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There is a story that I heard, not sure if it is true or not, but I like the message that it gives.  

As the story goes, and old rabbi is talking to his students.  The topic of the preparation for Messiah's comes up, and there is some discussion on how to be living to be ready for Messiah.

The rabbi was pointing out that it was necessary to be living a pious life to be ready for His coming..  

One of the students asked "But how do we know when he will come so that we can be ready?"

The rabbi replied, "We cannot know when He will come."

The student pondered that for a time, then said, "Then that means we have to be ready for the Messiah come all of the time."

To which the rabbi nodded his head sagely.

That dilemma is no different for those of us who claim in our very name to be looking for the soon advent of Jesus Christ. We claim to be looking for his glorious appearing.  We hold evangelistic meetings and seminars which emphasize His soon coming.  We support world wide programs of outreach.

But what is happening here, in our church, in our lives that indicate where we stand in regard to this truth.

This year I will be centering my talks around how to live in anticipation of the second coming of Jesus Christ.  

There are at least 3 reasons for this.  First, I do believe that Jesus is coming soon.  And second, if we are not ready we are not going to go to heaven with him.  And third, if we teach the second coming and it's importance, and live like there is no concern, no urgency about preparation, what message does that send to the community around us?

So today, I want to refresh your hope of the second coming.

I want by giving reasons that I feel that the second coming is closer than ever.  

First, if Jesus is coming back, every day that we live is one day closer to that event.  That should be obvious.

Second, the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation point to events which I believe we can see around us.  Confusion, wars, hatred, anger, godlessness, worship of human beings, financial difficulties, corruption everywhere, loss of personal freedoms.  And they all seem to be growing exponentially.  

Third, I believe that God is beginning to call His people out, to remind them of the priorities that they should have in their lives.

Let's take these 3 points one by one, and see what the Word has to say to us about them.

Romans 13:11  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.
12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.
13  Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.
14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
Now our brother Paul wrote this within 50-60 years of Christ's ascention.  He was a firm believer in the "Blessed Hope" as he called the second coming of Jesus Christ

Titus 2:13  "looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,"
World events.

One of the biggest world events that everyone is discussing right now is the economy.  This is not something that has just mysteriously happened overnight.  The last few years the foundations of the destruction of the world economy have been carefully crafted, even to buying pretty much the entire US government.  People are being panicked into giving up their freedoms at an alarming pace, which I feel sure is going to accelerate.  

If there is no real economic freedom, there is no real freedom at all.  And do we not understand that the big issue of the end time will be buying and selling?  If you control buying and selling, you control the population.  

We will find very soon that our religious freedoms are being attacked in other ways.  Efforts will soon be made to forbid people to exercise or state their beliefs in the areas of human sexuality, such as gender issues and abortion.  

Not that I think that this is the end of the issues, for frankly I fear a backlash as much as the pushing we see now.

James talked about wealth being heaped up.  The workers being pushed down.  I don't know if you have given much thought to where all the billions of dollars are going.  They seem to be disappearing even as they are passed around.  They are ending up in someone's pocket, and they will be coming out of someone else's pockets.  

Corruption.  I am amazed at how no one seems to care about law breaking any more.  It is OK if you are on the right team, and our media gives blessings to all kinds of problems as long as the people involved are their favorites.  

Where are those who feel that lies are lies, cheating is cheating, improprieties are improprieties regardless of who you are?

Well, I do not need to belabor that point any longer.  Bottom line, righteousness, justice, integrity, honesty, and truthfulness have all been flushed right down the drain.

And the population seems not to care a whit.

Besides the oppression of workers, James describes one more thing that we see being set up right now.  That is the destruction of the value of money.  It has happened in other countries, and it could well happen here.  

Zimbabwe 100 billion dollar note.

James 5:1  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!
2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.
3  Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.
4  Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.
5  You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter.
6  You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.
7  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.
8  You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
Third point:  God is calling his people out.  

2 Cor 6:14  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?
15  And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?
16  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people."
17  Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."
18  "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."
18:1  After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory.
2  And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!
3  "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury."
4  And I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.
5  "For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.
6  "Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her.
7  "In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, 'I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.'
8  "Therefore her plagues will come in one day; death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her.
Now there may be some who wonder about the coming out that we are called to do.  What do we have to do or to know about this?  

I have one thought.  It is this.  If we are following the Lord spiritually as the Holy Spirit leads, we will not have to worry too much as when to cut all earthly ties.  That will be done for you by the enemies of God.  Our job is to remain faithful and honor God above all things.

That includes faithful living.  And that is what we will look at the remainder of this year.

Psalm 12:1  Help, LORD, for the godly man ceases! For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men.
Psalm 31:23  Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints! For the LORD preserves the faithful, And fully repays the proud person.
24  Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.
1 Cor 4:2  Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
Luke 18:8  "I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?
Revelation 2:10  "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Revelation 1
7:14  "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful."
I would like to close by modifying the little story that we began with.

Let's tell it this way.

A pastor and some students are talking about life and Christian things.

In the course of the conversation, the topic of the second coming comes up.

The pastor makes the point that to be part of those ascending to the clouds at that event, your life has to be in harmony with Jesus Christ.

One of the students asks, "How do you know when Jesus is coming back?"

The response is, "You cannot know that."

Then the student replies, "Then you have to be ready all of the time."

And this is the great truth.  Those of us who expect to walk the golden streets need to not so much how to get ready, as to live in readiness for that great event.  We cannot of our selves do it, but we must by the power of God's Spirit let it happen in our lives.  

Titus 2:9  Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back,
10  not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.
11  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
12  teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,
13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
14  who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
I will close by quoting Martha Snell Nicholson. A number of years before she died she wrote about her hope of the coming of the Lord.  This is what she says: The best part is the blessed hope of his soon coming.  How I ever lived before I grasped that wonderful truth, I do not know.  How anyone lives without it these trying days I cannot imagine.  Each morning I think, with a leap of the heart, "He may come today." And each evening, "When I awake I may be in glory." Each day must be lived as though it were to be my last, and there is so much to be done to purify myself and to set my house in order.  I am on tiptoe with expectancy.  There are no more grey days -- for they're all touched with color; no more dark days -- for the radiance of His coming is on the horizon; no more dull days, with glory just around the corner; and no more lonely days, with His footsteps coming ever nearer, and the thought that soon, soon, I shall see His blessed face and be forever through with pain and tears. 

Are those your thoughts?

Do you want them to be?

Will you commit your self today to the preparation and anticipation of that glorious event?

