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         The Totally Satisfied Church    
Revelation 3:14  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:

15  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.

16  "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.

17  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;

18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

19  "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.

20  "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

21  "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

22  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' "

Historical application of the Laodicean church.  

The historical application to the church of Laodicea is that it is a type for the Christian church of the last days of earth’s history.  It goes through great social, political, and religious upheavals that no previous church has experienced.  Perhaps because of the whiplashing of ideas and ideals, this church insulated herself from change by taking the easy way out.   She pats herself on the back, and seems to relish the fact that she is good enough.  God has blessed but let’s not get too enthusiastic about it.  Let’s just be good moderate do-gooder Christians.

In other words.  The church of 2011.

The city of Laodicea, because of a fortunate location on the imperial road was one of the greatest commercial and financial centers of the ancient world.  It was very wealthy and proud of its wealth.  When it was destroyed by an earthquake around A.D. 60, the citizens were so rich and independent that they refused help, and rebuilt the city using their own resources.  

This wealth came from two main sources: banking, and clothing manufacturing.  The cloth that they were famous for was made from a soft and glossy black wool.  This wool was used to make different kinds of garments and luxurious carpets that were exported all over the world.  This commercial activity brought wealth into the city which in turn enriched the bankers who stored a large amount of gold in their banks.

In addition, Laodicea has a school of medicine which specialized in eye diseases by the means of an eyesalve made from “Phrygian powder” mixed with oil.  

Furthermore, a river ran through the city which had it’s source in some hot springs.  These hot springs were used for medicinal baths, but since they were also the water supply for Laodicea, by the time the water reached the city it was still warm.  Not the cool drink that most would prefer to have.  

So in a word, the Laodiceans felt they had it all together.  Success in commercial, financial, and industrial prosperity gave the Laodiceans a sense of pride and self-satisfaction, which evidently pervaded the church.  They felt they were wealthy and in need of nothing.

Jesus has a special message for this church.  As He gives this message he incorporates the characteristics of the church and the city it is in to show the problems that the Laodiceans have.  

The Jesus of Laodicea is described as “ the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:”
Jesus is named the first and the last.  He is the beginning of creation.  That word could also be translated origin, or source. And he is the Amen, or end. Genesis tells us that God saw his work and it was completed.  It was finished, and it was very good.
He is also the faithful and true witness.  A witness tells of something that he or she has experienced.  A faithful witness and an honest witness is the only really valuable witness.  

It might do us well to remember that the Greek word for witness is martus, from which we get our English word, martyr.   Jesus was a witness to the love of God by his death on the cross.


Jesus’ assessment of the Laodiceans is not great.  It is not what I would like to hear about myself, or my church.  But unfortunately much probably applies.


Revelation 3:15  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.

16  "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.

17  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;

18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

     Much excellent labor was bestowed upon the Laodicean church. To them was given the exhortation, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." But the church did not follow up the work begun by God's messengers. They heard, but they failed to appropriate the truth to themselves, and to carry out the instruction given them. The result that followed is the result always sure to follow the rejection of the Lord's warnings and entreaties (MS 128, 1903).  {7BC 964.5}

Neither cold nor hot.  The attitude of the Laodiceans was about as appealing as the warm mineral water that they had to drink.  By the way, how many of you like to drink lukewarm water?  And do you know what Drs. order when they want someone to bring up something harmful?  Lukewarm water.  Not too hot and not too cold.  
That is where God has an issue with the church.  They were MDAR Christians.  They didn’t get enthusiastic about revival, and they didn’t get enthusiastic about heresy. They didn’t even seem to “Just be happy to be here.”  They were self-satisfied. Complacent.  

Jesus says, “This condition makes me nauseated.   You do not have the cooling power of cold water, and you don’t have the warming power of hot water.  I just want to spew you out.  Jesus can find nothing good to say about Laodicea.
Then Jesus gets specific on why:

17  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;

They thought that their banks would save them, their wealth would save them. They thought that their beautiful cloth would clothe them. They felt no needs.  Physical or spiritual
But Jesus sees their spiritual state.  They are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  They are wretched because they are miserable.  They are wretched because they are in spiritual poverty.  They are wretched because the scales of wealth had hidden from their eyes the true spiritual condition that they live in.  They are not just poor, they are extremely poor.  And they are wretched because they are naked. 
As it has been said: “The one who does not know, and the one who does not know that he knows not, are in the same position.”

The really good news however is this:  The fact that Jesus is challenging the church indicates that there is hope for them.

Jesus gives his counsel.  

18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.


Jesus invites Laodicea to get true gold so that they will have true riches.  He invites then to exchange the silky black robes of their self-doing and accept the white garments of Christ’s righteousness so that they might not stand naked before God.  He encourages them to anoint not their physical eyes with the medicine of earthly physicians, but rather with the true eye salve of the Spirit that they might be aware of their condition.

Speaking of a period of revival in a congregation, EGW wrote this:

The counsel of Christ to the Laodicean Church was being acted upon, and all who were feeling their poverty were buying gold (faith and love) , white raiment (the righteousness of Christ), and eyesalve (true spiritual discernment).  


Unfortunately in this situation, revival was not followed through.  They did not let the Holy Spirit soften their lives and open their eyes.  


Jesus expresses his love in the next verse.


19  "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.


If you have something that is broken, and you don’t want it or like it, do you fix it or throw it away?  If you have something that is broken, and it is important to you, do you fix it or throw it away?


Jesus is trying to fix Laodicea because he loves Laodicea.  He is calling out to them to forsake their earthly satisfactions and discover the zeal of a real relationship with Him.  So if Jesus is reproving you,  if he is allowing difficulties to come into your life, that means that he still cares about you.  

Hebrews 12: 5  And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;

6  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives."

7  If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?

8  But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

9  Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?

10  For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.

11  Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

Because God loves the Laodicean church it is called to be zealous (for God) and repent of it’s satisfaction.  


In other words, Jesus is calling for revival. 

There is an apocryphal book named the Acts of Peter.  There is a confusing statement supposedly made by Jesus:  I doubt that it was, but I want to share it with you anyway because it makes a point.

“Except ye make the right hand as the left hand, and the left hand as the right hand, and that which is upwards as that which is downwards, that which is before as that which behind, you shall not know the kingdom of God.”


Think about it for a minute.  When does right become left and left become right?  When you do an about face.  And when does upwards become as downwards?  When you stand on your head, or see things in another mind, when your values are reversed.  Then that which was important is unimportant, and that which was disregarded before becomes important.  In a word, repentance.  

That is what Laodicea is called to do


Next, we have the call and promises of Jesus.


20  "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

21  "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.


The knocking of Jesus at the door is a picture that many artists have painted.  I hope you can paint it in your mind.  Jesus is knocking, calling, waiting, hoping.  He wants to bless Laodicea.  He wants a one to one situation with Laodicea.  He wants to fulfill all his promises to Laodicea.  


And the promise is simply this.  If you let me in to your heart to dine with me, then you will sit in my home on my throne.  And Laodicea can then dine with Jesus and the righteous for eternity.


And who is Laodicea?  The church at ______________ is Laodicea.  You and I are Laodicea.  We are the church of the end times.  We are not what we think we are.
….We should remember that the church, enfeebled and defective though it is, is the object of Christ's supreme regard. Constantly He watches over it with tender solicitude, and strengthens it by His Holy Spirit. Will we, as members of His church, allow Him to impress our minds and to work through us to His glory? Will we heed the messages He addresses to the church? Let us determine to be among the number who shall meet Him with joy at His coming, and not among those who "shall wail because of Him." Let us make certain our redemption by obeying the messages that He gives to His church.  {ST, February 4, 1903 par. 2}

Brothers and sisters, have you been feeling the need of advancement in your Christian experience?  Has church as usual begun to worry you?  That means God’s Spirit is talking to you.  

Turn around.  Make your left your right.  Begin looking at the world from a different perspective.  

We have two choices.  Wake up and live, or stay satisfied and die.  What is your choice today?
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