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One of the more challenging experiences that I have experienced in my life was driving in England.  It was not the narrow roads. It was not the blind curves.  It wasn't even the hedgerows that closely abutted the road.  One of which kept me from rolling off a embankment,

The biggest challenge was turning corners.  

Now that is something that I do over and over again here without any trouble.  

But the problem in Britain was this.  Which lane do I go into when I make the turn.  This was even harder with a 4 lane highway.  And entering and leaving freeways.  All of that seemed strange.  It was like living a life looking at everything in a mirror.

On foot since it was slower, it was not as difficult.

But one thing I had pounded into my head.  I had read about it and was warned about it.  Before you step into the street, look both ways.

Now that is good advice.  But there is more to it than that.  

Stop and think just a minute.  When you are at a crosswalk, which way do you look first? 

You probably look to your left first, because that is where the traffic comes from if you are crossing in the U.S.  

Every year Americans get injured in England when they look to the left, then step into the street only to be hit by a car coming from the right.

So it is good advice that when you are in England, do as the English do.

By the way, I made it a habit to look each way twice just to be sure.  And I didn't get hit obviously.

Now I expect that you expect me to make a spiritual lesson out of this, so I will not disappoint you.

There is an important truth that many people never learn about Christian faith.  To be a balanced Christian you need to look both ways.

There are Christians that look exclusively to the past.  They may call themselves Old Testament Christians.  They hold on to the rituals and feasts of the ancient worship.  Which in itself is not necessarily bad.  (though can be)

Then you have the Christians who call themselves New Testament Christians.  They reject most of the past, and state that they base their beliefs only on the New Testament.  Some go further and for all practical purposes do away with everybody except the words of Jesus, or the writings of Paul.  These people fail to understand the rich theme of salvation throughout the Old Testament.

I would hope that as balanced Seventh-day Adventists that we would be looking in both directions.  If we aren't, we are going to end up getting run over by the enemy, and having spiritual injuries.

To make things simple, let's use terms that are generally familiar.  Let's use the 10 Commandment law as the symbol of the Old Testament.  This would not be considered uncommon.

On the other hand, let us use the gospel, which includes the sacrifice, resurrection, and ascention of Jesus as the symbol of the New Testament.  This would not be considered uncommon, either.  

Actually, from our standpoint, all of this is looking back.  So let's take it a step further.  

Let's keep the Old Testament as the symbol of the Law.

Let's use the culmination of the gospel as the second coming, which it is.

The Christian today should stand exactly between the two, holding each in equal, though different, importance.

Have you ever considered what the name Seventh-day Adventist really implies?  Just exactly what we have just been discussing.

The Seventh-day part of our name ties us to the past and gives us a firm foundation.  The Sabbath is a symbol of God's law, and reminds us to remember.  Not just a day, but God's desire for a world that worships Him supremely, and loves each other wholly.  

The law reminds us that there is a God who does not change.  Up today will be up tomorrow.  Gravity will hold.  Murder is wrong.  God blessed relationships are sacred.  And on and on.  Would not someone who loves God supremely be interested in honoring his desires?

So the Old Testament is about relationships.  In fact, even the language itself is more interested in relationships than time.

Now let's address the Adventist part of our name.  This part of our name tells the world that we are a people who not only look to the past for our foundation, but we also look to the future as our deliverance.  For Adventist, as you know refers to the blessed hope of the soon, physical return of our Lord to take us to be with him.  This was all made possible by the life, ministry, sacrifice, resurrection and ascention of Jesus.

So Adventists look at the New Testament in the symbol of the second coming of Jesus Christ our Lord.

So how do we tie the two together?

Take a short detour with me.

Very few people believe that everyone is going to heaven regardless of how they live.  Though I will admit I never heard of anyone being preached to hell at a funeral.  No matter what is said in the service, the judgment of how a person lived is based on the conversations and truths that are discussed between the funeral home and the cemetery.  

So we really down deep inside know that how we live our lives is important to God, and to the people around us.

There is one mistake that people make by looking to the past.  They want to live totally in it.  They idolize it.  

There are people who worship the 10 Commandment law.  But the Christian is never called to do that.  If the first 4 Commandments tell us anything, it is that nothing, no one, no idea, no time, can be worshipped except for God.  The only one or thing who is worthy of worship is God.

And the last 6 Commandments remind us that since we all belong to God, we are to take care of each other too, since we are all God's property.  

If we forget what the past is really trying to tell us, we miss what the future is trying to give us.

Jesus, in Matthew 25 makes it clear that those who are doing things for Him are doing that thing for others.  Or to put it the other way, those who are doing things in a natural spirit of love and concern, are doing those things for Jesus.

And it is those people who have their feet strongly on the rock of God's law of love who are the ones who will welcome the return of the Lord they love and love to serve.

There is nothing more to be desired than the second coming of Jesus.  That event and a new world without sin, pain, or disharmony is the blessed hope.  In a word, restoration.  Restoration to that perfect state of mankind before sin brought separation.

For me, that is the significance of our name.  Seventh-day:  Rooted in the unchangeable nature of God.  Adventist:  Reaching for the ideal that God holds out for us.  A life that loves like he loves.  A life that lives like he lives.  A life that gives like he gives.  A life that will be endless, eternal, immortal, beautiful, exciting, growing, and did I say, eternal? 

Brothers and sisters, friends, that is what Seventh-day Adventist means to me.  It proclaims, "O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come."

What's in a name?  Sometimes more than meets the eye.  So the next time you think of the name Seventh-day Adventist, remember this talk.

By taking that name, I humbly announce myself as a child of the King.  Looking both ways.  Rejoicing in each.  Celebrating the love of my God.  Standing firm on the foundation that is eternal and changeless.  Reaching out expectantly to the glorious appearing of our Lord who will once and for all times set things back as they should be.

Is there anyone here today who desires to claim that name for themselves?

