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John 8

O 15, RR 843, Lunatic, Liar, or Lord?, C 371

John 8:1-11 (NKJV) 
1  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2  Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. 
3  Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 
4  they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. 
5  Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?" 
6  This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. 
7  So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first." 
8  And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9  Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 
10  When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?" 
11  She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." 

This is a very familiar passage.  I'm sure that you have heard several sermons based on this passage.  I would encourage to read the last part of chapter 50 in the Desire of Ages that covers this story.
Today, however, I want to use it as a springboard for the rest of the chapter, which is every bit as important.  


Let's look at the next verse.

John 8:12 (NKJV) 
12  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

Jesus has just dealt with a woman who was living in darkness and who realized it.  He had also just dealt with a group of men who were also living in darkness, but didn't recognize it. 

Those who accused the women had slunk off one by one.  But they are soon back to argue with Jesus.

John 8:13 (NKJV) 
13  The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true."

Deuteronomy 17:6 (NKJV) 
6  Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 

Deuteronomy 19:15 (NKJV) 
15  "One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established. 

Matthew 18:16 (NKJV) 
16  But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.' 

Matthew 26:60 (NKJV) 
60  but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward 

2 Corinthians 13:1 (NKJV) 
1  This will be the third time I am coming to you. "By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established." 

1 Timothy 5:19 (NKJV) 
19  Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 

Hebrews 10:28 (NKJV) 
28  Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 

Revelation 11:3 (NKJV) 
3  And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 

So for a lack of two witnesses, the rulers declared that Jesus was a liar.

John 8:14-19 (NKJV) 
14  Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going. 
15  You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 
16  And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me. 
17  It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. 
18  I am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me." 
19  Then they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also."


Once again Jesus is asserting his authority based upon his relationship with his father.  I bear witness.  My Father bears witness.  That makes two witnesses.  Jesus makes the point that they are missing the truth of what he is saying because they do not know him or his Father.  If they had known the father, they would know Jesus.  
Now Jesus is saying these things in the treasury.  This is not where the offerings were stored, but rather where they were taken up.  It was probably in the court of the women.  They would have loved to take Jesus then and there and do away with him, but they could not move against him until the time was right.

John 8:21-32 (NKJV) 
21  Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." 
22  So the Jews said, "Will He kill Himself, because He says, 'Where I go you cannot come'?" 
23  And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
24  Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." 
25  Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said to them, "Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. 
26  I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him." 
27  They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 
28  Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 
29  And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him." 
30  As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. 
31  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 
32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

This passage brings up several important points.  First, because they rejected Jesus, they would seek him later but they would die in their sins.  
The sad truth of the Jewish people is that they did follow other messiahs after Jesus, but they eventually led to the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of Jews around the world.  

The second point, and one that some try to deny now is this:  We are worldly.  Jesus is heavenly.  If we do not believe in Jesus and that he is the Son of God, we will die in our sins.

There is salvation only through Jesus Christ.  There is no other way for any faith or belief or lack thereof.   Jesus is the door, the only door, to salvation.  Now that may sound a little bit exclusive.  It is not a little bit.  It is a lot on the face of it.  

But examine it for a moment.  All you have to do to get through the door is show up!  There is only one excluding factor.  Not money, not prestige, not power, not fame.  It is only belief in Jesus as the son of God and your Savior.  

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 
32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
The third point that Jesus makes is that as they lifted Jesus up on the cross they would recognize the truth of what he said.  Not that they would all accept him, but we know from the book of Acts that many or the priests did accept Jesus and become disciples.
John 8:33 (NKJV) 
33  They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, 'You will be made free'?"
This was kind of an outrageous statement for them to make.  They had been in bondage to the Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Babylonians, and the Romans.  And now they were in bondage to their sins.  Jesus goes on:

John 8:34-38 (NKJV) 
34  Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 
35  And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 
36  Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 
37  "I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 
38  I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father." 
Once again Jesus is holding up his relationship with his Father.  

Perhaps we need to examine why he kept doing that.  Jesus could have done practically everything else in his ministry and not gotten into trouble.  But he kept connecting things with the forgiveness of sins.  And the ability to do that was based on his relationship with his Father.
Now he turns the tables on the Jews.  

John 8:39-41 (NKJV) 
39  They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham. 
40  But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 
41  You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father--God."
Abraham would not be planning to do what you are planning to do.  He would not kill a man who brought truth from God.  

Oh yes, you do perform the deeds of your father.  Backed into a corner, they declare that they have one Father.  That Father is one, and one cannot include Jesus.  

Jesus comes right back.  

John 8:42-47 (NKJV) 
42  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 
43  Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 
44  You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 
45  But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 
46  Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 
47  He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."
Once again Jesus cuts to the heart of the matter.  The Father send me.  You do not love the Father or you would love me.  You don't understand me because you cannot and are not able to hear or listen to my word.  

Why? Because you have chosen your father and he is the devil.  He is a murderer and self made congenital liar.  He can't help it because that's who he is.

And you want to convict me of sin?  The fact that you will not believe me shows who my Father is and who your father is.

Then the Jews do what people so often do then they cannot answer a subject.  Change the subject and attack.  

John 8:48 (NKJV) 
48  Then the Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?"
 49  Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 
50  And I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 
51  Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." 
52  Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.' 
53  Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Whom do You make Yourself out to be?" 
54  Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God. 
55  Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, 'I do not know Him,' I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. 
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 
57  Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" 
58  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." 
59  Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.
.....Before Abraham was, I AM.

This the Jews could not accept.  Jesus said if they didn't accept this they could not have eternal life.  
So what do you think about Jesus?  Was he a liar? Was he a lunatic?  Or is he the living I AM, the Savior of mankind?  Those are the only real choices that are available.  

I do not believe that he was a lunatic.  Every evidence was that he lived to serve others, and did so in a dedicated way.  His ministry shows nothing at all that might raise eyebrows other than he claimed to be the Son of God.  If he was a lunatic, we must discount all of his other claims and statements as the voice of a crazy person.  

Several times he brought about true sanity to some soul.  And his speech was clear and understandable to the non-prejudiced hearer.  

Those are not the marks of a lunatic.

He cannot be just a good man.  A good man would not claim to be God.  A good man would not lie to everyone.  We might say he was just a man, but why would history record the lies of a good man?  

He could just be a liar.  But liars usually lie to do something for themselves.  Jesus' life was lived for others.  That very few disagree on.  And would the words of a liar deceive temple guards who had seen every kind of weird thing in their work.  "...Never a man spake like this man....."

That leaves the honest person with one conclusion.  Jesus was and is the I AM, the Son of the Living God.  

If He is Divine, his words are true.  When he says he is the door, the honest person will be seeking that door.  When he says he is the living water, the honest person will be seeking that living water.  If he is the Good Shepherd, the honest person will be looking for the shepherd's flock.  (Not to mention that he is seeking you)  When he says that he is the ONLY way to eternal life, the honest seeker needs to understand Jesus means just what he says, and follow him.  
Paul, after beating on all the wrong doors finally came to this conclusion:  "I have determined to know nothing among you save Christ and Him Crucified."  

He chose to believe Jesus when he said, "I am the way and the truth and the life."

 After denying Jesus, the converted Peter said
Acts 4:12 (NKJV) 
12  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
Not might be saved, but must be saved.

The deacon Stephen, stood strong in his belief in Jesus.  As he was being stoned for his faith in Jesus, he said, 
56   "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" Acts 7:56 (NKJV)

John the disciple, the last of the disciples to live, could have changed the misconceptions and errors and exposed Jesus as a fraud if he had been an imposter.

But what does he say?  

14  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 
15  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
16  And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 1 John 4:14-16 (NKJV) 

What is your response to Jesus.  If he is a liar, leave here for you are wasting your time.  If he is a lunatic, leave here for you are wasting your time. But if he is the Son of God, he calls you to salvation, to service, to make him first in your life.  What is your answer?
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