness.

We are not just to find the path of righteousness.  We are to abide in it.  Walk in it.  Keep it.  

Rehab is a beautiful example of this.  She was led by the Holy Spirit to accept Jehovah as her God.  But this was not just an assent to a fact. It was the beginning of a life long relationship that changed her life forever, and flowed eventually into the physical body of our Savior.  

By faith, and led by the Spirit, she chose the path of righteousness, and as far as scripture tells us, walked in that path for the rest of her life.

But that is not the whole story.

“He leads me in the paths of righteousness….”  Why?   “For His name's sake.”

Brothers and sisters, here is where many of us fall short.  We are not called to the righteous path to glorify ourselves.  We are not called to the path of righteousness to demonstrate how effective our righteousness is in changing us or those around us.  We are not even called into the path of righteousness primarily so that we might have a better life.  

We are called into the path of righteousness to bring glory to the Shepherd’s name.  Our privilege, our duty, our honor is to live our lives in such a way that when someone looks at us, they praise the goodness of the Lord in working with a loathsome sinner.

I hate to give you the bad news, but if you are trying to walk in the path of righteousness without glorifying the Shepherd, you are a deceived sinner.  

When someone talks of you, do they say, “There goes a religious nut,” (now I recognize that some people will say that regardless) or will they say, “There goes a man or woman that has been touched by the finger of God.”

Believe me, a sinner can tell the difference.  Sometimes better than a righteous person.

Now taking into consideration all of what we have talked about so far, let’s look at a New Testament individual and observe his walk.

I have chosen John the Apostle.

Here, instead a harlot, we find an apostle of Jesus.  A man who had been raised a religious person, whom, if we were to meet him, would consider him to be a “good” person.  A much better person altogether than Rahab.  

John was quite confident that he was among the righteous and walking in the paths of righteousness.  
The first we see of John is when Jesus called him.  He immediately he put down his nets and followed Jesus.  I guess that you could say that he was being led in the path of righteousness.
John was one of the three who Jesus felt particularly close to.  He was on the mount of trans- figuration, and was one of only 3 to see Jesus in his glory.  That would indicate he was following in the path of righteousness.  

He was keenly in the future events and the happenings of the kingdom of heaven, though he didn’t even understand what Jesus was trying to tell him after the resurrection. 

On the other hand, Jesus himself gave James and John the name “Sons of Thunder.”  That does not sound too positive.
John tried to get Jesus to prevent others from casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and Jesus rebuked him.  

James and John had once come to Jesus and asked for special favors for the two of them in the kingdom of God.  That didn’t make any good will with the other disciples.

He couldn’t stay awake to pray with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.

When some Samaritans refused Jesus and the disciple’s hospitality, John was ready to call down fire and destroy them. 

And John, along with all the other disciples, denied Jesus in the Garden, though he did come back to the court to be as close to Jesus as he could be.

 The question is, who walked the path of righteousness the most carefully from the information that we have?  Was it the harlot, or the disciple?  
We need to move on, because we do not yet have enough information.  
Let’s look at John after the resurrection of Jesus.  John is in the temple healing people in the name of Jesus.  John is in the temple with the disciples praying.  John is leading out in the affairs of the new church.  John is speaking with an educated boldness that amazed the priests and scribes.  Peter and John stand up to the rulers and declare that they will follow Christ instead of the rules and regulations of man.  It was John that welcomed the news of the gospel to the Gentiles, it was John that was given the Revelation of Jesus on the Isle of Patmos, and it was John who became known for writing about the love that Jesus had for his people.
At the first, John had been following Jesus physically.  In the end, John was following Jesus spiritually.  He began by Jesus side.  He ended with Jesus in his heart.  

It took him over 3 ½ years to reach the heart condition of Rahab that she had developed as she listened to the news being discussed in her inn.  

But they both ended up their lives living in such a way as to bring glory and honor to their Lord.

And that is what it is all about.

Our past makes no difference to God.  The best that we can do is filthy rags in the eyes of God.  But God calls us anyway.  He wants to lead us out of the morass that we life in, and brings into a new life.  

But we must always remember, we are called to the paths of righteousness first to bring honor to God, and as a result of that, we will experience all kinds of blessings: spiritual, physical, and emotional.   
Those paths can lead through many places.  We will look at that next time.  But we will only be led through paths that glorify God.

Are you living your life with the thought in mind of bringing glory to God?   Is that your greatest desire?

If it is, just bow your heads a moment and communicate that with your maker, and ask him for the help to follow through.

A  23:1  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
B  2  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters.
C  3  He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake.

C  4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
B1  5  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;    

You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
A1  6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.
23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not want.
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters.

3 He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life;
 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

