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John the 17th chapter is one that I have had a hard time working with.  How do you enter the mind of the Trinity as they are communicating.  However, it was given for us that we might profit from it spiritually, therefore it is important for us to study.
The chapter begins: 

John 17:1 (NKJV) 
1  Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said.....
If this is referring to the last words Jesus spoke before this they would have to be:

John 16:32-33 (NKJV) 
32  Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 
33  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."
If these are the words that Jesus is referring to, He had just given them somewhat of a shock treatment.  He has just predicted their abandonment of him AGAIN, and told them that they would have troubles in the world.
But he leaves them with that last bit of admonishment, "Be of good cheer" and then gives them the reason that they should be of good cheer:  "I have overcome the world."

Then we move to Chapter 17.  Let's read verses 1-5.
John 17:1-5 (NKJV) 
1  Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 
2  as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 
3  And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
4  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 
5  And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
At first glance these verses might seem a little self-centered.  "Glorify your son.", "Glorify me."  

But in these verses we have the culmination of what Jesus had been trying to convey to his disciples all along.  Jesus and the father are so wrapped up together that anything that happens to the Son happens to the Father, and anything that happens to the Father happens to the Son.  So as we examine the passage carefully, every thing that Jesus requests is done so that the Father might be glorified.  

This is demonstrated in 

1 Corinthians 15:20-27 (NKJV) 
20  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 
23  But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 
24  Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 
25  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 
26  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
27  For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.

28  Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 
When we apply our knowledge of the relationship as seen in John to this passage, what glorifies Jesus is that glorifies the Father, and vice versa.
In verse 2, the Father has given Jesus authority over humanity that he might bring eternal life to all whom the Father has given him, Jesus.  

Note that this authority has to do with the giving of eternal life.  The spiritual authority that Jesus exercises is directly related to the sacrifice on the cross.  

In Revelation 5, the search is on for some being who is worthy, who has the authority to open the scroll.  No one in heaven or earth was worthy except for one.  That one is the every dying lamb of God who is the lion of the tribe of Judah.  He is worthy.

Revelation 5:12-14 (NKJV) 
12  saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" 
13  And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 
14  Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 
This gift of authority was for a purpose.  That purpose was my salvation, and yours.
Now, in this chapter we get the understanding that Jesus life and sacrifice were sufficient for the salvation of every individual, but not every individual would accept that salvation, but more on that later.

In verse 3, eternal life is described.  It is a knowledge of the Father and the Son.  Now this is not just an intellectual knowledge.  It is an experiential knowledge. 

Let me describe the difference.  I can tell you that Joyce makes the most delicious cornbread dressing I have ever eaten.  You can acknowledge that as a fact, though you may have your own favorite.  But when you get a steaming serving of Joyce's dressing on your plate with a slice or two of cranberry sauce, well then friends, you have experiential knowledge.  

Psalm 34:8 (NKJV) 
8  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 
Note that John 17:3 says that this is eternal life.  Not that it brings eternal life.  

We can understand a little of this from some of our dealings with people.  Think about yourself for a moment.  Are there people that you can be around, and leave the preacher out of this for a moment, people that you can be around and just being with them seems to bring out the best in you?  Have you experienced that?  

Have you been around people whose spiritual qualities is such that when you know them you are lifted to understandings of life that you would not have reached if you had been left to yourself?  I am not going to ask about the other extreme.

But this is what a knowledge of God can do for us, though a knowledge of God is so vastly much higher than that of friends.

But to know God, to really know him, is to enter into a transforming experience.  If we really get to know God we can never be the same old sinful people that we were before.  To know God is life.  

Think about Israel for a moment.  They claimed to know God.  Yet much of their time as a nation was spent in apostasy.  The leaders of Jesus' time claimed to know God, and plotted the death of the Son of God.

But one thing that John makes very clear:  The only way to know God as he really is, is through a knowledge of Jesus Christ.  There is no understanding God aside from doing it through Jesus Christ.  John uses the words "to know" more than any other New Testament writer.  Knowledge matters.  And if you want to know God, you have to know Jesus.
Jesus had partaken of his Father's nature.  He had experiential knowledge. He had lived in his Father's will.  His Father's thoughts were his thoughts, and His Father's desires were his desires.  This is a very important point when be begin discussing the second part of the prayer.
John 17:4 (NKJV) 
4  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.

There are 4 more chapters left in the Gospel of John.  2 of those chapters describe some of the most vicious attacks perpetuated by one human being upon another.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus came near death from the stress of carrying the guilt of the world.  His disciples deserted him.  At least one denied him.  He was falsely accused, beaten, taunted, mocked, and finally hung on a cross.  

Yet Jesus can tell the Father that he had finished the work that he came to do.  This was only possible for one reason.  The Father willed that it be done, therefore Jesus willed that it would be done.  That relationship and determination was so strong, that Jesus could say with assurance that what had begun would be finished.  In the same way Paul could assure the Christian church that this was accomplished before the foundation of the earth.  
The one thing that made this possible was the unbreakable relationship between the Father and the Son.  And if you examine the temptations of Satan, they were aimed at driving a wedge into that relationship.  If that had happened, Satan would have won.  But it did not. 

This explains the agony in the Garden.  It was there that Jesus was feeling the agony of being ripped from his Father, but by faith alone, not by feeling, he rejected the suggestion that his Father had turned his back.  He felt it, but he hung on as we might say, tooth and nail, to faith in the Father's promises.  When Jesus left the Garden, for him the hard part of the battle was over.  It was just beginning for the disciples.  Jesus had chosen to believe when he could not see.  And with calmness, he marched into hell, and his cross marked the death of the devil, whose end is just assured now and Jesus' victory was then.

Again, this is a critical point as we look at the second part of the prayer.  

Looking at things from this standpoint, the events that were just ahead for Jesus were not surprising events.  Not in the least.  The things ahead were the goal to which his whole life had purposefully moved.  He would go through them.  And the Father would experience the same agony as that special oneness was stretched and pulled.  
There is a heresy that has floated around for thousands of years, and it is alive and well even within our church.

That heresy has to do with the Father.  There are some who see the Father as a stern, angry judge, who is bent on punishing every infraction to the "n'th" degree.  This has been reinforced by those who look at the recordkeeping of God as a way to keep people out of heaven.  Too often the investigative judgment is viewed in this light, and is seen as God trying to keep people out of heaven, rather than doing his utmost to get them in. 
In this view of the Father, Jesus is the submissive, begging, pleading subordinate who is doing his best to see that poor human beings have a chance for salvation.  

This caricature of God the Father paints him as vengeful and angry: ready to punish if Jesus does not step in and intervene to allay the punishment.

Heresy!  It is this kind of thinking that brought Mary into the picture to intercede with Jesus to intercede with the Father on humanity's behalf.

Think about it a minute.  If Jesus and the Father are as close as John describes, then if the Father is an angry vindictive judge, then Jesus is an angry vindictive judge, for their thoughts, desires, and goals are the same.  That should make you think.

If God is "out to get us" then Jesus is "out to get us."  That is scary.  But if God is one with the loving Jesus that gave his life for sinners, then praise God, I have a chance!!

Read John 3:16 again.  For WHO so loved?  For WHO gave?  

Salvation through the cross is salvation that the Father as well as the Son brought about.  Just as the Son is glorified in that act of service on the cross, so the Father is also glorified in that same act.
John 17:4 (NKJV) 
4  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.
This text also looks back.  Every act that Jesus did was to glorify the Father.  Every miracle was worked for the good of mankind.  Jesus did not provide for himself by miracles.  The Father provided his needs.  
John 17:5 (NKJV) 
5  And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
This segment closes with Jesus plea to return the relationship back to the way it was before creation.  And the evidence that this did happen was the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to show the inauguration of Jesus as our heavenly High Priest, and the return of the relationship between Father and Son to it's former close, in a physical sense, status.

But God and Jesus want this kind of a relationship with mortal human beings.  How can that be, and what does it look like?
We will study that in two weeks. Today, as we close, do you want to praise God for what he has done for us?
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