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It is a dangerous study that we have today.  It is dangerous for two reasons.  First it is dangerous because it might be misinterpreted to give some comfort that they can rest on their own goodness and become complacent in their personal lifestyle.  

Secondly it is dangerous because the hearers might leave with the thought that somehow, by cleansing the church of elements that they do not agree with, that somehow they will earn the favor of God.

I would like to suggest that the messages to the churches are cumulative.  If you take the message of any one church as the whole message without building on the messages to the other churches, you will not interpret the message of the later churches correctly.

In other words, as we study today, if we do not keep in mind the messages that have gone before, we may make a wrong turn in our conclusions.  

So as we study today, specifically let us remember the message to the church at Ephesus, which calls God’s people back into relationship with him.

Today we study the church at Pergamos.  
Revelation 2:12  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 

THUS SAYETH 

'These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword:

THE APPRAISAL - COMMENDATION

13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

THE APPRAISAL – CONDEMNATION

14  "But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

15  "Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

COUNSEL

16  'Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT

17  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

PROMISE

To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it."' 
In the historical application for Pergamos, the church seems to fit a time frame roughly from the conversion of Constantine to about 313 A.D.  The church outwardly won the struggle with paganism, and Christianity became the state religion.  The nominal Christians did not fear for their lives any more.   Tradition replaced the Bible.  While there were many who remained faithful, the fourth and fifth centuries after Christ were characterized by spiritual decline, apostasy, and compromise. 

 Pergamos was a beautifully situated city with an air of royalty about it. It sat on top of a huge mountain, rising steeply and majestically out of a beautiful valley. You could see the Mediterranean Sea some 15 miles away. Pergamos was one of the cultural and religious centers of the world. The cities most prominent feature was its acropolis, rising about 1,000 feet in the center of the city. Temple after temple had been built on it.  There was a large library.  Larger than the one in Ephesus by far, and second only to the one in Alexandria.
APPRASIAL – COMMENDATION

There was a temple to Asclepius, a serpent-like god of healing which was famous for its college of medical priests. People came from all over the world to find healing there.  And the symbol of the serpent is still with us in the medical system.
Of all of the altars there, the most famous pagan altar was built to Zeus. It was the largest and most famous altar in the world. Forty feet high and 90 feet square, it stood on a ledge of rock, and looked exactly like a huge seat or throne.  It smoked all day with sacrifices offered to Zeus.  This church knew what it was to live in a pagan society, as though Satan’s seat itself was there.

Besides these, there were temples to Athena and Dionysus, and emperor worship.

Pergamos was the first city to openly support imperial worship, (Worship of the state and its leader). Rome’s conquest of the world had brought about peace and because of this Pax Romana, food and trade and prosperity were all easily realized.
Life became easier and more comfortable for many. Roman government capitalized on this unifying spirit and began to center these benefits in the Emperor Caesar himself. Gradually the government erected temples, altars, and images in Caesar’s honor and he became a god. Finally a law was issued requiring every citizen throughout the empire to go to the temple once a year and bow and say, “O Caesar is Lord.”  
To prove that a man had performed this loyal act to Rome, a written certificate was required to be in his possession. 
The church at Pergamos knew what it was like to suffer martyrdom because they refused to deny Christ. The church was commended for it’s faithfulness. They knew what it was like to be persecuted. And some also knew what it was to place their faith in Him with the 2 edged sword.  
Now the text speaks of Antipas: we aren’t exactly sure who he was. He was probably their pastor, or maybe one of their leaders. If so he would have been one of the angels to the churches. 

But notice something.  My witness, My martus, My martyr, My faithful one.  Do you see all of the "My's? My name, My faith, My witness, My faithful one. Christianity is personal, isn't it? It has to be personal. 
So part of the commendation was “You didn't deny My name, you didn't deny My faith, that's your commitment to Me.” 

However:

THE APPRAISAL – CONDEMNATION

The very word 'Pergamos' has the root from which we get our English words for bigamy and polygamy.  “Gamos” is the word for marriage. The part which forms the first syllable frequently calls attention to something that is objectionable.  So, 'Per-gamos' signifies a mixed marriage in the most objectionable sense of the word, for it is the marriage of the Church of Jesus Christ with the world.
This is a marriage that obviously should not have taken place.  Jesus said, 
"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you" (John 15:18-19). 
In His great high priestly prayer He said, 
"I have given them Thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world" (John 17:14-16). 
"Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you" (1 John 3:13). 
The sad thing is that it is apparent that the world could not bring itself to love the church until the church had first become worldly. The church that is popular with the world today is not the spiritually strong, separated church; the popular church is it the church that mixes with the world and which welcomes the unconverted into its fold. 
There were issues again in this church with the teachings of Balaam.  As you will recall, Balaam was not allowed to curse Israel, though he badly wanted the money he could have gotten by doing that.  So instead, he had Balak set up idols to worship his pagan gods near the Israelite camp.  There the Israelites were seduced by gluttonous feasting and wanton fornication.   In virtually every pagan worship there was feasting which would have included food sacrificed to idols, and sanctioned, even encouraged immorality.
Appropriately enough, Balaam was killed with the sword along with those that he induced to sin.  This is the same judgment that is promised for the Balaamites and the Nicolaitans who dwelt in Pergamos
 Balaam sought to bring about apostasy directly.
The Nicolaitans sought the same end by compromise.   
COUNSEL

Jesus’ response to the apostasy and heresy?

16  'Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

And in this case you will notice that the description of Christ that is selected is that which demonstrates His judicial authority. It sees Him as judge, it sees Him as executioner. He is going to not only judge the world; He is going to judge his church.  

And what is it that is the sword coming out of His mouth? We have seen this before.
Perhaps Hebrews 4:12 says it as well as any, "For the Word of God is alive and powerful, sharper than any...what?...two-edged sword." It is the Word of God coming out of His mouth that is like a two-edged sword. 
It's a double edged sword to speak of judging and moving fast from side to side and wreaking havoc as it moves. It is an instrument of judgment falling on those who are deserving of that judgment.

The Roman governor in Pergamos had the right to the sword, that is, the power of life and death.   If you do not deny your Lord, I will kill you.  If you do not worship the emperor, I can take my sword right now and hew you down. 
The Jesus of the church of Pergamos says, I am the one with the sharp two edged sword.  I will defend my own.  And I will cleanse my own.  
The ruler of the world may be able to take your life now, but I have better things in store.  In other words, as Jesus said in Matthew 10

28  "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT

17  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

PROMISE

To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it."' 

The believers in Pergamos were encouraged to compromise in eating pagan sacrifices, they lived in a licentious society which was invading the church, and they were coerced to worship the emperor to receive a certificate and avoid discomfort.  Because of these things they lived in a state of hostility to their faith.  

But there is a promise for the faithful.  Those who repent and return to their Lord will be given hidden manna, (don’t need to eat animals), a white stone, and a new name on the stone.   

If you refuse to eat pagan feasts, you will have heavenly food.  If you refuse the earthly certificate, you will be given an imperishable one.  

If you are an overcomer, you will be given the dignity of a new name a white stone, if you will, which entitles you to enter the marriage supper of the lamb.  And that’s going to be a real feast.
And on the white stone is a new name written.  A new name is associated with a new character.  Remember when Jacob wrestled with the angel at the Brook Jabbok?  He mistook the angel for Esau or one of his men, and feared for his life.  When the angel wounded Jacobs thigh and crippled him, Jacob still refused to let go, demanding a blessing of the Lord.  Jacob received this blessing and part of that was a change of name to Israel.  The supplanter had become one who prevailed with God.  

The new name indicated his new character.
Let’s apply this to today, right here and now.  Satan still tries to seduce the church with compromise and apostasy.  

Apostasy and compromise can be deceptive.   It can start in a number of ways.

“Well, I don’t see what’s wrong with that.”

“Do you think that is what God really means?”

“I just don’t see it that way.”

“Well, I think…..”

“The world is different now.  Shouldn’t we keep up with it?”

“Just a little bit won’t matter.
A step by step movement on the easy way, away from the narrow path.  It can happen gradually.  It can feel so right.  
Apostasy can also begin with self-congratulation over our perceived correctness or zeal.  

Proverbs 16:25   
This is repeated twice in Proverbs.  
Solomon further illustrates this by saying 

Proverbs 6:10  A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep;
Proverbs 24: 30  I went by the field of the lazy man, And by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding;

31  And there it was, all overgrown with thorns; Its surface was covered with nettles; Its stone wall was broken down.

32  When I saw it, I considered it well; I looked on it and received instruction:

33  A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest;

34  So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like an armed man.
Spiritual poverty comes in the same way.  Sleep and slumber.  Becoming distracted by the affairs of life.  

As God’s children, we need to be awake, and alert to what is going on around us.  We need to be sensitive to spiritual truths, and spiritual untruths.  We need to rightly divide the word of truth.  Only by wakefully accepting the sword of God, the word of his mouth, can we avoid the pitfalls that are laid in our path.  That is why the Ephesian challenge to the church is such an important one.  It is the foundational challenge for all of us.  
Is our doctrine, are our actions, based not on what we think or feel is right, but on what we have been led to by a response to the Ephesian call?

What we think or what we feel, what someone else thinks, or what they feel, does not make truth.  In Eve’s mind, the fruit was good for many things.  It seemed wholesome.  It looked tasty.  It offered the chance for wisdom and a growth in knowledge.  But it led away from God.
And it began by discounting her relationship with her Creator.  Then she wandered from her mate. Then she let down her guard concerning the warnings of God.  Then she remained on enchanted ground arguing about what God meant by his command.  Then she took of the fruit.  The rest is history.  
The message in a nutshell?  Hold fast to the faith you have.  Reject those who would bring in heresy or immorality into the church.  Use the word of God, as led by the Spirit to correctly guide the church.  
Are you faithful in your life?  Has immorality crept in, in some fashion?  Is compromise clouding your vision?  Behold the Lamb of God.  Behold the First and the Last. Listen to the Holy Spirit as he continues to lead you.  

Today, God calls you to faithfulness.  How will you respond to that call?
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