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The more that I contemplate the 17th Chapter of John, the more awestricken I am.  If every Christian were to take this chapter seriously, there would be such a change in the Christian community that surely the Lord would come soon.  There would be a power not seen before.  Lives would be changed within and without the church.  We would see that even the most fervent of us has only begun to scratch the surface of what Jesus wants for us.  Many would leave the church, and many would come in.
I have frequently used the phrase, "It's all about Jesus."  You have agreed with me.  But John 17 takes us into the reality of what that means, and what it leads to.  And it is truly awesome.

In this prayer, Jesus says that he:
Gives us his name

Gives us his word / truth
Gives us his glory

Gives us his peace / joy

Prays for unity.

We will look at these one at a time.

God and Jesus want a relationship with mortal human beings.  How can that be, and what does it look like?

Jesus will give us His name:

If we want to look at this in a very superficial manner, we can say that the name that we are given is Christian.  Christian: a follower of Christ.  Yet how often is that concept of following Christ similar to clicking "like" or "follow" on a page on your computer.  

Or how about this?  I am a 3rd generation Christian.  Oh really?  Such a designation does not exist in reality.  You do not inherit Christianity from your parents.  You may learn it from them, but each Christian must be a first generation Christian.  

So how is it that Jesus gives us his name?  

In our culture we have largely lost the custom of choosing names by characteristics.  Many of the American Indians did not choose names for their children until they observed them for a while.  And then, names might be changed when they were older, to fit what they had done or become.

The Israelites often chose names that pointed towards God.  Obadiah means "Servant of God" or "Worshipper of Yahweh."  You may recall that he served in the court of Ahab, and was one of the few people that he trusted.  Can you imagine how it grated on the ears of Jezebel as she called Obadiah for something?  

"Worshipper of Yahweh, can you come here for a minute?"

We are all familiar with the story of the 3 Hebrews taken in captivity with Daniel.  Hananiah (Yahweh has favored), Mishael (What El -God- is), Azariah. (Yahweh has helped).

So the name that God wishes to give us in not merely "Christian", as exalted as that is.  
John 17:11-12 (NKJV) 
11  Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 
12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. 

The name that Jesus wants for us to have is the name of the Father.  

Which brings us to the next point.  Jesus wants for us to have the Father's word and truth.  

Remember Jesus said,

 John 14:6 (NKJV) 
6 ..... "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  
If Jesus is one with the Father, then the Father is also the way, the truth, and the life.

But the way to the truth and life is through Jesus Christ alone.

Let's take a peek back at John chapter 1.

John 1:1-5 (NKJV) 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2  He was in the beginning with God. 
3  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 
4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

John 1:12-13 (NKJV) 
12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 
13  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
John is giving us a clue in these verses where all of this leads to:  Jesus and the Father in total unity from before the beginning.  Jesus was the agent in the creation of the world.  Physical life sprung from Him.  And by accepting Jesus as Savior, humanity can be born spiritually into the family of God.  This is through the Word.  The Word, Jesus, and the Word, the scriptures that have the written message of God to his children.

Then God wants to give us his glory.

John 17:10 (NKJV) 
10  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 
When we are part of the Family of God, We not only belong to Jesus, we also belong to God.  And us coming into the family of God brings glory to Him.  We might find that hard to believe.  How can we bring glory to God?  Have you ever contemplated that?
I have.  It is an interesting concept to try to work our minds around. But what do we find in this chapter?

John 17:8 (NKJV) 
8  For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.

We glorify God by receiving the word of God and believing that Jesus was sent by the Father.
John 17:11 (NKJV) 
11 ......Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.
We glorify God by a unity within the church that is so close that it reflects the unity between the Father and the Son.
John 13:35 (NKJV) 
35  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
Brothers and sisters, the church fails here so easily.  Each person is right in his or her own eyes.  We think that we know God's mind better than our brother or sister.  We love our concept of truth more than our brothers and sisters.  We wear our feelings on our shirtsleeves and almost seem to be bumping them on purpose.  

That is not going to happen when we have true unity, and a true love for each other.

I could go on, but in short, if you want to bring glory to God, get along.

John 17:13 (NKJV) 
13  But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.
Next, we can bring glory to God by having the Joy of the Spirit in our hearts.  Have you ever thought of what Jesus' joy would do if it were working in your life in it's fullness?  

John 17:17 (NKJV) 
17  Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
John 17:19 (NKJV) 
19  And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 
We bring glory to God by being sanctified through God's truth.  To sanctify is to make holy.  The Word of God is not just something to sit on a coffee table, or stay on the dash of your car.  It is food, life, and breath for the Christian.

The verb "to sanctify" here means to set apart from the world by an actual sanctification of life.  Through this, the mind, the heart, through the power of the Holy Spirit, become changed.  The thoughts, the words, the actions that we do begin to look more and in line with God's law.  

For this to happen though, the believer has to want it to happen.  This is not just an "I wish that..", but rather a strong desire to align with Jesus Christ.  He, again is the word, the truth, and the life.

John 17:18 (NKJV) 
18  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

And finally, we glorify God by going out into the world and rightly representing your heavenly Father.  
Why did Jesus come into this world?  

For redemption of mankind.

Why does Jesus send us into the world?  Jesus was sent to reveal the Father.  Jesus is sending his disciples into a world that may not be interested to reveal Jesus, who reveals the Father.  
Jesus was sent with a message.

Jesus sends his disciples with a message.

That message is that redemption is found in Jesus Christ.  That is a message of hope.

In experiencing all of the things we have just listed, we will have peace in the storm, and joy in the midst of sorrow.

So what are the practical applications that we find for these points today.

First, Remember last time we said that Jesus had chosen to believe when he could not see.  He could do this because of the faith and trust he had with the Father.  He could say along with Job (13:14) "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him."
We like to get worked up about the terrible times just ahead as this world winds down.  But that will not save us.  It is the deep abiding trust in our Father in Heaven that will get us through.

There will be times when it will seem absolutely clear to us that we have been forgotten, abandoned, and orphaned. But just as Jesus hung onto the experience that he had with his Father, and the written word that he had committed to memory, we too, must by faith put our trust in what we have experienced with God.  

There will be times when every rational part of our mind screams to us that there is no hope, no place to go.  It is at those times that we should look back to this prayer of Jesus in John 17, and see a loving Savior, praying for us, sending angels to comfort us, and sending the Spirit to remind us of truth.  
Second, we are here for a purpose.  We have been called for a reason.  We have been given a job.  That job is to take the message of a risen Savior to the world around us.  A message that assures the world that Jesus and the Father are one in their goal and desire to facilitate the salvation of mankind.  A message that proclaims that they are serious about human beings, you and me, being so in love with them that it changes lives, it renews hearts, it brings joy and peace to the soul.  
In the last portion of his prayer, Jesus prays for the world.  This is a prayer, an evangelistic prayer, that asks the father for a greater harvest.  Nowhere does he pray that those of the world be cared for as they rock druggedly along in their sins.  

NO.  He prays that they too experience the glory of the Father-Son relationship for themselves.  

His prayer closes:

John 17:26 (NKJV) 
26  And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."
Today,  
Have we received his name?

Do we take his word / truth seriously?

Have we experienced his glory?

Have we found his peace / joy?

Are we experiencing his unity?

If not, how can we do that?

Study the life of Christ.  Think of it often.  Read about it.  Be in the Word of God seriously.  Pray for strength.  
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