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Charging the Jaws of Death
As we begin today, I want to do a very quick review of the events leading up to our study today.  

In chapter 9 Jesus heals the blind man at Siloam.  It deals with belief vs. unbelief.  Chapter 10 begins with teaching about how Jesus is the one to believe in, and how those who believe will respond.  

Chapter 11 opens with Jesus' most spectacular sign.  The rulers had continually asked for a sign.  They were given one that would test their belief – a rotting corpse renewed to life.  The chapter ends with the plot to kill Jesus thickening.
In Chapter 12, we find that beautiful story of what believing does for a person, and the grateful response of a loving heart which can not give too much.  Very likely knowing of the plot to kill Jesus, Mary clearly marks out on whose side she stands.

We also see how an ungrateful heart responds.
For more on this I would recommend that you read Chapter 63 in D.A. 
That brings us to the verses we start with today.
9  Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 
10  But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 
11  because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. John 12:9-11 (NKJV)
We see that the hatred of the Jews towards Jesus led to the obvious conclusion.  If only Jesus were killed, Lazarus remained.  The people were coming to see this evidence of Jesus' messiaship.  Therefore Lazarus would have to be done away with also, after which, no doubt, the story would be spread that he had not really been resurrected, or that he only appeared to be there, or some other fabrication.

The Sadducees had another reason to want Lazarus dead:  They did not believe in the resurrection, and they WERE NOT going to believe in the resurrection even if it stared into their face.  

In their counsels, the Sanhedrin had already determined when they would arrest Jesus, but they didn't want it to be during the Passover because they did not want to be ritually unclean, and secondly, because they did not want a lot of people who believed in Jesus around.  After Passover, Jerusalem would empty out, and things would be easier to control.

However, one thing was beyond their control, and that was Jesus.  

The day after Mary anointed him for his death, Jesus takes matters into his own hand.  Over and over again Jesus had recognized that his time had NOT YET come.  Several times before Jesus had made it clear that his time was not yet.  But I believe through his study of Daniel, and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit he knew that now was the time.
From this point we are going to compile the narrations of all of the gospels into our story.

First we will do a narrative and then we will do an analysis.  
Why did Jesus do what he did, what did it mean then, and what does it mean now?

1.  Jesus leaves Bethany, and tells the disciples to find a colt and it's mother.  When they find them, when questioned, they respond, "The Lord needs them."  Perhaps the owners were followers of Jesus already, but regardless the animals are given without hesitation

2.  The disciples throw their outer garments on both of the animals, because they did not know which one Jesus would use.  Jesus choose the colt and they help him get on.  Matthew and John see the fulfillment of Zachariah 9:9  "...  your king is coming mounted on the colt of an ass."
There was special significance here.  Besides the prophecy, there was another factor.  Jesus was not coming as a mighty warrior.  A warrior would have been in a chariot or on a magnificent stallion.  Jesus chooses to come in on a colt of a donkey.  The most common of transportation.  He came as prince of peace, not a general of war.  

But there was one thing that was clear.  For the first time ever, Jesus let the crowds proclaim him king.  True, his kingdom was not of this world, but he accepted the accolades for the first time.  

Jesus knew what the result would be.  It would bring about the sequence of events that he had come to accomplish from the first.  
3.  The people from Bethany that accompany Jesus spread their garments and branches from trees to prepare the way of the king.  They did not have any expensive gifts as Mary did, but they did what they could.  There is a lot of excitement in the crowd.  The resurrection of Lazarus was in everyone's mind.  That sign was more important than the feeding of the 5000.  No more death!  Imagine the possibilities.
To make the connection even clearer, Jesus had Lazarus lead the donkey that he was sitting on.  Here, together, were the two greatest fears of the Pharisees.  Also here were the embodiment of the hopes and desires of the downtrodden multitudes.  
4.  There was a large multitude in Jerusalem on that Sunday, preparing for Passover. The estimates range from 2.5 million (unlikely) to 150, 000 pilgrims in Jerusalem during Passover.  They had heard of Lazarus' resurrection, and that Jesus was heading to Jerusalem.  They surge forth from Jerusalem, cut palm fronds to wave in joy and excitement, and head towards Bethany to welcome the Messiah.  

In scripture the palm tree was a symbol of the righteousness and spiritual vigor of God's children.  As they waved the branches about and shook them they were expressing joy and triumph.  Now at last it seemed that victory over the Romans would be assured.  If Jesus could raise the dead, could he not lead Israel to independence once again?  
And was not this king was different?  He came, not accompanied by a long line of chained weeping prisoners.  Instead, accompanied by a joyous, singing, happy group of people praising God.  Not with the stamping feet of thousands or soldiers, but with singing and joy.
Their shouts of Hosanna and the rattling of the palm fronds expressed their joy over the victory and prosperity that the multitude was expecting under the rulership of their messiah-king.  

Their minds were perhaps remembering Psalm 118: 
25  Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 
26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. Psalm 118:25-26 (NKJV)
5.  The two crowds meet and continue together towards Jerusalem.  The people, with the exception of the hostile leaders, begin praising God.
9  Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!'  Ps 118:26
10  Blessed is the kingdom of our father David That comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" Mark 11:9-10 (NKJV)
6.  Those who saw the resurrection of Lazarus are excitedly sharing the story, and the crowd continues to increase in enthusiasm.  Many in the crowd seeing Jesus on a donkey, would have remembered the prophecies and applied them to Jesus.   
7.  The Pharisees, barely able to contain themselves, appeal to Jesus to stop it.  Jesus responds, "I tell you if these were silent, the very stones would cry out."
8.  Suddenly the city comes into view.  Jesus knows the selfish motives of the crowd, knowing that most are not interested in a spiritual savior, but rather a deliverer from Rome, bursts out in tears.  In his mind he can see the destruction that is to come upon Jerusalem, the siege works, the crosses that are a thick forest around the city, and the ultimate destruction of the walls, the palaces, and the temple itself.
Jesus said: 42  ... "If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
43  For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44  and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." Luke 19:42-44 (NKJV) 
9.  As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the entire city is stirred up. Seeing Jesus riding on a donkey the question reverberates, "Who is this man?"

"He is the Prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee."
10.  Jesus enters the temple, once again cleanses it, and begins healing the blind and the lame.

11.  The children begin to shout, "Hosanna to the son of David."  Again the priests and scribes try to get Jesus to stop them.  His response is: 
 "Yes. Have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?" Matthew 21:16 (NKJV)
12.  Evidently the leaders have a bit of a quarrel among themselves.  
19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, "You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!" John 12:19 (NKJV)

It would seem that there was a split on what to do about Jesus.  Now the hard liners make their point.  You had your way.  See where it has gotten us.   

13.  Jesus goes back to Bethany for the night.

14.  When they were able to look back on the event, the disciples recognized that it had been a fulfillment of prophecy.  

All of this took place on the Sunday before the Passover when Jesus was to be sacrificed.

Up until this point, Jesus had shied away from public spectacles.  He had moved about, keeping the leaders off balance.  He had told many of those he healed not to say who did it.  He had on several occasions indicated that it was not his time.

What is different this time?  

We find that Jesus is taking control of the events now.  As we said before, the Sanhedrin had planned Jesus' death after Passover.

But they were not in control.  Jesus was.

His entry into Jerusalem was a declaration that he was taking events into his own hands, that he was the true Messiah that those of faith longed for.  Jesus did not stumble into his death.  He marched straight to it.  
The triumphal entry was a bold and calculated declaration by Jesus.  When he finished, no one in Jerusalem could say that they didn't know anything about him.  
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, he was staring death in the face, and defying it.  He knew the prophecies, he knew that time, that it was the right time.  His time had finally come.  He would face it because of you and me. The rulers rather than being in charge, were more spectators in the events than their supposed leadership would indicate.  
He came into Jerusalem as it's king, and they could not stop him.  He accepted the adoration of the people, and they could not stop him.  He cleansed the temple, and they could not stop him.  He healed the sick, and they could not stop him.  He let the children sing hosannas, and they could not stop him.  He headed for a victorious death, and they could not stop him.  And he came forth from the grave on the third day.....  and they could not stop him. 

And brothers and sisters, he is coming again, and no one is going to stop him, though I have no doubt some will try.

He marched straight into the jaws of death for me.  He did that for me. He did that for you.  What do you say to that?  Will you accept him, and make him your Savior? Will you accept that assault on the plans of man on your behalf?  
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