Living Victoriously

When we lived in Deer Park, Ca., not too far from us was a large hill named Glass Mountain.  This was a very interesting place for a number of reasons.  Glass Mountain was literally a glass mountain.  It was for all practical purposes a huge pile of obsidian volcanic glass.  Climbing it was not like climbing any other hill I have ever visited.
Because it was glass, you had to be very careful not to get cut.  It was steep enough in places that you needed to go hand and foot to climb it.  And it could cut your hands, and even through thin shoes.

Also because it was glass, as you climbed, and pieces fell behind you, it made a tinkling sound, like a glass wind chime.  That added to the experience.
The last factor that I want to mention, is this:  Because it was glass, and steep, you tended to slide backwards about as much as you progressed forward.  You have heard of two steps forward and one back….  That was Glass Mountain.  

And, by the way, when you came down, you definitely did not want to slide on your seat as you are tempted to do under more favorable situations.  I’ll let you ponder why.

There have been many times when I have had people describe their Christian life to me in those kinds of terms.  Making progress at the cost of blood, sweat, and tears.  Then just when it seems we are making progress, something happens and we slide back to where we have just been.  
And then we say with Paul, “O Wretched man that I am. Who can deliver me?”
Now if you have never experienced this, you may not appreciate the talk today.  But if you have, hang in there with me.

I will be repeating some of the things that we have gone over together in prayer meeting, so those of you who have been faithful in that regard will have the opportunity to refresh your memory.

The foundation of our study today will be based in Romans the 5th and 6th chapters.  In these chapters we are given the bedrock of Christianity.  Not understanding this will affect your entire outlook on God, Christianity, and yourself.  Understanding it can bring peace and confidence to live boldly for Jesus.

But we need to start at the beginning.  And this is it:

Romans 3: 

10  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;

11  There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.

12  They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

13  "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips";

14  "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness."

15  "Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16  Destruction and misery are in their ways;

17  And the way of peace they have not known."

18  "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

19  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

20  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
Now this is the bad news.  It is so bad that we cannot begin to comprehend it.  A sinner thinks sin smells sweet, because they have not experienced the perfumes of righteousness.  I will not belabor the point, though.  Most of us are getting tired of the stench.
We begin with the Good News

Romans 3:

21  But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,

22  even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;

23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

24  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

Now we are all probably familiar with the terms justification and sanctification.  I hope you leave here today with a better understand of both.

There are two issues that need to be settled for the Christian.  First, we have a past that hangs over our heads.  We cannot atone for it and walk the streets of gold.  Secondly, we have a future that tells us from experience that we have little hope of improvement.  So how do we get to no condemnation?

Let us assume a point of reference for the talk today.  That point is the minute that we are living in.

I will draw it as a horizontal line.  Now is the only time we really have.  Yesterday and it’s failures are gone.  Tomorrow is not within our grasp, and belongs only to God.

Now let’s look at Romans 5

KJV:
5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

1 ¶ Having been declared righteous, then, by faith, we have peace toward God through our Lord Jesus Christ, (Young’s Living Trans.)
Weymouth New Testament
Standing then acquitted as the result of faith, let us enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Have you noticed something here?  In many versions the verb indicates something that happened in the past, but has ongoing consequences.  Being justified, having been declared righteous, standing acquitted.  All give us an interesting insight.

For you see, as our line of “now” progresses, we are still being justified, we are still standing acquitted, by faith in the declaration of God.  This puts us in constant good standing before God, as long as we remain His children.  
This is necessary as a first step, for we can never be right with God if we do not have peace with Him.  Am I right?  If there is someone that you are scared of, or don’t like, or have bad feelings about them, can you ever establish a loving relationship with them?

So the process of change in our lives begins when we have peace with God.

This comes when we really can comprehend what it means to be “In Christ.”  We are to take for ourselves the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus as ours by faith.

When we do this there is a legal declaration made that in Christ we died the death that is the result of our sins, so that we could be resurrected in new life to be lived in Him. 

Romans 5:

6  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.

8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

10  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

11  And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

So this continual justification moves along with us as we go through life.  And it is needed to make us right each time that we slip up in our relationship.  There is never a point this side of heaven when we do not need the continual covering of Justification.
Now let us move on to sanctification.  This is where many Christians get messed up.  For some reason we think that once Jesus brings peace through justification by faith in him, that we are on our own to accomplish a work of Christian growth.  
There are many very unhappy, failing, legalistic, and disillusioned people because of this.  

Then there are the half way crowd, who say that Jesus helps me get started, but then I have to accomplish the work of sanctification on my own.

This is a receipt for failure.
The truth of the matter is harder to take.

As we just read in the text, this process saves us from wrath.  This applies both to sanctification and justification.  You see, God does just want to forgive us for our sins.  He wants to bring us to the place where we hate those sins, and love him.  I guess you might say that is sanctification in a nutshell.
So we are saved from wrath by being justified, and by being sanctified.
Romans 6:
6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?

2  Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?

3  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

6  knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

7  For he who has died has been freed from sin.

8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

9  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.

10  For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

11  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

13  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!

16  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?

17  But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

18  And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

So there is the bad news and the good news.  The bad news is that you will be a slave, regardless.  The good news is that you can choose to be God’s slave, and experience the great benefits that he has to offer.

So how does this come about in the Christian’s life?

Romans 8:

9  But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

10  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors; not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.

13  For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

15  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."

16  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

17  and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

The beautiful truth is this.  The gift of justification is worked out through the power of the Holy Spirit, who is Jesus’ agent in the earth today.

The equally good news that we just read is that it is the Spirit of God who lives in us and works in us to accomplish what God wants for and in our lives.  

So if you are trying to work out your salvation without listening to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, you are an idolater, worshipping your self and your feeble works.  Verse 14 is very clear:  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  The converse of that would be this:  If you are not led by the Spirit of God you are not a child of God.

It is through the working of the Holy Spirit that we can experience all of the good that God has for us.  Every step of salvation is the working of God.  It has not one thread of human work.  Living in Christ, we experience all of the blessings of eternity now.  True, in a lesser form than in eternity, but none the less, the blessings are ours.

Which brings us to another area.  If we are to understand sin, we need to define it.  The Bible tells us that sin is the transgressing of the law.  And we tend to look to the 10 Commandment law and see rules that are given that seem to just be out there.  
But why is there law?  If we look at the 10 Commandments, we probably have missed the main point so many times.  But law becomes something completely different when we understand this one fact.  Law defines relationships.  That is why it was given, so that man could co-exist harmoniously and that they could relate to God properly.  If you want to take it a step further, good laws are about maintaining good relationships.  Bad laws are about destroying relationships.  

That is why God wants us to come into harmony with his law, he wants to write them where?  He wants us to experience this harmony in our lives so that he might be glorified in the universe.  After all, it is about God.
This is all accomplished in our lives as we are in Christ.  The book of Ephesians reminds us that we exist and grow only as we are in Jesus Christ.  He became human so that he might share all of the glories of righteousness with humanity.  In him we live and move and have our being.  And only in him do we find true peace.  Peace that can carry us through the storm that rages around us, and sometimes in us.  He is the I AM.  He is the alpha and omega.  He is the bread of life.  He is the living water.  He is the hedge of protection.  He is the mother hen.  He is everything that we need, and will be everything that we could want.

And that wonderful knowledge gives security in a mad world. It removes condemnation and provides assurance.  It takes away our filthy rags, and gives us a robe of glory.  It removes our shame, and proclaims us sons and daughters of the King.
That is where he wants us to live.  In a state of victory that he has already provided for us.  He just pleads with us to accept it.

Victorious living is a give to you from God through the Holy Spirit.

It only comes through relationship with God.

Relationships grow through time spent together.

Are you ready to open your heart to the Holy Spirit so that  he can bring you all of these gifts?

I think it might be appropriate today for us to commit ourselves to him anew.  Resolve to spend more time with your Lord.  Take time to establish that vital relationship.  Determine to be more in prayer and Bible study.  

If you would like to do that, just come forward and kneel if you can, or sit on the front pews, and let him become ruler in your life though his Holy Spirit, so that you will live victoriously in these end times.






