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Prosperity

Open 10

Scripture  Nehemiah 9:5-6

Close    75
Well, I have had to ask myself the question, "Is there life after Nehemiah?"  I have enjoyed the study immensely, and I hope that I have not been the only one.  I have only one goal in my preaching.  That goal is to give you the desire to come closer to Jesus, and help you along that pathway.  
We have had a busy year so far, and there are more things to be done as we move on through the year.  I would just like to encourage you to keep on keeping on, with the goal of introducing more people to Jesus Christ.

We have two more in this series.  Today will be short because of communion service.  

We are going to touch lightly on chapters 9-12.  

We dealt with chapter 9 a little in the last talk.  After the repentance and sorrow, there is a celebration of God's goodness.  It begins appropriately with these words:

Nehemiah 9:5-6 (NKJV) 
"Stand up and bless the LORD your God Forever and ever! "Blessed be Your glorious name, Which is exalted above all blessing and praise! 
6  You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You. 
Note after confession is the immediate recognition of God as the one who created everything.  Therefore he is worthy of Glory.  

The rest of the chapter is a recitation of the failings of Israel, and the gracious mercy and long-suffering of God.

It ends: Nehemiah 9:38 (NKJV) 
38  "And because of all this, We make a sure covenant, and write it; Our leaders, our Levites, and our priests seal it."

  Chapter 10 begins by listing those who signed this pledge, and very specific promises to God.

1.  They would walk in the law of Moses and  God's law.

2.  They would not mingle with the people of the land.

3.  They would honor God's Sabbath.

4.  They would honor the Jubilee system.

5.  They would support the work of God by bring wood, firstfruits, firstborn of livestock and dedicate their firstborn sons to God.

6.  They would return the tithes to the Levites.

7.  They would not neglect the House of God, the singers, and the priests who ministered there.

Chapter 11 describes the work to repopulate Jerusalem.  Lots were cast and 10% of the rural population moved into the city.  

Nehemiah 11:2 (NKJV) 
2  And the people blessed all the men who willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem. 
Here we have it.  It is because of the goodness of God that Jerusalem is re-established.  

The service that we celebrate today is a bitter-sweet service.  It is so because it has to do with repentance, sorrow and celebration.   We mourn that our Savior had to die.  We are appalled that this was necessary because of our sins.  

Yet we rejoice in a love so all-encompassing, so self-forgetting, that it gave up all for us.  

The question of standards, rules, and laws can be a sticky one.  And the conversation is basically irrelevant if you have no love.

But here before us today, we celebrate love without boundaries.  Love that is beyond our imagination.

And this love is absolutely the only reason to obey.  We love God because he first loved us.  

As we comprehend the magnitude of this gift, our whole life changes from "What do we have to do?" to "What is the most that I can do?"

It brings a shift in paradigm.  A new way of thinking.  A new life.  

The broken body, and the shed blood, the possibility of eternal failure, happened so that we can live eternally encompassed in the matchless love of the Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and a great company of heavenly beings.

No wonder we call it celebrating communion.
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