We have spent the last two times together looking at Revelation chapters 4 and 5.  The more that I have looked into this chapter, the more excited I have become about what I have seen there.  
I can’t really tell you how many times that I have read through these two chapters before.  Somehow, I missed some of the things that I am going to share with you today.  Perhaps you have already seen them, I am going to press on anyway perchance someone here has not discovered what I have found.

To be honest with you, I could split today’s talk into two portions, but I am going to try to condense them somewhat.  Those two portions are:  The Scroll, and The Event.  These two are the focus of Revelation Chapter 5.

To begin let’s read the verses.

Revelation 5:1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals.

2  Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"

3  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.

4  So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it.

5  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."

6  And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

7  Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

8  Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

10  And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth."

11  Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,

12  saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"

13  And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

14  Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.

Let’s look at the scroll.  As we will continue to see in the Revelation, the scroll plays a major role.  As a matter of fact, the scroll is a main player in the story in Chapters 4-11.  Therefore it is not insignificant.  

What do we know about the scroll.  First, the word scroll here can be either a book as we know it today, or a rolled document.  John probably saw the latter.  

Second, it was written on both sides, front and back.  The front would have been what you saw as you unrolled it.  The back, would obviously be the other side.  Some of the writing on the back could have been seen while the scroll was rolled up, but nothing from the inside would have been visible.  Some feel that the little book of Revelation 10 was that part of the scroll visible from the outside.  

The writing on the front and back could refer to God’s covenant with his people on one side, and a prophetic message on the other, or to put it in NT words, the Law and the Prophets. 

Third, it is sealed with 7 seals.  Sealing documents was a common practice in the ancient world to protect legal or sensitive documents.  In the Roman world, a will had to be witnessed and sealed by 7 people, who, when the testator died, had to each one unseal his portion to verify the validity of the will.  The seals would have had threads attached, then hot wax dropped on the document, and then have an impression with a signet ring.  An unbroken seal would assure people of the validity of the document.  Only the owner, or the person to whom the document was forwarded to were to be allowed to break the seal.  
As we know 7 is an important number in the Bible and particularly Revelation.  The number stands for completeness.  The world was completed in 7 days.  God in his grandeur and omnipotence is perfect, and 7 is known as the number for God.  Seven seals would indicate that the scroll was perfectly sealed.  
If you recall when Jeremiah was instructed to redeem some land, just before the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem, he had the document witnessed and sealed to make it legally binding.  

Jeremiah 32:9  And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver.

10  And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances.

11  So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open:

12  And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison.

Fourth, as we have alluded to already and just looked at, seals were for the purpose of securing and guaranteeing the legality of the data sealed.  

Private seals were common in the surrounding nations, but in Israel, they were usually used by a king or his officials in an official or legal act.

Now let’s examine the event.  

The place:  The throne room of heaven

The players:  We looked at the beings around the throne last time.

The props:  Throne, Scroll

The principles in the chapter:  


ONE on the throne


A dying lamb / lion


The seven Spirits of God who do the Lamb’s bidding in the earth.

The issue:  Who is worthy?  Worthiness and unworthiness.
The reaction:  Sorrow, then praise.

5:1  And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals.

John sees the throne.  Picture a throne as usually actually was in John’s day.  Rather than a chair for one, as is often pictured, see a royally decorated couch.  There was room for one that is highly favored by the king to sit beside him.  Note the KJV/NKJV has the word hand italicized.  That means the word is supplied.  Many believe that what John is actually seeing is that God is on the throne with the scroll sitting at his right side rather than in his right hand.  

V 2.  The question of the universe.  Who is worthy?  The scroll must be undone.  Each seal must be removed before the contents can be revealed.  
V 3 indicates that no one is worthy.  God, sitting right there on the throne is not declared worthy.  The seraphim and cherubim are not worthy.  The 24 Elders are not worthy.  The millions of angels are not worthy.  And certainly John is not worthy.  No wonder he weeps.

But then he is given encouragement.  The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David has prevailed and is worthy.

If we take the reference, “The root of David” and compare it to some NT passages, we get an enlarged picture.  It is true that David and his kingship came from God.  But David’s line came to an apparent earthly end.  But David was promised that his kingship would be forever.  Those of you who work outside will appreciate this.  While David’s tree was cut down, there was to be a regrowth.  
Zech 6:12  "Then speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of the LORD;

13  Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD. He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both."'
The word branch there literally means sprout, as it does in several OT passages.
I think that I shared with you how several years ago when we had that terrible March freeze that I lost my oriental persimmon tree.  I thought it was gone for ever.  However, from that root grew another shoot.  A sprout if you will.  And that spout has grown as large as the original tree was, and is bearing fruit again.  
So the Root of David is a sprout from the apparently dead tree of the Davidic monarchy, which has grown to surpass all that David ever was or did.   

This also to me is an indication that all of the prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

V 6.  John looks to see this Lion of Judah, this sprout of David, and what does he see?  A continually dying lamb.  A lamb whose dying is eternal as well as his life.  This dying Lamb which is a powerful Lion.  
The Lion shows WHAT Christ did.  He overcame all the agents of Hell.  He overcame every temptation.  

The Lamb shows HOW he did it.  The Lamb is the sacrifice for the sins of the world.  The dying Lamb is the reality of what all of the sacrificial system was pointing towards.  He loved not his soul to the death.  In his eyes, the possibility of being a forgiven sinner is more than his eternal life.  His dying is the continual forever reason that sinners can enjoy the delights of salvation.  His dying is forever the reason that we can look upon a holy God and not die.

The Lamb’s seven eyes represent his perfect all seeing knowing abilities. The seven horns represent his perfectly complete power.  The seven spirits represent the perfect work of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ behalf for us who dwell in the earth.

In the wilderness temptation, in the Garden of Gethsemane, through his trial, and on the cross Christ earned the title of Worthy.  Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain. 

V 7, The being on the throne hands the scroll to the Lamb/lion, and as he receives it, heaven breaks out into glorious praise of the one who is worthy to open the scroll.

The rest of the chapter is praise and worship of the one who is worthy.

What is happening here?  What is the event?  When did it happen or when does it happen?

What is different from Old Testaments visions of heaven?

First, as we saw before, the 24 elders are not seen in the OT.

Second, the word worthy is not applied to any being in heaven in the OT.

Holy? Absolutely. Worthy.  It is not there, (two italicized references, but not referring to heaven)
What similarities.

The Scroll.

Now here we need to mention something that we did not cover before.

When the OT Israelite king was enthroned he received two things:  The royal crown, and a copy of the Covenant Scroll, which was the book of Deuteronomy.  In fact he was instructed by God as part of his kingly duties to make his own copy of Deuteronomy and study it carefully.  

It was the receiving of the crown and the taking of the scroll that validated the rulership of the King.  The possession of the scroll and the ability and responsibility to open and read it demonstrated his right to rule and to deal with crises as they might occur.

Above that, the possession and use of the Covenant Scroll signified that the King of Israel was co-ruler with God, the Great King.  Thus Psalms tells us that the king of Israel sits at Gods right hand and is his co-ruler.

So the scroll played a major role in the legitimization of any king of Israel.
So what is the event in Revelation 5, and did it play out on earth?

Jesus told his disciples:

John 16: 7  "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.

8  "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

9  "of sin, because they do not believe in Me;

10  "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more;

11  "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

12  "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.

13  "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

14  "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

15  "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.
Acts 1: 7  And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

8  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
Now the question is, “When did the disciples receive power?  When was the Spirit poured out?”

It was poured out on Pentecost.

What happened during the scene in Revelation 5 that affected the earth?

The seven spirits of God are sent throughout the earth.

Acts 5: 30  "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree.

31  "Him God has exalted to His right hand  (when? Rev 5) to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

32  "And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit (who was sent to the earth in Rev 5?)  whom God has given to those who obey Him."

And Revelation 5 is the ONLY PLACE where it is mentioned that the Holy Spirit was sent to the earth.  

Acts 2:32  "This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.

33  "Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.
In this sermon that Peter was preaching at Pentecost, he is explaining that the coming of the Holy Spirit to the earth in power was the result of Christ’s exaltation at the right hand of God in the heavenly places.  Since Christ is now exalted on the throne of the universe, the work of the Holy Spirit is unlimited in applying Christ’s sacrifice to the lives of human beings, and declaring God’s kingdom throughout the earth.

As the dying Lamb / conquering Lion receives the scroll from the Father, he is receiving the lordship over the world. David’s throne is restored.  Jesus becomes the supreme ruler of the universe, co-ruler with his Father.  Possessing the scroll makes his kingship legitimate and legal.  
And on earth, the Holy Spirit is unleashed.  The praise in heaven is reflected in the power on earth.  The heavenly being cast their crowns at Jesus’ feet.  The earthly beings cast  their lives unreservedly in His service.  
Without this event, without this chapter, the remainder of Revelation would be useless.  

Must share this with you.

Christ's ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers were to receive the promised blessing.  For this they were to wait before they entered upon their work. When Christ passed within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned amidst the adoration of the angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in rich currents, and Christ was indeed glorified, even with the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity. The Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven's  communication that the Redeemer's inauguration was accomplished. According to His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His followers as a token that He had, as priest and king, received all authority in heaven and on earth, and was the Anointed One over His people.  {AA 38,39}

The power was poured out.  People were won to Jesus.  That is what Pentecost was about.  That is what Revelation 5 is about.  O worship the Lord, tell of His goodness.  Praise his name forever and ever.  And the people said……..
