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The God of Second Chances

Psalm 6:1  O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger, Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure.

2  Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.

3  My soul also is greatly troubled; But You, O LORD; how long?

4  Return, O LORD, deliver me! Oh, save me for Your mercies' sake!

5  For in death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You thanks?

6  I am weary with my groaning; All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears.

7  My eye wastes away because of grief; It grows old because of all my enemies.

8  Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity; For the LORD has heard the voice of my weeping.

9  The LORD has heard my supplication; The LORD will receive my prayer.

10  Let all my enemies be ashamed and greatly troubled; Let them turn back and be ashamed suddenly.

Psalm 86: 4  Rejoice the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

5  For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.
The word of the Lord comes to Jonah the second time.  Arise.  
Jonah had been on a downward spiral.  It had led him to a watery grave.  When he prayed to the Lord and acknowledged him, his ascent began.
He came up from the depths, he came up from the belly of the great fish, and he is lying on the sand of the beach, gasping for all of the fresh air that his lungs can take.  Then God speaks to him again.  “Get up and go…..”

Then God continues, “And preach to them the message that I have given you to preach.” 

Note, not another message.  And I am sure that Jonah would like to have given a message that he felt was more important. But God says. “Preach the message that I have given you to deliver.

Sometimes God’s people get confused about the message they are to carry.  Now it is true that there are different emphases for different times.  But the core message has never changed.  From Noah’s time on it has been a call to accept the mercy of God, to accept if you will, a second chance.   

I, for one, believe that if the message that you carry does not include and promote the concept of a God who loves and wants to forgive, as the Word says, “Who is good and ready to forgive,” you are adulterating the message you are called to proclaim. 

Get up. Go up.  Preach up.  

Jonah gets the message, and he restarts his journey.  Now if Jonah had walked for 8-9 hours each day, it would have taken him around 2 weeks to get to Nineveh. He had a lot of time for thinking.  I am sure that he had a lot of conversations with himself, and with God, as he proceeded on his path.  I can also imagine that he plays out a number of scenarios in his mind. 
What if they repent?  What will people think of me?

What if they don’t repent?  How is the city going to be destroyed?

I am sure that he also reviewed the things that his people had suffered from the Ninevehites. 

And then what must have filled his mind as he comes to the crest of a hill, and there he can see it.  Nineveh.  That great city. 

I can imagine that he takes a deep breath as he sees it lying there.  Waiting for destruction, he hopes.

As he approaches the city, Jonah is probably reciting in his mind what he is going to say.  And he begins to formulate a plan of action.  He decided not to go directly to the king.  He would start at the edge of the city, and perhaps the people there would throw him in prison, and the city would be destroyed because they did not repent.  
His method would sound very strange to you, but it was merely the way of the times.

What he did was what would have been done by the street venders, who peddled their wares from the back of a donkey, or in more modern times from a 3 wheeled bicycle or some kind of a push cart.

Wandering down each street and alley, he would have called out at the top of his voice: “Forty days and forty nights and Nineveh will be destroyed.”

The people, perhaps expecting the man selling salt or onions who would be calling out their wares, would do a double take.  This is not the salt-seller.  This is something completely different.

I can see the people running to their doors, slowing him down, asking him questions.  The message they got shook their souls.  

The message soon reached critical mass.  It was spreading well ahead of Jonah, and soon it reached the king.  His heart was touched.  And he led out in a mass repentance and reformation.  

Now Jonah’s message was not being carried by just one man, but by thousands, encouraged, even commissioned by the king himself.  
The repentance was not just to be verbal.  There was to be a fast.  The inhabitants were to wear clothes of mourning.  They were to dust themselves with ashes.  Not just the people, but the animals also, as their fate was directly tied to the people of Nineveh.  

As one man, the whole city threw themselves on the mercy of Jehovah-God.

Jonah 3:7  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:

8  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

9  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
Nineveh found out what Jonah had discovered  in the depths of the sea, “Salvation is of the Lord.”

In fact, that is what the Lord is all about.  Salvation.

In the history of Nineveh there is a lesson which you should study carefully. This lesson is to be learned for yourselves, {SW 80.3}

The terrible earthquake that has visited San Francisco will be followed by other manifestations of the power of God. His law has been transgressed. Cities have become polluted with sin. Study the history of Nineveh. God sent a special message by Jonah to that wicked city. . . . Many such messages as his would be given in our age, if the wicked cities would repent as did Nineveh.--Ms 61a, June 3, 1906
……When God has pronounced judgments against a  people, as he did against Nineveh, and, like Nineveh, they believe the word of God, humble themselves before him, and turn from their evil ways, he revokes his sentence, and gives the transgressors of his law another trial. But in all the history of God's dealings, it will be found that although he may bear long with the sinner, disobedience will surely meet its punishment. There are limits to the forbearance of God; there is a point at which it becomes necessary to interpose his vengeance, and visibly to rebuke the impiety of men. And it is no less apparent, that those who love and obey God's law will realize that he means what he says, and that all his precious promises to the faithful and obedient will be fulfilled to the letter.  {ST, December 9, 1880 par.
The story of Jonah and Nineveh is a story about revival.  We are Jonah.  We have been called to carry a message.  A Christian is not called to be a pew warmer.  

But we are also Nineveh.  Each of us needs changes, reformation in our lives.  

The Jonah in us has been called to carry a message to our world, that is our neighborhood, our family, our co-workers.

The Nineveh in us has been called to receive a message.  You are blind, naked, and destitute.  No matter what you think.  Buy of me gold tried in the fire, eye salve that you can see, and white garments that you can be clothed. 
What do we need to learn from this portion of the book of Jonah?  

First, we are called to go.  We are to do God’s biddings. We are called to be faithful.  But we are not responsible for the results.  That is the domain of the Godhead.  The Holy Spirit is the one to persuade, lead, and call to respond to the workings of God.  We are to go when it seems impossible.  We are to go when it looks hopeless.  We are to go because God tells us to go.

Second, we heap scorn on Nineveh for its wickedness.  Like Jonah, we somehow feel ourselves superior to the pagans around us.  Surely God has more love and respect for “us” than he does for “them.” 

The question we must ask ourselves is this:  Am I much more willing to carry a message than to respond to one?

How pure are our lives?  How many times did Israel refuse to respond to God’s call?  How many times were they overthrown or taken captive because their hard heartedness?  How many of the prophets did they kill or ignore?  

We are spiritual Israel.  How are we responding to the call to live more godly lives?  Are we striving to be the best person that we can be or are we trying to do the least that we can do to take advantage of God’s mercy and still make it into the kingdom?

Third, God’s test of Nineveh was no less a test of Jonah.  Could Jonah overcome his prejudices, and maybe even hate, to preach a message of salvation to a wicked city?  We will look more at that question next time.

What does this say about other times of preaching?  If those alive before the flood had responded to the preaching of Noah would they have been spared?  I believe that no doubt they would have.  What would have happened if the people of Jesus’ time had listened to the preaching of John the Baptist?  Might the events of Jesus’ life have been different? 
Many times God’s people would have been spared grief if they had just listened to the proclamation of his prophets.  Is that a lesson that we can learn today?
Fourth, we are called to carry a message.  Is the message that we are rushing to carry the one that God wants us to carry?  
We discover some fascinating point of doctrine or truth, and it becomes all consuming for us, sometimes to the point that we forget that the only way into the Kingdom of Heaven is through faith in Jesus Christ.  
There was a reason that Paul said, “I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  

“There is no other name under heaven whereby we must be saved.”  

When they repented the Ninevehites focused on one thing:  getting through to God.  Pleading for repentance.  They did not let wealth, pride, or pet theories get in the way.  This was life or death for them.  And they responded appropriately.  

Jonah carried the right message and it got the right results. 

And last, God does not want to bring harm to any person.  The Bible speaks of “His strange act” when he resorts to punishment.  God by nature is loving and desires more than anything for the sinner to be saved.  And if a whole city can be saved, more the better.  
I believe that God has placed us here to be his Jonahs.  We are here to demonstrate in our lives what God can do with a sinner who chooses to let Christ work in his life.  We are here to demonstrate what the love of Christ is like when lived out in a human being’s life.  

If God were to say that he would save this whole town, would there be some in it that we would not like to see saved?  But God is not willing that any should perish.  He is no respecter of persons.  The person in the jail is not less important to God than is the elder sitting in the pew.  What he knows is that everyone on this earth is a prisoner of sin right now, and his greatest desire is to set us free.  

Our God is the God of second chances. 

Today as we close this portion of study on Jonah, is it your desire through the way you live your life, and the message that you bear to uphold Jesus Christ in the community, your family, and where you work?  
Or perhaps, you need to repent as the Ninevehites did.  

Let’s bow our heads. 
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