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23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

Today as we wrap up the studies on the 23rd Psalm, I hope that you can look back and say that in some way this series has brought you comfort. My original premise was that the 23rd Psalm goes beyond the comfort that is often sought when trials and tribulations arise. I believe that the 23rd Psalm is a message of comfort to those who have determined to make Jehovah their God in these end times. It tells us that our Creator, Redeemer, and Shepherd has already provided everything that we need, and will continue to do so as verse 6 tells us.

I also believe that as we face the worst that Satan and his evil angels can throw at us, we can find solace in these inspired words of David. The first thing that the enemy would try to do to us is to convince us that God does not care. That God is not aware. And that God is not there.

The entire Psalm is a refutation of that heresy. From Deuteronomy to Hebrews, 7 times we are told that God will not leave us or forsake us. There are many times that we do not FEEL that God is there. But we can take by faith the promises that we find in the Word of God, and hang on to them for dear life. We can truly safely stand on the promises of God.
I want to remind you briefly of the Chiastic structure of this Psalm. In this structure, verse 1 is parallel to verse 6.

23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD  Forever. 

Furthermore we can break this down and say that:

"The Lord is my Shepherd" is matched to "Goodness and mercy shall follow me……" and "I shall not want" is matched to "I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever."

Let us begin with an examination of the first couplet. The Lord is my Shepherd……
Goodness and mercy will follow me, all of the days of my life. (forever)

The name for God translated "LORD" is Jehovah. If you can remember waaaay back, before many of you were here, we looked at some of the most-used names of God in the Old Testament. BTW, those are on the Mt View website on the sermons page at the bottom.

Jehovah God is the God who is love, but is also the righteous judge of evil, where ever it exists, at whatever cost, whether to the creature or creator. The name Jehovah comes from the Hebrew words, "to be", and means "One who is what He is." Here we find the substance of the well known words to Moses, I AM THAT I AM. So we find that Jehovah is the expression of God's being.

He tells His people, "Be holy, for I am holy.", and the angels surrounding the throne constantly cry out "Holy, holy, holy." We are told that He loves righteousness and hates iniquity.

Now moving on, we find that Goodness and Mercy are the parallel to "The Lord."

This is very easy to demonstrate in the Old Testament.

Exodus 34: 6 And the LORD passed before him and  proclaimed, "The LORD (Jehovah), the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and  truth.

7 "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's  children to the third and the fourth generation." 

4 Exodus 33: 19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD (Jehovah) before thee; and will be gracious to whom I  will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 

Psalm 33: 5 He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. (Jehovah) 

Psalm 25: 7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, 0 LORD. (Jehovah) 

These texts demonstrate that the qualities of goodness, (righteous judge) and mercy (the one who loves) spoken of in these verses are the same qualities that are demonstrated in the concept of Jehovah or YHWH.

As a matter of fact, as you look back over the texts, you will see, whether you are in the King James or the New King James, that the word LORD is in all capital letters. This is the translation of the Divine name Jehovah. So we piece together some more meaning to this Psalm.

So the Good Shepherd that is referred to in the first verse has more of His qualities displayed

However, in our Psalm it says that Goodness and Mercy will follow us. Not lead us. Now I spent some time with this. The scripture is full of calls to follow goodness, truth, etc. Jesus repeatedly told people to follow him. God's people were repeatedly told over and over not to follow idols. The whole camp or Israel followed the Pillar of Fire/Cloud.

Paul wrote: 2 Thess 3;7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among You;

8 nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you
9 not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.

But that is not what the Psalm says. It says that Goodness and Mercy will follow the saints. This is exactly backwards from what we would expect. As a matter of fact it is different from virtually every other call for following. But it is not a call. It is a statement of condition.

Every where the follower of the Shepherd goes, he leaves in his wake a trail of goodness and mercy. Just like we leave a scent behind us when we move about that a trained dog can follow, likewise, as we move from place to place, from situation to situation, the essence of Godliness, the traits of Jehovah is left behind us.

2 Chronicles describes this to some extent.

2 Chronicles 6: 41 Now therefore arise, 0 LORD  (Jehovah) God (Eloheim,) into thy resting place, thou, and the ark of thy strength: let thy priests, 0 LORD God, be clothed  with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in goodness. 

But that verse does not tell the whole story. There is only one other text of scripture that gives us insight on Psalm 23:6. That is found in a passage very familiar to Seventh-day Adventists.

Revelation 14: 12 Here is the patience of the saints., here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." 

This text describes those who have experienced the green pastures, who have drunk of the still waters, who have been restored, who have walked in the paths of righteousness, who have walked through the valley of the shadow, who have experienced the anointing, and who have experienced the joy of the overflowing cup of salvation. The faith of these people, these saints is a faith that continues to leave it's sweet perfume floating behind them as an incentive, as a guide to the paths of righteousness, where others may experience the same transformation and mercy that the righteous have known.

It is not only Jehovah's goodness that follows them. It is also his mercy. Too often, we aim to be good, but forget to be merciful. Once again let's look at:

Exodus 34: 6 And the LORD passed before him and said, “The Lord, (Jehovah), the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth,

7 "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation."

In Isaiah we get a practical example of how Jehovah is merciful to his people reminiscent of the 23rd Psalm.

Isaiah 49: 10 They shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither heat nor sun shall strike them, For He who has mercy on them will lead them, Even by the springs of water He will guide them.

Because of our sin, God has every right to destroy us. But instead he is merciful.

Isaiah 63: 7 I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD And the praises of the LORD, According to all that the LORD has bestowed on us, And the great goodness toward the house of Israel, Which He has bestowed on them according to His mercies, According to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses.

8 For He said, "Surely they are My people, Children who will not lie." So He became their Savior.

9 In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved them; In His love and in His pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried them All the days of old.

10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; So He turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them.

11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and his people, saying: "Where is He who brought them up out of the sea With the shepherd of His flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within them,

Now there are some people who do not really want mercy. Let me rephrase that. There are some people who do not really want mercy for other people. I firmly believe that every person wants mercy for himself.
Mercy is mentioned over 280 times in the Bible, and most refer to God. Mercy is not just one of several characteristics; it is the essence of his desire. In the Most Holy place of the Sanctuary, that one place that represents the throne of God is called the Mercy Seat.

As a matter of fact, the very center of the Sanctuary service was the Mercy Seat. It was the place above which the Shekinah dwelt. It was the central figure in the Day of Atonement services. So I believe that God has made it clear to us that he is interested in mercy. He is invested in mercy.
The phrase "His mercy endures forever," is found 41 times in Scripture particularly Psalm 136.

Quickly now, "All of the days of our lives." There will be good days, and there will be bad days. We are sheep of the Shepherd, we are children of the King, day by day whether we feel like it or not. This is because we are in an ongoing relationship with the Shepherd. And we are defined by our final destination. We are citizens of another world.

We must move on. "I shall not want." "I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

This word dwell is interesting. It can mean to settle down in marriage, to tarry, to linger, to keep house. As you might hear it in the South, "Why don't you sit down and stay a while?"

Do you see something here? We have seen how we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. But we will dwell in the house of Jehovah, forever. The evil we will have to cope with. We will have to eat in the presence of our enemies. However we live in the presence of God. We are dwelling in the house of God in the green pastures. We are dwelling in the house of God as we walk through the valley of the shadow.

It is our final destination that defines everything we do as we live in the house of God moving through a world that hates us.

I am a Christian because I am on the way to another land. More than that, I am a Christian because I am deeply devoted to my Shepherd who cares for my every real need, and some imagined needs. I am a Christian because His goodness has filled my heart and it overflows and follows me wherever I go.

How is Christ's goodness reflected in the lives of his people?

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Ephesians 5: 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),

10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

Finally, the word "forever."

What we see here is ephemeral. It does not exist in the reality of eternity. Everything that we are used to will soon be gone as eternity gobbles up time. We are to live for eternity, not time. I know it is hard to imagine. We can only see it by faith. But eternal reality is totally unlike what we perceive as reality. So how do we prepare?

Once again, our promise countdown.

James 2: 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Matthew 5: 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.

Titus 3:1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work,

2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.

3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.

4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,

5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Ephesians 2: 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Micah 6: 8 He has shown you, 0 man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?

Hebrews 4: 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

I Peter 1: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Here is the patience of the saints.......

Please bow your heads.

Is it your desire today to have mercy? Is it your desire to live in goodness? Do you wish to experience the peace of living in eternity as we walk through time? You can. And you are called to do just that. The Good Shepherd is calling you right now to put down your burdens and become part of his flock.

If you choose to answer him "Yes, Lord, I want to be part of your flock. I want to live the faith life that you have already given me," would you just raise your hand.

Benediction:

2 Thessalonians 1: 11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power,

12 that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

