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The Futility of Goodness.

We have been studying in the Book of Colossians for a while now.  Today, I want to do a summary of what we have covered so far.  
SLIDE: Fractures

True holy goodness is impossible for us to manage.

SLIDE: OUR

For ourselves.  Some are uncomfortable with that.  
SLIDE: Sin  There are some who get very uncomfortable when we talk of sin.  That is the way that it should be.  Because sin is the root of every problem that exists in the world today.   And as much as we try to fix the world, the root problem remains.  Some progress can be made here and there, but ultimately the problem of sin remains.  And as long as sin remains, the real problem is going to remain, or merely changed from one area to another.  

SLIDE: Flags  How many well meaning government programs have tackled a problem only to have the results of that program actually create problems?

You see, as long as there is sin, there is a problem.  Governments cannot change the hearts.  They can compel compliance, but not caring. 
SLIDE: Fractured world   Which brings us to the next point.  The social and societal problems that we throw so much money to, will inevitably fail because of sin.  Therefore the only way to solve the problems, in reality THE PROBLEM, is to deal with sin.  

SLIDE: Surgery It is no secret that  lifestyles affect health.  Yet we as a society jump through all kinds of hoops to legitimize the lifestyle that we choose, and then want society to pay for the consequences of that lifestyle.  But when someone should suggest that rather than taking the poison, rather than living the destructive lifestyle, that everyone knows will affect you negatively, you try to make that lifestyle or habit "normal" and "acceptable."  Then someone who dares to stand up and say, "There is such a thing as right and wrong.", is considered a bigot, and hostile to society, and must be shut up at any cost.  Mostly at this point by ridicule.  
So we have a world that can only be saved by dealing with sin, that refuses to talk about sin, and makes it a "SIN" for anyone to talk about overcoming sin.  

Is not that about where we are right now?  

SLIDE: Fireman Paul has pointed out to us that we are sinners.  So fatally flawed that we cannot possibly save ourselves.  Remember he uses the symbol of circumcision as a way that God reveals our true inner nature to us.

Now,  denying that sin exists, does not cure the problem.  Hiding from the facts of our fallen human nature, will not cure the problem.  Renaming sin, will not cure the problem.  
Likewise talking about sin, will not cure the problem.  Denouncing sin, will not cure the problem.  There is only one cure for sin, and that is death.  Happy thought!
SLIDE: One Way But maybe more happy than you thought.  Because we do not have to die for our own sins if we accept a substitute.  But we have to admit that they are there, and that we cannot do a thing about it for ourselves.  

But that becomes effective only when we realize what a mess sin has made of us, and the world around us.  You see, the Bible does not talk about sin so that we work harder to overcome it on our own.  It does not show us the impossibility of us pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps, just to discourage us.  

SLIDE: Fists  No, the Bible gives us a picture of sin to paint it's horror and despair for one purpose:  To contrast that with a perfect Savior that came to bear those sins and save us from sin AND it's disgusting effects upon our bodies, our relationships, and on our world.  

It is satan who wants us to look to ourselves to cure the problems that he creates, and despair, because he does not want there to be a solution.  That's why there will be no real solution until Jesus comes back.  Any problem can't be solved if you do not really want to solve it. Right?
SLIDE: Cross That is why our enemy hates Jesus so much.  Jesus has the solution.  Not just a patch over the effects of sin, but a cleansing, a washing, a regeneration of all that accept him.  Not just forgiveness so that we can go on harming ourselves, but a new life, in which we can begin to experience wholeness and fullness.  

You see, the death of Christ on the cross was not merely to excuse our sins, but to deal with the whole sin problem for eternity.  

What Paul considers over and over, not to mention Jesus and the other Bible writers, is that Jesus' mission on this planet was not palliative, but re-creational.  

We focus on the last events of Jesus' live.  His arrest, his beatings, his unfair trial, his floggings, and eventually his death on the cross.  

SLIDE: Pollution But what about this.  For 30 some years God incarnate chose to leave perfection and beauty, to live in the sewer of the enemy's mess. And he did it not to help us live more comfortably in the sewer.  He did it to get us out of the sewer.  A sewer that we have become quite comfortable in, thank you.  

SLIDE: Handcuffs So the enemy convinces us that we cannot leave the sewer.  Jesus comes and takes the stench upon himself so that we can experience the sweet fragrances of heaven.  And people tell us not to get radical!

SLIDE: Crowns The cross tells us that God cares.  He cares more than we can imagine.  He sees our condition and has pity and mercy upon us.  And he assumed the fullness of our helplessness and hopelessness on the cross to deliver us from those conditions.  Anything less would be mockery.  

SLIDE: Communion  That is what this service reminds us of.  Graphically.  With all of our senses.  We see it, we touch it, we taste it, we smell it.  It becomes part of us.  It also reminds us that part of victory is service.  Service, sacrifice, like our master served.  Which, by the way, we can only do truly through him. 
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