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►►Perspective
►►Zoom lens

►►Space

►►Illusions of height
►►Optical Illusion lines

►►"Fork"

►►Dice

►►Waterfall street art

►►Soldier
At one of these points today.

Regardless in the short term, things will probably not be as bad as some predict, or as good as others forecast.

But that said, elections have consequences.  They reflect to a large part the mood of the country.  And the morality.  

One thing that I have found disturbing is that some Christians have accepted the worldly standards of right and wrong to justify supporting their candidate.  And that door swings easily in both directions.

We as Christians need to be aware of that.  But we also need to be aware that the purest era of God's church on earth was during times of intense persecution.  We should understand this if we have studied any history at all.  And our end-time doctrines lead us to the understanding that just before Jesus comes back, there will be terrible chaos, evil, and destruction let loose on the world.

Now, we could put our faith in politics.  But politicians are a fickle lot, and we cannot know where things will go, except usually downhill.
►►I can remember the election in 1959.  Our family was in New York City on the night of the election, preparing to get on the ship, Concordia Taleb, to begin our journey to Iran to be missionaries.

►►A "good" Republican, Richard Nixon, was running against a "bad" Democrat, John Kennedy. I can remember looking down from the heights of the hotel that we were staying in and watching a crowd of thousands of people clogging the streets for blocks chanting, ►►"We want Nixon, We want Nixon." It was quite impressive.  Only thing more impressive along that line was the Iranians beating their chests, whipping themselves and chanting in sorrow for the martyr Hussein.  I believe that the same spirit was there, but I digress. 
The next morning we woke up with a Catholic president-elect.  Would that be the end of the world?  The discussion in the family was, "With the election of a Catholic president would we even be able to finish our tour in Iran before the Sunday Law, etc happened?"

Well, things are fickle.

We didn't make our 7 years in Iran, because mom and dad divorced.  Richard Nixon turned out not to be the best loved politician ever, and JFK, in spite of his personal immorality, turned out to be a president that loved his country, and probably was assassinated because of his views in that regard.  

So who are we to say?  I could go on.   I have one last word on that.  I do not find wither candidate in this election to be particularly attractive.  But we cannot possibly see the end from where we stand now.

►►What is the Biblical perspective that a Christian should take at this point?  I know that many do not agree with me on this, but I believe that the Christian should vote.  ►►Particularly when we have other issues on the ballot like we do this time.  For instance, the marijuana initiatives.  We could speak of the morality of the issue, or the practical side.  In Denver, crime has and emergency calls because of marijuana have jumped around 40 % since their approval of pot.  Just an example of predictable consequences. 

There is a Christian viewpoint that needs to be taken into consideration.  Issues may be clearer, but not always, but with people, you never know.  

If more people were of the JFK mindset, we would remember "Ask not what your country can to for you, ask what you can to for your country."  As it is, the call at election time is free healthcare, free phones, easy drugs, etc.  Did I say before, that the country gets the leadership that it deserves?

►►Which brings to the churches.  If the churches across the nation had remained faithful to their stated beliefs, we would have a much different nation at this point.  We can talk about politicians till we are blue in the face, but centuries of telling people that God's law has been nailed to the cross, done away with,  has taken away the truth that Jesus was nailed to the cross for us,  precisely because the law is important
And many are fond of pointing out flaws in the church and its leadership.  If each member, or at least the majority, had remained faithful to Jesus within the church, showing his righteousness AND HIS LOVE, we would have different churches.

►►There was an ancient ruler named Nebuchadnezzar.  He was not a beloved fellow in many foreign countries, and there were those of his own country that did not care for him.  He was a King/general that had ruthless tendencies, but he was God's tool.  Judah spent most of his time in rebellion against God with the exception of the reign of a few rulers.  They had been warned over and over.  They did not listen.  So God acts.

Nebuchadnezzar's armies came against Judah several times.  Only the last time they returned were the city of Jerusalem and it's beloved temple razed and it's people deported to Babylon.  Most would never see home again.  Very few, if any, would ever see a Israelite temple again. 

But the Jews found a home in Babylon.  They became comfortable.  They settled in.  Life was good.  They never could have predicted that.  The older people would have remembered.  The younger generation enjoyed the benefits of an advanced civilization.  

One of the purposes that God had for the Jews was that they were to be the light of the world.  They were placed at the crossroads of the nations so that they could declare the delights of serving God to those who passed through.  They didn't do that so well.
One of the consequences of the deportation was that Jews were forced to carry their faith to the nations, even if against their will.

►►But an interesting thing happened on the way to slavery.  Four of Israel's finest youth end up in the court of Nebuchadnezzar.  Those four, from the beginning refusing to be part of the culture around them, stood out and demonstrated what the true Israelite follower of God looked and acted like.  Because of their faithfulness, God upheld them before the king so that His will might be done in the empire.  

►►As a matter of fact, not only did the king just give lip service to Jehovah God, he eventually became a believer.

We are all familiar with the Book of Daniel.  Adventists and many other seeking Christians often begin their study of prophecy with Daniel Chapter 2.  

We may not pay enough attention to several parts of this chapter, and the rest of Daniel.  Those parts speak to the faithful throughout time that have asked, "Why Lord."  They give us a statement, but not an answer.  

►►Daniel 2:20-22 (NKJV) 
20  Daniel answered and said: "Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are His. 
21  And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to those who have understanding. 
22  He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, And light dwells with Him. 

►►Daniel 2:46-47 (NKJV) 
46  Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him. 
47  The king answered Daniel, and said, "Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret."

►►Daniel 3:28 (NKJV) 
28  Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God!

►►Daniel 4:34-37 (NKJV) 
34  And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
35  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?" 
36  At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me. 
37  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down. 

►►Daniel 6:25-27 (NKJV) 
25  Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, JOhnand languages that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 
26  I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to the end. 
27  He delivers and rescues, And He works signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 
►►The Book of Esther tells us that there were Jewish communities throughout the Persian empire.  When the decree of salvation went out, people all over the vast Babylonian area of influence gained a knowledge of the true God.

Esther 10:1-3 (NKJV) 
1  And King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the land and on the islands of the sea. 
2  Now all the acts of his power and his might, and the account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 
3  For Mordecai the Jew was second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen. 

So what lessons do we have for Christian life, not only in our current situation, but for the rest of our lives?

►►John 13:19-20 (NKJV) 
19  Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He. 
20  Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me."
►►John 14:28-29 (NKJV) 
28  You have heard Me say to you, 'I am going away and coming back to you.' If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, 'I am going to the Father,' for My Father is greater than I. 
29  And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.

►►Number 1:  Do not anticipate.  You don't know.  But when it happens, believe! 
►►Number 2:  Live today to the best of your ability.  Let God worry about the future.  His eyes cannot deceived.  His will cannot be covered up forever.  
1 Corinthians 4:5 (NKJV) 
5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's praise will come from God. 
►►Number 3:  Make reasonable plans.  Submit those plans to God.
James 4:13-17 (NKJV) 
13  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 
14  whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 
15  Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 
16  But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
17  Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

►►Number 4:  Your job is to be a Christian TODAY.
Matthew 6:34 (NKJV) 
34  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

►►Number 5:  Live in submission to God's will.   
1 Peter 2:15 (NKJV) 
15  For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men--

James 4:7-10 (NKJV) 
7  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
8  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9  Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

►►Number 6: Faith is in the details.
Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 
2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
Ephesians 6:5-6 (NKJV) 
5  Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 
6  not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) 
18  in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Daniel 1:8-9 (NKJV) 
8  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 
9  Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs.

Daniel and his friends were nobility.  They were righteous nobility.  They were polite, kind, and faithful.  You cannot really be faithful following rules if you forget the two great commandments:  "Love God supremely, Love your neighbor as yourself."

►►Number 7:  (I'll stop there because it is supposed to be the perfect number)  If we are surrendered Christians, nothing will happen to us that is not allowed by our Father.  

Romans 8:27-28 (NKJV) 
27  Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

1 John 2:17 (NKJV) 
17  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
Is that not our goal?  To live forever with our best friend Jesus?  


O.K., lets come to the conclusion.  Nations are not saved or lost because of elections.  An election merely is a demonstration of the heart of the country.  The country is saved or lost in the families.  An country is saved or lost in the churches, in the businesses, in the schools, in the stores, in the entertainment they choose.  The country is changed when ethics and honesty are important, not just in politicians, but in mom and dad.  The country is changed when the pastors preach the truths that some do not want to hear.  The country is changed when God is more important than guns, when a pure heart is more important than health care, when it is more important to talk about Jesus than politicians.  And the country is changed when they seek God by falling on their knees in repentance seeking him.  When we fall on our knees in sorrowful repentance, rather than approaching him with frivolous ditties and waving hands, then healing begins.  The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  Repentance is not joyful, but it brings joy.
Brothers and sisters, I can think of nothing that could be more important than to go to our knees now.  In repentance.  In sorrow for sin.  In an appeal for our nation.  Will you join me?
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