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When our granddaughter was just starting to talk, she had a very interesting mannerism.  She was always vocal in asking for things.  But what was so interesting was that she did not say, “May I have that,” or “Can I have that,” or “I want that.”  She always said, “I need that.”  
And she would hold out her hand palm up and open and close it.  “Mamma, I need this.”  “Daddy, I need that.”

Come to think about it, that started a trend that continues to this day.  Only the “needs” get larger, and more expensive.

David was vary familiar with the needs of his sheep.  He was careful to make sure that they were supplied with everything that would help them be productive.  And what do sheep produce?  Milk, wool, and more sheep.  

As we begin, we need to make sure that we understand the meaning of the words that we are dealing with.  
I, we understand.

Shall.  Shall is used when something is definitely going to happen, or supposed to happen.  The use of shall is found over and over in laws, dictating that something will definitely happen, or is defiantly not allowed to happen.  This is the word that is used when the Good Shepherd describes how he acts towards his sheep.

The key word for today, however, is “want.”  

If you dig out your trusty dictionary you will find several definitions of “want.”
1. To lack or be deficient in

2. To be short of

3. To feel the need of, crave, i.e. love

4. To desire. “I want to…”

5. To wish to see or speak to…

6.  Need 
I want to remind you that we are looking at the 23rd Psalm in the light of what it has to say to people living in the end times.  We need to be careful in deciding what our wants and what our needs are in light of the belief that we are preparing for eternity down here.  

Let us go to our Bibles to help us decide what the psalmist is telling us through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

We have many, many stories that we find in the gospels that give us a clue as to Jesus’ real desire for people.  

We are going to look at some cases in the Gospels of people who felt that they had wants, but Jesus dealt with their needs.  
The first is a very fascinating story.  We find it in John 5.  You may want to turn there.  Let’s read the first 5 verses of the chapter.  

5:1  After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2  Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.

3  In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.

4  For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.

5  Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.

There was a man who had a debilitating chronic disease.  He, along with many others was grasping at anything that might bring him relief.  For some reason, from time to time the water of the pool became agitated.  There was a belief that this was done by an angel, and that the first one to enter the water after that happened would be cured.  This may have well been true, since only those who were able to move about could get to the water first.  And those may have had psychosomatic problems.
However, this man was unable to get around, and had not for 38 years.  That is a long time.  

He desperately wanted release from his disease.  

Now let’s read verses 6-9 and 14

6  When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?"

7  The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me."

8  Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk."

9  And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath……

14  Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you."

Jesus knew what the man wanted, but he gave him what he needed.  The man wanted help into the physical waters, but Jesus gave him the water of life.  He wanted his body healed, and this Jesus did, but he also forgave him his sins and healed his soul.
The man recognized his physical need.  Jesus filled that need, but then also healed the soul.

Next, we come to a man who was feeling his spiritual need, but not his physical need.

We call the man the rich young ruler.

We find the story in Luke 18: 18  

18.  Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"

19  So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.

20  "You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Honor your father and your mother.'"

21  And he said, "All these things I have kept from my youth."

22  So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."

23  But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.

24  And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!

25  "For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

26  And those who heard it said, "Who then can be saved?"

27  But He said, "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God."

In this instance, a man feels his spiritual need,  but felt no physical needs.  Jesus offers a solution to his spiritual need, but he declines to follow the will of Jesus.

The next one is a little more interesting.  This one is found in Mark 2: 

3  Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.

4  And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.

5  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven you."

6  And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,

7  "Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

8  But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, "Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?

9  "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'?

10  "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"; He said to the paralytic,

11  "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house."

The book Desire of Ages indicates that this man was drawn to Jesus more because of his conviction of sin than because of his actual physical needs.  He wanted to be right with God.  If he must die, he could die in peace with God.  Jesus could read the true desire of his heart, just as He can with you and me.  So Jesus forgives the man’s sins.  He sets him right with his maker.  This brings him spiritual and mental relief.  And that is the greatest healing that can happen to any one of us.  Then Jesus goes on and connects the forgiveness with sins and physical healing, and directs the man to take his bed and go home.
So in summary, we have someone coming to Jesus for his truly felt need, Jesus fills that need, and gives him more than he could want besides.

The story of Nicodemus tells us a similar story to the rich young ruler with one exception.  While Nicodemus did not apparently accept the filling of his deepest need, which he felt, at the time of the meeting with Jesus, the little flame that was kindled burned brighter and brighter until he became not only a believer, but a caretaker of the Son of God.  

Then there was the demoniac who felt his need but was unable to even verbalize that need.  And Jesus filled that need, and Jesus denied him what he wanted at the moment, but he became one of the first foreign missionaries.  

We could go on but let’s focus in.

We should never forget in our talk today that it is in the context of 3 things.  The LORD is my Shepherd. The Lord is my SHEPHERD.  The Lord is MY Shepherd.  While we are following the Shepherd, our wants and wishes will be in line with our Shepherd.  Am I right?
So let’s deal with what I call the Camy issue.

Physical needs: real vs. imagined.  

Transportation is needed in our society right now.

A Maseratti is not.

A house has always been a need.

A mansion has not.

But in the struggle for eternity, the physical needs pale next to the spiritual needs. 

What needs do you have? 


Victory over: Pride, temper, self righteousness, gossip, stubbornness, legalism, theft, adultery, anger, hatred, timidity, a sharp tongue, or ????? 

But most of all, Isaiah hits the nail on the head with what we really need.  

Isaiah 64: 5  You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness, Who remembers You in Your ways. You are indeed angry, for we have sinned; In these ways we continue; And we need to be saved.

Jesus said that it is not what goes into a man or woman that defiles, but that which comes out of a man or woman.  

Not what goes in that defiles, but which comes out…..

We need to be saved from ourselves. 
Brothers and sisters, the battles that we face are not with other church members, they are not with another religious faith, and they are not with the government.  The battles that we face that will bring us to spiritual ruin or eternal life are the battles with ourselves.  These are the things that try men’s souls.  It is not our food or drink, but our relationship to that.  It is not our car or house, it is our relationship to that.  It is not another person; it is our relationship with that person.  

Living in end times, physical needs will not all be met.  There is nothing clearer in the book of Revelation.  There will be times of want.  There will be times of physical hurt and unmet need.  God does not desire to so much to save our bodies. He’s going to redo them anyway.  He died to save our souls, and as a secondary measure, our bodies, as with the paralytic that was let down through the roof.  It is nothing that we can do.  But we can be assured that our Shepherd will not allow us to have any want spiritually as long as we let him be our Shepherd.  
Shall we consider that we are capable of fashioning our lives and characters to enter into the portals of glory? We cannot do it. We are dependent every moment upon the Spirit of God operating upon us and upon our children.  {CG 172.1}
 A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next. Those who are under the instruction of Christ in this world will take every divine attainment with them to the heavenly mansions. And in heaven we are continually to improve. How important, then, is the development of character in this life.  {CG 161.1}

And brothers and sisters, this happens only by God's Spirit, who is our connection with Jesus Christ.
Theology, theories,  positions, cherished beliefs, commendable lifestyle, Bible study of itself, faithful church going, right diet, and anything that we do in our own strength will not save us.  It can only damn us.  Our only hope for having our deepest needs filled is a total, absolute dependence upon the Shepherd. Any path that we choose on our own, leads to death and desolation.  
As we face the Spiritual needs that we have, particularly in the last days, there are many precious promises that we can look to for assurance.  

Let’s just read a few.
Ps 34: 9  Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him.
Psalm 145: 18  The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.

19  He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them.

20  The LORD preserves all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy.
Matthew 6: 7  "And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.

8.  Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.
Luke 12: 29  "And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind.

30  "For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need these things.

31  "But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.

Philippians 4: 19  And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
Hebrews 4: 16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

In describing the end-time church, Jesus Christ himself gives a message of reproof and hope.

Revelation 3: 14  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:

15  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.

16  "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.

17  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;

18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

19  "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.

20  "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

21  "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

22  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' "

     He who constantly depends upon God through simple trust and prayerful confidence, will be surrounded by the angels of heaven. He who lives by faith in Christ, will be strengthened and upheld, able to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold upon eternal life.  {Heavenly Places 16.7}

Can you think of anything more that you might need?
Revelation speaks of 144,000 special beings.  They have some special characteristics.

14:1  Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their foreheads.

2  And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps.

3  They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth.

4  These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.

5  And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God.

These saved from the earth have God’s name written on their foreheads.  They have followed Him so closely that His thoughts are their thoughts.  His joys are their joys.  They are as honest as He is.  His desires are their desires.  They are as faultless before the throne of God as Jesus is.   And they follow Jesus Christ where ever he goes.  And they eventually follow him right into heaven, just as Elijah did.  

When the clouds part, and the trumpet sounds, and lightning flashes from East to West, these people will repeat the words of the Gospel prophet Isaiah:

Isaiah 25: 9  …."Behold, this is our God; We have waited for Him, and He will save us. This is the LORD; We have waited for Him; We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”
Please bow your heads for a moment.  

Do you want to be one of those who find their every need fulfilled in Jesus Christ?  Do you want to be one of those who follows the Lamb into the kingdom?  

If that is your desire, just raise your hand where you are.  Please put your hands down.

I now want to speak to those who may have never made the decision to follow the Lamb of God.  If God is speaking to your heart today, and you want to give your life, your future to God, if it is your desire to follow where ever God leads in your life, will you just raise your hand right now.

