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JONAH 2:
1  Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's belly.

2  And he said: "I cried out to the LORD because of my affliction, And He answered me. "Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, And You heard my voice.

3  For You cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and Your waves passed over me.

4  Then I said, 'I have been cast out of Your sight; Yet I will look again toward Your holy temple.'

5  The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head.

6  I went down to the moorings of the mountains; The earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD, my God.

7  "When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; And my prayer went up to You, Into Your holy temple.

8  "Those who regard worthless idols Forsake their own Mercy.

9  But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD."

10  So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

We are going to look at the second chapter of Jonah today, but we need to back up and catch the last verse of chapter 1.

17  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
I actually believe that this verse should be included with chapter 2.  If you look closely you will see that chapter 2 is a “sandwich.”  The two pieces of bread are verses 1:17 and 2:9b and 10.  The lettuce and tomato of the sandwich are verses 2:1-9a.

Look at it this way:
The Lord prepared a fish

Jonah was in the fish 3 days

(Salvation from drowning)

<The psalm of Jonah>

Salvation is of the Lord

(Salvation from Sheol)

The fish vomits Jonah up. 

Now this is not just an exercise in literature.  The whole story of Jonah is about salvation. Jonah wants salvation for himself, but he does not want it for his enemies.  

God reaches through the anger and hardness of Jonah’s heart to try to teach him, and by extension us, that his mercy is available for every person on earth.

There is one important New Testament text we must look at when studying Jonah.

Matthew 12:38  Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."

39  But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40  "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

41 “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

Now there are many that see this text as only speaking of Jesus being in the grave for 3 days and 3 nights.  Perhaps we have not looked far enough.

I believe that this is one reason why Jesus said what he did.  But more than that, we often overlook the part of the text where Jesus deals with repentance.  The church leaders would have been very familiar with the story of Jonah.  No doubt there were some there that had done exegesis on the book.  Their minds would have been brought back to the whole book.  

And in that book is the reminder that salvation comes from the Lord.  Not just physical salvation but spiritual salvation.  And that salvation is not just for the privileged few, it is for the nasty, mean, and unlovable also.
Let’s look a little closer at the Psalm.

There are 3 changes in the first two verses.  First seems to come from a narrator of the story. 
“Jonah prayed to God….”

Then Jonah speaks to the narrator or audience.

“I cried out to the Lord (Jehovah)…”

Then Jonah directs his conversation directly to God (Jehovah my Eloheim) .

“You heard my voice…”

And the rest of the psalm is directed to God by Jonah.  
There is a similar progression in the 23rd Psalm where David begins talking about God, but then transitions to talking to God.  

So Jonah, after refusing to speak to God, after running away from him, when he gets in over his head, so to speak, finally turns to God.  

And when he does he experiences the fulfillment of two promises, one from the OT and one from the NT.

Acts 2:21  And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.' 
Isaiah 65:24  "It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear.
Now Jonah is ready to pray:  "I cried out to the LORD because of my affliction,”
How easy it is to forget God, or put him on the back burner when things are going well!!  But even though we would be highly irritated with someone who only contacted us when there was trouble, God is not that way.  Jonah says that God heard his voice.  

Jonah went down to Joppa, down to the ship, down into the sea, and now down to the bottom of the sea.  But interestingly enough, Jonah blames it on God!  You cast me into the deep, Your waves passed over me.  Jonah still has not seen the entire picture.  

As we move to verse 4 Jonah says “I have been cast out of your sight.”  He seems to still be in denial of his contribution to the situation.  Yet in this, he has hope of salvation, hope that he might once again see God’s holy temple.
Verse 5 describes the claustrophobic condition that he was in.  

5  The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head. 

Some translate this as: “The waters surround me even up to my neck.  Seaweed is wrapped around my head.”

Can you imagine trying to follow the air bubble as it moved around in the belly of the fish?  And the odor?  And the slick slimy feeling?  

Can you feel the pressure in your ears as the fish changes depth in the sea?  I can almost panic thinking about it.

No wonder he describes it this way: 
6  I went down to the moorings of the mountains; The earth with its bars closed behind me forever;
7  "When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; And my prayer went up to You, Into Your holy temple.
Let’s look at the promises that Jonah makes:

-I will look again to your temple

-My prayer goes up to you
-I will sacrifice with thanksgiving

-I will pay what I have vowed.

Sounds like some major “I” trouble.  

He even has a dig at idol worshippers in such a manner as to suggest that he somehow feels superior to them, because he is merely running away from God.

But in all of this he gets one thing totally right.  And when he vocalizes this one thing, his submarine ordeal is over.

We see that in verse 9.  Salvation is of the LORD."
Salvation is not looking toward the temple.

Salvation is not praying to God.

Salvation is not sacrificing.

Sacrifice is not thanksgiving.

Salvation is not honoring your vows.

Salvation is the work of God, and God does it his way even if he has to use some very unconventional methods of transportation to accomplish his salvation.

And Jonah’s salvation from the depths of the sea came about when he admitted that salvation came from God, and God alone. 

I rather imagine by now that Jonah is even more sure that God intends to save Nineveh.  

Well, God makes the fish sick of Jonah, and up Jonah comes.

Can you imagine if you had been a fisherman on the coast when this happened?

You are standing there holding a net or pole or whatever, and hoping for a fish, when you see this monstrous fish come up close to the shore, open his mouth and disgorge a very strange looking man.  If it didn’t scare you to death, you would probably cautiously approach him to find out what the deal was.
And I am sure that Jonah wasted no time telling the first person that he saw about the bizarre events that had just transpired in his life.
God spoke to the fish, and he obeyed.  And God wastes no time speaking to Jonah about his original commission, and this time Jonah reluctantly obeys.

We will continue our story from here next time.

Now, I want to focus on two powerful concepts that we see in this passage.  The first we have examined somewhat already.  “Salvation is of the Lord.”

God calls us through his power to live sanctified lives.  Do you believe that?  He calls us to holiness.  He calls us to look like, sound like, act like, and live like Christians.  
And many of us give verbal assent to that concept, but really are not that interested in reflecting the goodness of Jesus.

What I struggle with, and where the battle is with each one of us, is not the outward behaviors that we can control until a stressful time comes.  Those can be managed in a civil society.  

What I struggle with is really having compassion for those who stand up against me.  When I am misunderstood seemingly in a deliberate manner, in my mind I am not so charitable.  When someone is behaves totally in ways that I am not comfortable with, does my mind, not my actions, really accept them as an equal child of God? When I feel slighted, do I say “No problem,” while mentally punching someone in the face?  Is my reaction to people consistently one of genuine love, humility, and service as a true motive and attitude, or am I continually working to play an angle for my own benefit somehow?

In short, am I reflecting in my inner man the true goodness of Jesus Christ?

It is Christ in us that brings about change in our lives.  It is Christ in us that is our salvation from the evil in our lives.  And it is Christ in us that is the ultimate salvation that delivers us from this world of sin and brings us to a new heavens and a new earth.

Which brings us to the next point.

Jesus said that there would be no sign given to his generation other than the sign of Jonah the prophet.

If you had been watching when Jonah was vomited up on the shore you would have been shocked.  Jonah had been baptized, if you will, in the sea with the help of one of God’s creatures.

Jonah came forth a reformed prophet, though still not terribly happy about his mission.

In contrast when Jesus came forth, it was so spectacular that the guards and those hanging around the tomb were struck to the ground with the majesty and power of the resurrection.

Jesus came forth from the tomb to continue on the mission that his father had given him.  But he did it without hesitation.  From his baptism in the depths of the earth (death, burial, resurrection) Jesus came forth to finish his work with power and glory.
And he did it to save a world that many would consider to be totally lost.

Most of us here have been baptized in the water.  But have we been baptized in the same spirit that Christ reflected?  When the whale or grave of sin opened it’s mouth and let us come forth by the command of our Savior, did we come forth in power as Jesus did, or did we come forth still struggling against God in our hearts, but living in conformity to the requirements.  

In other words, brothers and sisters, have our hearts been converted?  Does our self live for others or for itself?  Do we do good to draw attention to ourselves, or are we goodness as Jesus was?  Is our doctrine for the praise of men, or do we have eyes for Jesus only?
Are we the prophet Jonah, serving reluctantly, or are we the antitypical prophet Jonah, the Son of God, serving totally and completely, with love, concern, compassion, in action and motivation?
Perhaps that is the real story of Jonah.

Let me close with one last passage.
Phil 3:8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ

9  and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Would you like to make that your prayer today?  If so, would you bow your head with me right now.
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