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John 2:1-12 (NKJV) 
1  On the third day, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
2  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 
3  And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 
4  Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 
5  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 
6  Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 
7  Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it. 
9  When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 
10  And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" 
11  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 
12  After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days. 

The whole Bible revolves around the preparations for a grand wedding feast.  
But to understand that, we need to understand a Biblical Jewish wedding.

They are very similar in outline to a marriage today, however, very different in the time frames and customs that surround them.

The basics of a wedding are:

1. a contract or agreement.

2. The consummation of the marriage.

3.  The Celebration.

In Biblical times, the contract was something that could be entered into at quite a young age. If the young lady were old enough to make her own decision, she would have chosen her mate, and the father would sign a legal contract.  If the children were quite young, he parents would agree on their children's future companions (in most cases) and a legal contract would be made called a "Ketubbah".  This was often sealed with a cup of wine.
Once this agreement is made, the couple is 100% married.  They may not have even seen each other yet.  And one or both may have even been quite young.  Yet in the Jewish community, if there were a break-up of any kind after the agreement, it was no different than a divorce.  
During the period between the Ketubbah and the consummation, the groom would shower his beloved with many gifts.  They were to show his love for her and help her remember him during the long betrothal period.
Marriage was not consummated at this point.  If the bride were very young, it would not be consummated until at least puberty.

The second step would have been the consummation of the marriage.  This could happen years later in the near-eastern world.  This was called "Chuppah".  
Sometimes it took the groom that long to put together the dowry to give to the father of the bride to guarantee his faithfulness.  The groom raised the amount of money set out in the ketubbah contract, told the father of the bride, who then sets a date to consummate the marriage at the bride's home.  The young man could only go get his bride when the father approved.  If anyone asked the groom when it would happen, he would refer the questioner to the father.  He would say, "If you want to know the time of the consummation, you need to ask her father".
As the day for the consummation of the marriage approached, there were many preparations.  The wedding chamber had to be prepared.  The bride had to go to a mikveh, or cleansing bath.  (By the way the same word used for baptism.)   Then the bride and her maidens would be anxiously awaiting the coming of the groom and his companions.  When the groom arrived, he and the bride would go into the wedding chambers that had been prepared, and the consummation would take place while the friends of the bride and groom waited out side for the shout of the bridegroom that he had indeed married a virgin.

Then the proof of the bride's virginity would be displayed to the waiting witnesses, and it was given to the bride or the father of the bride for safekeeping to demonstrate that she was indeed a pure and chaste woman.

There would be feasting during this time, but it became serious when the bride and groom emerged from the wedding chamber.  This was not just a reception, but up to a week of feasting and celebrating the union.  The parable of the guest without a wedding garment gives us illustration of the lengths that were gone to to prepare for a wedding feast.
So the wedding feast is almost the final step in a Jewish wedding.  Not exactly the order that things usually follow in our culture.
The final event was that the bride and groom would go to the home that the groom had prepared for them to live together.

I want to come back to this later.
John 2:1  On the third day, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
2  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 
Now this is not absolute, but it is likely that Jesus may have not been there when the wedding started, if it was one of the ones with a long celebration.  
We can trace his activities back 3 days.  The first day he was with John the Baptist, and on that day two of John's followers decided to follow Jesus.  

The second day, he walked along the sea of Galilee and called Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, and Nathaniel to be his disciples. 

On the third day he ends up a the wedding feast.

The fact that they ran out of wine indicated a relatively long feast, or a very poor planning on the part of the host of the feast.  

 I became a little curious about the third day in scripture.  
It was on the third day that the earth was created, and on the second third day (6th) that man was created.  Grapes were made on the third day, interestingly enough.  

On the third day after God's announcement, the 10 Commandments were given from Sinai.

It was the third day after the visitation of God to Abraham that he was saved from offering Isaac as a burnt offering, by God who provided himself a lamb instead of Isaac.

It was on the third day after leaving their homes in Egypt that Israel faced the Red Sea, and experienced perhaps the greatest deliverance ever.  At that time God showed his great power to deliver in the fiery cloud that illuminated the Israelites and darkened the path of the Egyptians.

On the third day after a sacrifice of a peace offering or a vow offering was offered what had not been eaten had to be burned with fire.

The Lord gave a promise to Israel through the prophet Hosea.

"Come, and let us return unto the Lord for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bind us up. After two days will He revive us: in the third day He will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight. Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." Hosea 6:1-
The salvation of Hezekiah came after the third day.

It came to pass, before Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of My people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for Mine own sake, and for My servant David's sake." 2 Kings 20:4-6. 
It was on the third day that sought Jesus that Mary and Joseph found him in the temple with the scholars.

And it was on the third day that Our Lord and Savior threw off the grave clothes that bound him and came forth to proclaim salvation to the captives of sin forever more. 
3  And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 

Briefly I want to say this about wine.  I do not believe for a minute that Jesus Christ made a fermented drink.  The word for wine in the Bible is ambiguous, and refers to any product of the grape, and on occasion to the grapes themselves.

But if we choose to look at this symbolically, as we have been doing so far, wine in the Bible has two symbols.  And they are similar.  Speaking prophetically, the first is doctrine.  

And there are two types of that.  First the wine of Babylon.  That would obviously be false doctrine.  And there is the wine of the marriage feast of the Lamb.  

The second symbol is similar.  For wine to be made, there has to be a crushing of grapes.  Even today sometimes wine is made by stomping on the grapes to crush out the juice.  So wine also has the symbolism of punishment.  
On with the story.
4  Jesus said to her (Mary), "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 
In our society today, that form of address is cold, formal, and even rude.  But in addressing his mother in that way he speaking in a manner that showed great respect, not disrespect.   And you may recall from reading scripture that this is the same way he addressed his mother while he was hanging on the cross.   

But he addressed the same issue that had been prevalent when his parents found him in the temple with the Pharisees.  She did not own him or his mission.  He had a particular path to walk and he was determined to do it.  But things were to move along at God's pace, not that of Mary.  

Mary obviously did not take offense at what Jesus said.  Instead,
5  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 
She had a simple faith that Jesus could take care of the problem.

6  Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 
These large pots were made of stone, because the Jews felt that they were less likely to become impure than other kinds.  

7  Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it. 
Now we find something interesting here.  Jesus did not fetch the water himself.  He did not touch it.  He apparently did not go anywhere near the pots.  He stayed away so that there could be no accusation that somehow he had worked some kind of magic on them.  But the true test was in the taste.  

9  When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 
10  And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" 
11  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 
12  After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days. 

OK, Let's bring this together in a symbolic way.  It will not fit 100% but I believe that we can find some lessons in it.
We are invited to the wedding.  Our wedding with Jesus Christ.  
We have been courted by Jesus and agreed to become his bride.  

But he pays the price for the wedding.  His own blood.

Then the Groom has to go away for a while.

While he is gone he sends us precious gifts.  The prophets, his Word, the Holy Spirit,  just to name a few. 

The Bridegroom has gone away to prepare for us a wedding chamber in his Father's house.  But we don't know when he will come to get us.
As we prepare for the coming of the bridegroom, we prepare ourselves by cleansing ourselves (baptism) and remaining pure.  

At the wedding feast, we celebrate while we wait.  

But something happens.  The wine that we should be enjoying is good but not that great.  Then it runs out.  What do we do?

We need an abundance of wine that can only come through the power of Jesus.  And as we partake of that which is familiar, with Jesus' touch it becomes better and sweeter than we have ever known.

You see, it makes a difference when Jesus is part of the wedding.  

We may trudge along from Sabbath in a rut, enjoying the doctrines and truths that can be found in God's word.  But without Jesus, sooner or later we will run out of enthusiasm.  Doctrine without Jesus is drudgery.  

But when Jesus becomes the author of our faith, when our beliefs, while they may not change, become saturated in Jesus Christ, it makes a difference.  

Then the great consummation.  The Bridegroom comes for the Bride, and together they go home to the Father's house where many rooms are prepared.

And there we join in the wedding feast of the Lamb and the bride.  Jesus told his disciples, I will not partake of this cup again until I do it new with you in the kingdom.  

Many of you have taken the steps outlined here today.  You have prepared yourself.  But I ask you today, "Is the wine getting a little weak?  Does it seem like it runs out sometimes?"  The answer is Jesus Christ.  

If you have never let him enrich your life before, if you have never given your heart to him, I want to offer you a chance to do that today.  If you haven't made Jesus your Savior, will you do it right now?

And if you have done that already, but things are not like you would like for them to be, if somehow the joy has faded, if the wine is a little weak or missing, do you want to ask Jesus to make it new in your life?  
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