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►►The Persecutors
►►Nehemiah 2:9-20 (KJV) 
9  Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me. 
10  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 
11  So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 
12  And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode upon. 
13  And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 
14  Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 
15  Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. 
16  And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 
17  Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 
18  Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 
19  But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 
20  Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

►►There is one thing that is as sure as day and night.  If you try  to do anything positive, there will be pushback against it.  I have this saying, "No good deed goes unpunished."  

And you may have found out in life, that any time you begin to engage in efforts to better yourself in any way, there are those who are threatened by those actions.
You see, people get comfortable with things, even if they are negative, and then some become scared of any kind of change, even for the better.  

This is what we find in Jerusalem as Nehemiah comes to assess the situation.  The people there had been whipsawed back and forth from being encouraged to build to being prohibited from building and back again.  It was a time of discouragement.  But also a time when there was a desire to see something accomplished.  
Nehemiah arrives with a train of government officials and bodyguards.  That just adds to the understanding of his importance to the king.  This provides instant reactions.  Some were delighted.  Some were fearful.  Some were dismayed.  No one was sure at first why he had come. 

►►But we have right up front the statement 10  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.
Who were these men who are mentioned over and over in the account of Nehemiah?

The first mentioned is Sanballat.  Sanballat  was a Samaritan leader and official of the Achaemenid Empire of Persia who lived in the mid to late 5th century BC and was a contemporary of Nehemiah.  
Sanballat is the Babylonian Sin-uballit, "may Sin give him life," or as another says from the name of the Sumerian moon god Sīn meaning "Sīn has begotten", a name occurring a number of times in the contract tablets from the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Nabonidus, and Darius Hystaspis.

He was a Moabite of Horonaim. ( Nehemiah 2:10 Nehemiah 2:13 ; 13:28 ) He held apparently some command in Samaria at the time Nehemiah was preparing to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, B.C. 445. ( Nehemiah 4:2 ) 
From the moment of Nehemiah's arrival in Judea he set himself to oppose every measure for the welfare of Jerusalem. 
We are going to find out later that through marriage, he had infiltrated even into the temple itself.  Those, who along with Sanballat, opposed Nehemiah's work were  Tobiah the Ammonite and Geshem the Arabian.[2] 
TOBIAH

to-bi'-a (Tobhiyah; Codex Alexandrinus Tobias; omitted in Codex Vaticanus):
(1) An Ammonite slave (King James Version, "servant"), probably of Sanballat, the governor of Samaria (Neh 2:10). He was grieved exceedingly when Nehemiah came to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. In two ways he was connected by marriage with the Jews, having himself married the daughter of Shecaniah, the son of Arab, and his son Jehohanan having married the daughter of Meshullam, the son of Berechiah (Neh 6:18).

Then we have Geshem the Arabian (or Geshem the Arab, who is mentioned later; Hebrew: גֶשֶׁם הָעַרְבִי) is the only Arab person mentioned in the Hebrew bible.[1] He was an ally of Sanballat and Tobiah and adversary of Nehemiah (Neh. 2:19, 6:1). In Neh. 6:6 he is called "Gashmu," which is probably more correct, as an Arab tribe named "Gushamu" is known (Cook, "Aramaic Glossary," s.v. גשמו). When Nehemiah proceeded to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, the Samaritans and the Arabs made efforts to hinder him. Geshem or Gashmu, who probably was the chief of the Arabs, joined the Samaritans and accused Nehemiah of conspiracy against the Persian king.

Three sources possibly refer to the Geshem who opposed Nehemiah. A 5th-century B.C. Aramaic inscription from Egypt refers to a certain "Qaunu, the son Gashmu, the king of Kedar." Kedar was one of the main Arab groups in this period. Moreover, both a contemporary account and a king list from Dedan mention Gashmu. If Nehemiah's "Geshem the Arab" was indeed a Kedarite king, his influence would have stetched from northern Arabia to include Judah.

We will see more of these three as we go through the Nehemiah.

They were all upset that the situation in Jerusalem might be improved. When Nehemiah actually disclosed his intention of building the walls of Jerusalem they mocked him, and said, "Will you rebel against the king?"[4] But at this point we are getting ahead of ourselves.
Now, Nehemiah had heard of the conditions of the city.  And I am sure that when he arrived, during those first 3 days he got an earful.  But he wanted to see for himself what was going on.   
►►So, on the third night, he took some trusted men, got on his mule, and began to tour the city by moonlight.  As they went around here were some places so desolate that he couldn't even ride his mule there, and in some places had to scramble over rubble.  
He made a tour of the city. 

►►As you look at this map of the city, you can identify some of the places that Nehemiah went.  
See map here:  http://www.christians-standing-with-israel.org/nehemiah-rebuild-jerusalem-map.html
3  And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 
14  Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 
15  Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. 

►►He did not have to travel too far to see the extent of the desolation.  But he saw what he needed to see.
►►Here's another view of the city.  (Carta Jerusalem)

After he saw for himself the situation, then he went to the leaders.  

►►  16  And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 
17  Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 
18  Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 

►►Again we see Nehemiah acting decisively and properly.  His continual prayers and ability to assess the situation led the Jewish leaders to accept him and follow his lead.  The immediate response from the leaders was "Let's get to work!"
The reason that Nehemiah gave for rebuilding the walls?  That Jerusalem would no longer be a reproach.  A reproach to whom?  God!!  Just like the rebuilding of the temple was to bring glory to God, so the rebuilding of Jerusalem would bring glory to God!
But then the opposition re-enters the picture.  
►►19  But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 
This was an accusation that was thrown at the Jews every time they attempted to do something to improve their situation.  They were ridiculed, scorned, and hated.  And they were falsely accused.  The king had sent Nehemiah to work on the city.  The enemies tried to turn that into a bad thing.

►►20  Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

►►Nehemiah is firm.  God is going to bless us.  We will do the work we came to do.  You are not part of this nation.  Jerusalem is no part of your heritage.  You have no reason or right to be involved with this work.  There was more to this than meets the eye.  If the Jews were to accept help from the gentiles, then the Jews would "owe" them.  As they worked the gentile customs would have been displayed among the workers.  This could lead to problems.  In fact the problems already existed, but we will get into that later.  

Has God promised to help us when we work for Him?

Let's summarize.

Nehemiah comes and the first thing he does is make an assessment.

He wanted a realistic view of the problem. 

What he saw was that the problem had not been overstated.
But he did not go first to anyone for advice.  He knew what his calling was and he did not want to be swayed by others opinions.
After he saw for himself, he went to the Judean leaders.

Laid out the situation as he saw it.  
Sometimes we are too close to see what is going on.  
Sometimes we are so immersed in the situation that we can't think new thoughts.  
As he approached the leaders he gave his story (history).  This reinforced his determination, and it helped the leaders get a vision. 
Then he made a call to action.

As a result of those steps, there was a positive response to that call. And they once again became eager to build.

Friends, the lesson to be learned from the rebuilder of Jerusalem's walls and gates is just this: God laid something upon his heart, and he acted upon it! If Nehemiah had ignored God's urging, the walls would have never been rebuilt. If he had allowed himself to become discouraged with the enormity of the task or with the dangers and the opposition at hand, the walls would have remained in ruins. But he didn't. Nehemiah kept his eyes fixed upon God, and the walls were rebuilt!       

OK.  What about today?

►►Do we have a great work to do?  

Does it seem like it is more than we can handle?

Boy, I know that feeling.

Has God called us to do that impossible work?

Is he going to help us?

Brothers and sisters, let us rise up and build.  What do you say?

Now there is a plan.  And it starts today. Cards.
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