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Job 1:1-22 (NKJV) 
1  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil. 
2  And seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 
3  Also, his possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East. 
4  And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 
5  So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, "It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." Thus Job did regularly. 
6  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 
7  And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." 
8  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?" 
9  So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing? 
10  Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 
11  But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!" 
12  And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person." So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
13  Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house; 
14  and a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 
15  when the Sabeans raided them and took them away--indeed they have killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!" 
16  While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I alone have escaped to tell you!" 
17  While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the camels and took them away, yes, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!" 
18  While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, 
19  and suddenly a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and I alone have escaped to tell you!" 
20  Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 
21  And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD." 
22  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong. 

Job 2:1-13 (NKJV) 
1  Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 
2  And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." 
3  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause." 
4  So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. 
5  But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!" 
6  And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life." 
7  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 
►►8  And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. 
►►9  Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!" 
10  But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
►►11  Now when Job's three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his own place--Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. For they had made an appointment together to come and mourn with him, and to comfort him. 
12  And when they raised their eyes from afar, and did not recognize him, they lifted their voices and wept; and each one tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his head toward heaven. 
13  So they sat down with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great. 

►►He does not know why these things are happening.  The mistake that Job makes is that he assumes the whole thing is centered around him.  
The mistake that his friends make is the same.  

So the Book of Job begins pealing back the layers of questions:  Is there a God? What is his character?  Does he do evil?  Does he reward good?

As we begin our look at Adventism, we are going to start with the basic, basics of religion, then Christianity, and then Adventism.

►►The fundamental question is this: "Is there a spiritual element in the universe?"
The next obvious question is "Is this element good, evil, or neutral?"
Virtually everyone except for hard-core atheists will state a belief that there is a spiritual element, or being, or beings in the universe.  That force or being may be called the innate force of nature.  It may be called aliens.  It may be called mother nature.  Or it may be called God.  In each case, once a force, or power, or whatever it is known, is identified, it becomes worthy of worship.  
Pagans of antiquity ago would look at the sky and see gods in the sun, moon, and stars and worship them.  Animists would see that power in animals, and attribute to them supernatural characteristics.  The Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians created gods in their image, and gave them the power of the mighty and the weaknesses and morality of the lowest humans.  
Today's evolutionist worships the miraculous abilities of natural forces in biology and geology and social change.  We make ourselves, therefore we are gods.
Bottom line, Christian or pagan, agnostic or atheist, we make or choose our own gods, and then we worship them.

And as surely as it was god-worshipping that led the ancients to make idols of stone, metal, or wood, so today, it is god-worshipping to bow down to idols of metal, glass, and electrons.  
But I digress.

The book of Job, like the rest of the Bible assumes the existence not only of a benevolent Creator God, but a malevolent fallen being who is at war with God.  For Job, it becomes very personal.  For God, it is very personal.  For satan, it is personal.  As we look at the large theme in Job, we find that it is our story.
Job is loyal to God.  God is loyal to Job.  Satan cannot stand this relationship.  He cannot have it himself, so he tries to destroy it.  

Is that not our story?  

Now there are many who believe that Job is the first book of the Bible to be written, and if not, the first story of human beings after the details of Adam and Eve.  If that is the case it is very appropriate that the first struggles put to pen and ink were the struggles to understand God and evil, and the interaction between them that affects mankind.

But the story always begins with God.  But in Job, as it usually is, God misunderstood.  
That is true in the rest of the Bible also.  Genesis 1, In the beginning, God created.  Nothing beyond that.  No, "Where did God come from?"  No, "Who or what is God?" Just a straightforward declaration that God exists.  A statement of fact that is only supported in one way.  God's creative power.
In John 1, "In the beginning was the word and the word .... was God."  A statement of fact that is only supported in one way.  God's creative power.  His creative power in the formation of the world, and his creative power in the formation of the new man.
Let's return to Job.  We will have the shortest study ever on the Book of Job.  For chapter after chapter Job and his 3 so-called friends, in essence, argue over the nature of God.  
Finally another friend, a young man, takes on the wretched theology of Job and his 3 friends.  He is much closer to the truth.  But in the end, it is God that has the last word.  He speaks to Job.  More correctly he interrogates Job.  He asks a series of questions that can only be answered by God.  Let's look at just one.  Where were you when I made the earth?  Who made it's measurements?  

►►Do you realize the implications of that question for us today?  Science tells us today that life is only possible on this earth because of thousands of measurements that must be extremely exact or life could not exist on this earth.  We know that more clearly than Job ever could.  Did those just happen with only a infinitesimal part of one of a billion chance of just happening, or did some intelligent power do it?  God uses those measurements as evidence that he exists.

For 2 chapters God asks Job to explain that which Job cannot explain.  
Then in Chapter 40, as Job is beginning to feel quite contrite, God demands of Job, "Answer me.  Are you like God?  Can you condemn me? Answer the questions and then I will confess that your own right hand can save you."

►►Here comes the most devastating question of all.  Can you save yourself from your condition?

From your boils.

From your friends.

From the loss of your wealth.

From the loss of your family.

From the loss of your wife's respect.

Can you save yourself?

That question bores through all of the other almost trivial pursuits when you are facing the ultimate end of yourself.  And the answer is no.  It has to be no.  For to deny an almighty God is to embrace oblivion.  

►►Carl Sagan wrote "I would love to believe that when I die I will live again, that some thinking, feeling, remembering part of me will continue. But much as I want to believe that, and despite the ancient and worldwide cultural traditions that assert an afterlife, I know of nothing to suggest that it is more than wishful thinking.

►►David Strauss, leading representative of German rationalism, after spending a lifetime erasing belief in God from the minds of others: "My philosophy leaves me utterly forlorn! I feel like one caught in the merciless jaws of an automatic machine, not knowing at what time one of its great hammers may crush me!"

Thomas Payne the leading atheistic writer in American colonies, is reported to have said as he was dying: "Stay with me, for God's sake; I cannot bear to be left alone,  O Lord, help me! O God, what have I done to suffer so much? What will become of me hereafter? "I would give worlds if I had them, that The Age of Reason had never been published. 0 Lord, help me! Christ, help me! …No, don't leave; stay with me! Send even a child to stay with me; for I am on the edge of Hell here alone. If ever the Devil had an agent, I have been that one."

Robert Ingersoll: "O God, if there be a God, save my soul, if I have a soul!" (Some say it was this way: "Oh God, if there be a God, save my soul if I have a soul, from hell, if there be a hell!" 
A more believing soul using the name "Christian-physicist” wrote,  “It can be a morbid comfort to think that death is the end of all things. But I notice that not many of us want to kill ourselves to find out. Some part of me might like to believe what you say, but I would be afraid to give in. If I did not think I could trust God, I would be an atheist, too."
That pretty much puts it into perspective for me.  

That is where Job ends up.  
 ►►Job 42:1-6 (NKJV)
1  Then Job answered the LORD and said: 
2  "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. 
3  You asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 
4  Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, 'I will question you, and you shall answer Me.' 
5  "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You. 
6  Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes." 
It is noteworthy that after chapter 2 in Job, Satan disappears, though one could argue that his spirit is with those who claim to be friends.  

God gets through to Job. Job is Job and God is God.  God does not even tell Job that the devil is the one who really caused Job’s difficulties. God does not tell Job that Job needs to trust him.  He just pulls back the curtain a little bit and Job begins to understand.  A little bit.  
So what about us today?  In a world in which mankind has pulled back the curtain of mystery on so many of God’s secrets, how do we relate to an all powerful being, a prime mover, a source of all things?  Does the fact that we can understand some of God’s creation make him unnecessary?  

Is it just a coincidence that the little blue planet that we live on is situated precisely the correct distance from the sun?  That it has a moon that is precisely stationed so that it pulls the tides around and keeps the seas alive with wave action, yet do not cause water to cover the land?  That the waves and evaporation provide the oxygen needed to provide for life that could not exist without it?  That water vapor rises from the seas to form clouds that transport water over dry land to water it?  And on and on.  

Did all this just happen, or is the portrayal of God in the book of Job a realistic reflection of reality?
There are well over 35 references in scripture to God creating specifically:
Heaven and earth.

Whales

Man and woman
North and south

The people

Small and great beasts

Leviathan 

The things on high

Everything in the sea

Everything on the land

Everything in the sky

Everything in the heavens

The righteous person

There are two points are made about the God of scripture.  

First they created.  Jesus is specifically mentioned in the New Testament.  
Rev 4:10  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 

►►Rev 4:11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Secondly they, again through the person of Jesus Christ, made atonement for us through the shedding of his blood.  

►►Rev 5:12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
This leaves us with some questions which we cannot deal with today.  

If God created all things, what of evolution?  Does God need evolution to create or is he omnipotent?
If things can evolve on their own, why do we need God?

How can the presence of pain, sorrow, and suffering be explained if God is loving and omnipotent?

We are talking of the basic questions of existence on this planet.

The questions of Job haunt us to this generation.  A man who was blameless.  A man who was moral.  A man who was generous.  Battered and bruised by the enemy of mankind.  Thinking that it was his God that was doing all of this.  Job says:

►►Job 19:6  Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with his net. 

Job 19:7  Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

Job 19:8  He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness in my paths. 

Job 19:9  He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head. 

Job 19:10  He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: and mine hope hath he removed like a tree. 

Job 19:11  He hath also kindled his wrath against me, and he counts me unto him as one of his enemies. 

Job 19:12  His troops come together, and raise up their way against me, and encamp round about my tabernacle. 

Job 19:13  He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me. 

Job 19:14  My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me. 

Job 19:15  They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an alien in their sight. 

Job 19:16  I called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I intreated him with my mouth. 

Job 19:17  My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for the children's sake of mine own body. 

Job 19:18  Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they spoke against me. 

Job 19:19  All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me. 

Job 19:20  My bone cleaves to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

Job 19:21  Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me. 

Job 19:22  Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh? 

Job 19:23  Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! 

Job 19:24  That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever! 

Job 19:25  For I know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 

Job 19:26  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

Job 19:27  Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me. 

This is the faith that he had in the depths of despair.  

Today, I ask, where can we turn?  I cannot turn to nothingness.  I cannot conceive of a self-creating world.  I cannot see the joy in a universe without laws, without morality, a universe of total randomness.  I cannot accept that I just happened as a result of stardust deciding to become amino acids, deciding to become cells, etc.  I could go on.
But I choose to believe in a God that loves me and cares for me, in spite of the evil that happens around us.  A God who is at war with the evil forces in the world, and who will ultimately overcome.  I choose to believe in a God who is hated or denied by some, because some of those professing his name have been as evil as evil itself.  I believe because I cannot help it.  

I believe because with out him, there is no religion, no morality, no right, no wrong, and no future.
I believe because I know him.  
And that is  the foundation upon which everything that we believe stands,  and it is a firm foundation.  What do you say?  What do you choose to believe?
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