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There is an ancient story of a man named Damocles, who was constantly flattering his king, Dionysius.  Damocles told his king that, as a great man of power and authority surrounded by magnificence, Dionysius was truly extremely fortunate.  All of the power.  All of the wealth.  All of the honor.  

According to the story, Dionysius offered to switch places with Damocles, so that Damocles could taste that very fortune firsthand. 
Now how would feel in that situation?  Damocles quickly and eagerly accepted the king's proposal. Damocles sat down in the king's throne surrounded by every luxury, but Dionysius arranged that a huge sword should hang above the throne, held at the hilt only by a single hair of a horse's tail. 
Damocles could not put up with that and begged the king that he be allowed to go back to his previous position because he no longer wanted to be so fortunate, realizing that with great fortune and power comes also great responsibility (and danger).
One of the big temptations that each one of us faces is that of wanting to have more power, authority, or possessions than we have.  

Would it surprise you to know that this  temptation goes back to heaven itself?  A being created by God wanted to sit in the seat of God and take his place.
The Bible speaks of a war in heaven.  That is hard for us to imagine, until we remember some of the wars in the church.  Let's read about it.
Revelation 12:7-9 (NKJV) 
7  And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 
8  but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 
9  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
The coveter of the throne of God was cast out.

The Garden of Eden would be the next in the sequence of events.

Genesis 3:1-8 (NKJV) 
1  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 
2  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 
3  but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " 
4  Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 
5  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 
7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 
8  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

Eve desired three things from the fruit.  A good taste.  A beautiful product, and expanded wisdom – the same wisdom that God had. 
That made for a disastrous meal.
Belshazzar.  I'm sure you remember his story.  While his city was surrounded by an enemy, he decides to throw a huge party.  As he gets drunk, he calls for the holy vessels from the sanctuary at Jerusalem to be brought out that he could use them in his partying.  In the middle of it all, a pale finger writes on the wall in blazing letters.  He is terrified.  No one can interpret the message.  Daniel is called in.  In part, Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar: 

Daniel 5:23-31 (NKJV) 
23  And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified. 
24  Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written. 
25  "And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 
26  This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 
27  TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 
28  PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." 
29  Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
30  That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. 
31  And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
That was a disastrous meal.
Ask kids what is good and what is bad.
Almost everyone recognizes the existence of evil.  We have many wonderful, beautiful things in the world, but there is also recognizable evil.
There are some that say that they believe in the theory of evolution and have discarded God because they feel that a loving God and the evil that they see in the world cannot be reconciled.  And it is very clear that evil exists.  Even the kids know that.  But Jesus came to save us from that by directly confronting evil and the being that created that.  And he took the worst evil possible so that we might be able to live in a perfect world.  As a matter of fact, Jesus took the blame for all evil on the cross.

How did Jesus experience evil?
Matthew 4:1-11 (NKJV) 
1  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2  And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 
3  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 
4  But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' " 
5  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6  and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.' " 
7  Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.' " 
8  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9  And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 
10  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " 
11  Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 
Satan tried to get Jesus to eat a disastrous meal.
Have you had any personal experience with evil?
People maimed or killed in accidents or deliberately.  

Governments starving their populations to death deliberately.

Diseases that ravage people's bodies.

Distortion of the minds of people.  

How do we explain?  
Mystery of iniquity.
2 Thessalonians 2:7 (NKJV) 
7  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.
Mystery of Godliness

1 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) 
16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.
2 great mysteries, 2 great powers.  
Revelation 12:13-17 (NKJV) 
13  Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 
14  But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
15  So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 
16  But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 
17  And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
This great war between good and evil will continue to the end of time.

The closer to the end we get, the more it escalates.  
Revelation 12:10-12 (NKJV) 
10  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 
11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 
12  Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time."
At the end of time there are 2 dinners. 

First:  The supper of the great God, AKA the feast of the birds.  It is a feast that the wicked will not enjoy, because they are the main course on the menu.
That is a disastrous meal. 

The sword falls.
Revelation 19:17-18 (NKJV) 
17  Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 
18  that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great."
Second, the marriage supper of the Lamb, where the righteous share in that meal that Jesus promised the disciples when he instituted the communion service.
Revelation 19:7-9 (NKJV) 
7  Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." 
8  And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
9  Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!' " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."
That meal is NOT a disastrous meal.  It is the celebration that begins all eternity.  

Evil is gone.  It is so gone that it will fade from the memories of the universe.  And all that is left of evil is the scars of the one who took all the blame for evil all the way to the cross, and there guaranteed that one day, evil would be banished forever.

And I can imagine being asked one day, "What was the evil like that plagued the world?"

I can hear myself replying, "You know, I can't remember much about it except for 2 things.  It was not good.  It brought pain and suffering.  Second, Jesus went to war with evil, and all that is left of it now is the scars in his hands and side." 

Brothers and sisters, we need to remember.  We have read the end of the Book.  Jesus wins.  Evil loses.  

Evil is not evidence of a God who does not care. It is evidence of an enemy who wants to bring about destruction and despair.  He has a name, satan, the devil.  He lost the war at the cross.  His time is limited.

When Jesus comes back there are only two groups of people.  Those who have let Jesus fight evil for them, and those who have not.  The group that are leaning on the mercy of Jesus, and whose who will not.  The group that totally trusts Jesus Christ and the rest who follow the deceptions of evil. That's how simple it is.  
Friends, the choices are up to you.  And they are many and varied.  The choices you make demonstrate who you love, and what is important to you.  The decisions you make show where your priorities are.  This is serious business now.  Your eternal life is on the line.
You need to ask yourself, "Do I want to be the  meal of the carrion eaters, or do I want to be served the marriage supper of the Lamb?"   

Which meal do you want to be attending?
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