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There are three ways that the enemy tried to keep the Jews from rebuilding the city.  First was discouragement.  Then there was intimidation.  And thirdly, there was sin in the camp.
We have seen so far that under Nehemiah there was discouragement among some, but the cheerful optimism of Nehemiah and most of the leaders countered that effectively.  Many people are pulling together to see the work done.  The work is progressing nicely.  The fury of the enemies is growing daily.  

What can be done to stop the building?  Once the wall is finished and the gates completed the chances of stopping things drops dramatically.  
1  But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews. 

I hate to say it, but the truth of the matter is that many Christians can be stopped merely by having someone mock them.  As a matter of fact, that is not just applicable to Christians, but to almost anyone.  We want to be appreciated, loved, or at least accepted.  And our enemy often uses these psychological intimidation tactics to accomplish his goals.  

This is what is known in our society as political correctness. We must be totally acceptable to absolutely as many people as possible, regardless of our goals, feelings, beliefs, etc.  And it is a powerful tool against those who have no strong foundation.  

"Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me" might sound good on the playground, but the saying underlies a truth that the saying is itself a lie.  Most of us are as intimidated by words as we are by threat of pain.  And probably a word is the longer lasting of the weapons.  
I would be willing to bet that it is the words in your past that have shaped you more than anything else.  Think about it.  Lies that we keep repeating to ourselves, and actually protecting because we are afraid of what happens if we break out of the verbal molds that the enemy has tried to keep us incarcerated in.  Lies that we really believe, but that we would be eager to do away with if we thought we could survive it emotionally.

That is where the Jews were.  They had been taken captive.  Beaten down, so to speak.  When they came back to Jerusalem, they were a small weak group, and they knew that their existence hung by a thread.  They knew that they were not wall builders.

The taunts go on: 
2  And Sanballat spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish--stones that are burned?" 
3  Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, "Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone wall." 
Now we find one of the most admirable habits of Nehemiah coming forth.  

4  Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity! 
5  Do not cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the builders. 
When in trouble, talk to God.  He may sound a little vengeful here, but he is right in tune with some of the psalms of David.  However, notice that he does not say that the enemies are against the Jews, but against God himself.  
So what happens?

6  So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

The men, women, priests, Levites, Gibeonites, Tokaites, and men from Jericho kept on building.  

At half the height, the wall was beginning to be a formidable obstacle to the ambitions of Sanballat and his cohorts.  And it was also a rebuke to satan.

 7  Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem were being restored and the gaps were beginning to be closed, that they became very angry, 
8  and all of them conspired together to come and attack Jerusalem and create confusion.
Here we see another tool in the enemies arsenal against the church and against the world.

Is there confusion in the world today?  Confusion about the reality of DNA?  Confusion about whether there are any standards today?  Confusion about whether the food you buy is plant or animal?  Confusion about what truth is today?  For every fact or reality there is, there is someone who will call that fake news, truth, or whatever.  

But more important than that, what about confusion in the church.  I believe that is it confusion in the churches that has been preached so long that many have no idea of morality or standards, and worse than that have not even thought about right and wrong in that sense.  Which brings us back to political correctness.  

The fact that churches have taught for a couple of centuries that they law has been done away with has brought the whole world to the idea that all laws are only applicable when an individual wants them to be, and equally, not applicable when they apply to me or my friends, or become in the least inconvenient.  And we use a frequently lawless judiciary to make us feel better about law breaking.  

If God's church does not know what to believe, what message do we have to give to the world?  I say we keep on building, amen?  But I also demand that that building must be squarely founded on our Savior Jesus Christ.  
So Nehemiah responds as we would expect of him.

9  Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night. 
Pray and work.  To accomplish anything, they go together.  

James 2:17-18 (NKJV) 
17  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

And may I digress for a moment.  We hear so much talk of breaking down walls.  And there are some walls that need to be destroyed.  But never forget, that sometimes walls are important.  Right is right, no matter how much people disagree with it.  We do need to break down the walls of prejudice and separation in one sense.  But we need to keep the wall strong between truth and error.  Be open to the sinner, but be closed to the sin, if I may paraphrase. 
Back to Nehemiah.

We find another enemy tactic come into play, this time from within the camp.  From this point as we go on, we find that while those outside of Jerusalem wanted to stop the work, there are forces within Jerusalem that also wanted to hinder the work.

10  Then Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is so much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall." 
11  And our adversaries said, "They will neither know nor see anything, till we come into their midst and kill them and cause the work to cease." 
12  So it was, when the Jews who dwelt near them came, that they told us ten times, "From whatever place you turn, they will be upon us." 

Now it is not clear whether or not these voices were intent on slowing the work, or were just becoming fearful.  But I hear a note of discouragement, do you?

We are just too busy to do the work.  We have so much rubbish to deal with in the church.  We have so many enemies against us.

And then there were voices from those Jews who lived outside of the city, adding to the discontent.  They were living around and among those who would see the work stopped.  They were fearful. They came and reported the strength of the enemy 10 times.  Lamenting, reporting, without any solution to the problem. 
Nehemiah listens to their statements.  He realizes that there is a problem out there.  So he responds.
13  Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their swords, their spears, and their bows.

Until the walls and gates can be completed, he reinforces them with people.  The walls would not have gone up at the same rate, so they would have been lower in some areas than others.  In other places the terrain may have been such that access to walls was easier than some others.  The areas of weakness were shored up.   

14  And I looked, and arose and said to the nobles, to the leaders, and to the rest of the people, "Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses." 
When in trouble, turn to the Lord.  Nehemiah believed that and practiced that.  He was also an encourager of the people.  He led them to be better than they thought that they could be.  

He also did something else.  Something that he had done consistently.  Something that was a way of life for him. He remembered. 

 Psalm 103:1-7 (NKJV) 
1  A Psalm of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 
1 Chronicles 16:12 (NKJV) 
12  Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth, 
....As I see what God has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history. {CET 204.1}  
.......those who walk humbly with God have nothing to fear.  {Mar 107.6}
When I get discouraged, I look back.   I know where God has led in my life.  I make a conscious effort to dwell on those things.  From doing that I find assurance, if not peace, but assurance that there is a God.  He cares for me.  He has a plan that has worked out again and again without my input or guidance.  And his concern for me is that I make it to the New Jerusalem, where he built the walls.  
15  And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to the wall, everyone to his work. 
Sometimes, just having information makes you safe.  My God knows the end from the beginning.  He has revealed much of that in His Word.  

Think about a snake, for example.  If you are walking along, and someone tells you that there is a snake ahead, do you freak and jump back?  Or do you just become more cautious?

But if you are walking along and suddenly there is a snake at your feet, what is your reaction?  Is it different than if you know the snake is there?  Are you in more danger?  You are probably in more danger from your reaction than you are from the snake, but nevertheless.......

1 Thessalonians 5:4 (NKJV) 
4  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.

If you do not remember, if you do not trust in God, you will be overtaken.

What do you think of when you think of overtaken?  Being chased by a tiger?  That's a dream I had a lot when I was a kid.  And I always ( in my dreams ) escaped the tiger by jumping in water.  I did not know then that tigers like water, so I was in more danger than I thought.  

How about being run over by a car?  Or chased by a dog.  My brother got overtaken by a dog and had a chunk taken out of his leg.  Wasn't pretty.  

Moses, in his farewell sermon to the Children of Israel, makes a summation that we do well to take heed of.  He pretty much says that we are going to be overtaken.  By something.  Regardless.  

Remembering and responding is critical for survival.  Moses presents this in the positive sense and then in the negative, though I have reversed those here. 

Deuteronomy 28:45 (NKJV) 
45  Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2 (NKJV) 
1  "Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 
2  And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God: 

God wants to overtake us with blessings?  Is that what you want?  Back to Jerusalem.
16  So it was, from that time on, that half of my servants worked at construction, while the other half held the spears, the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders were behind all the house of Judah. 
17  Those who built on the wall, and those who carried burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon. 
18  Every one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he built. 
There was a real threat.  The enemies did not want the walls build and the gates set.  They knew that Artaxerxes had decreed that the walls be rebuilt.  But they did not want them rebuild because it would upset their plans for power.  

But they hated the Jews so much that they were willing to go against the king, which is exactly what they had been accusing the Jews of doing, to bring about their personal wishes and desires.  

But the work was nearing completion and it had to go on.

So Nehemiah divides his servants into two parts.  One part continued to assist with the construction, and the other part geared up for battle.  They put on the armor.  

Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) 
11  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
We will find soon that not only did they need physical armor, they also needed spiritual armor.  

Then we read that the leaders were behind all of the house of Judah.  Now I do not read this as being physically behind the workers, because we know from last chapter that this is not the case.  I believe that means that the leaders were supportive of the those doing the work.
Leaders are called to lead, not work. 

I remember the story of a foreman who is with a group of men on the job.  They were digging a hole for some reason.  And the foreman jumps down in the hole and begins digging.  The boss comes around and sees him in the hole, and fires him.  

The boss said, I did not hire you to do the work, but to make sure others do the work.  

I can envision the leaders of the Jews watching for weak areas in defense.  Making sure that people have supplies.  Watching to make sure the walls are being built with strength.  And yes, stepping in if necessary from time to time to help with a situation.  

One of the plans that they came up with was that every worker was to be a part soldier.  The workers strapped weapons to their bodies in case there was an immediate threat in their area.  If their area were attacked, they were to instantly change from mason to soldier.  They were to be constantly ready.  

Now this would not be comfortable.  The weapons would have gotten in the way of the work.  But they were not called to be comfortable, but to do the work.  Comfort could come when the walls were finished.  
18a And the one who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 
19  Then I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, "The work is great and extensive, and we are separated far from one another on the wall. 
20  Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us." 
Then we have communication.  Some people are confused about communication.  They seem to think that it only means information coming to or from them.  

This was a lesson that one of my relatives could have used when she talked on the phone.

She would call you for something, and as soon as she had said her piece she hung up.  Did not wait for any response.  I guess she was of the opinion that the phone was for her pleasure only.  But when you ask people to communicate, make sure that is going both ways.

Communication ideally has a purpose.  In this case, because of the distances involved, communication would be done by trumpet, as that would have carried some distance.  

And the purpose of the trumpet was to call reinforcements to an area that needed defending.  

And what were they to do when they got to the area of need?  Watch God fight for them.  

21  So we labored in the work, and half of the men held the spears from daybreak until the stars appeared. 
22  At the same time I also said to the people, "Let each man and his servant stay at night in Jerusalem, that they may be our guard by night and a working party by day." 
23  So neither I, my brethren, my servants, nor the men of the guard who followed me took off our clothes, except that everyone took them off for washing. 

Nehemiah set up sentinels for day and night.  Vigilance was the operative word.  We would say, keeping the guard up.  .3Which is what the Christian is called to do.

The lessons for today:

Carry on despite criticism.
Ignore threats.

Continue to rely on God.

Don't forget prayer.

Remember God's goodness in your life.

Don't be overtaken by evil.

Communication only works 2 ways.

Accomplishing something is not necessarily comfortable.  But it is rewarding.

Keep watching.

Keep on keeping on.......
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