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As we move along in the book of Revelation, we find that our eyes are taken off of the earth, and turned towards heaven.  So far, the message has been about the things that are.  The seven churches existed, and were experiencing various levels of faithfulness.  But next comes the things that are to be. The last 2 verses of the messages to the seven churches prepares us for this move.  
Revelation 3:21  "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

22 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' "

Then immediately as we go into Revelation 4, we find the attention is focused on the throne

Revelation 4:1  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this."

2. Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.

The throne is mentioned over 30 times in the book of Revelation.  

But first let’s look at the concept of throne in the rest of the Bible.

1 Kings 22: 19  Then Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His left.

What do we learn?  The host of heaven stand around the throne.

The Psalms mention the throne of God a lot.
Ps 11:4  The LORD is in His holy temple, The Lord's throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.

What do we learn?  God is in the temple, and his throne is in the temple also.  From the throne he tests (judges) mankind.
Ps 9:4  For You have maintained my right and my cause; You sat on the throne judging in righteousness.
What do we learn?  God judges from the throne, but judges righteously.

Ps 47:8  God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

What do we learn?  God reigns from the throne, and it is holy.

Ps 89: 14  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

What do we learn?  The foundations of the throne are justice, mercy, righteousness and truth.

Hebrews 4: 16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

What do we learn?  The throne is the seat of grace / mercy. (mercy seat!!)

Daniel 7: 9  "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire;

10  A fiery stream issued And came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And the books were opened.

11  "I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.

12  "As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

What do we learn? The throne is a throne of judgment.

Matthew 25: 31  "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

32  "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

What do we learn?  The throne separates righteous from unrighteous.

Zachariah 6: 12  "Then speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of the LORD;

13. Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD. He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both."'
What do we learn?  Jesus will rule from the throne, but he is also a priest on the throne. 

When the angel was talking to Mary, this is what he had to say about Jesus:
Luke 1: 31  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.

32  "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.

33  "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."

What do we learn here about the throne?  Jesus, the Son of God, will be given power and authority to sit on the throne of David forever.

Besides Micaiah that we read about earlier, we have several other visions of the throne in heaven in the Old Testament.

Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

2  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

3  And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!"

4  And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.

5  So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."

6  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.

7  And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged."

8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."
We will look at Ezekiel 1 in more detail later, but I want to home in on 1 verse right now. 

Ezekiel 1:26  And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it.
Ezekiel 10: 10:1  And I looked, and there in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubim, there appeared something like a sapphire stone, having the appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2  Then He spoke to the man clothed with linen, and said, "Go in among the wheels, under the cherub, fill your hands with coals of fire from among the cherubim, and scatter them over the city." And he went in as I watched.

3  Now the cherubim were standing on the south side of the temple when the man went in, and the cloud filled the inner court.

4  Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and paused over the threshold of the temple; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord's glory.

5  And the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard even in the outer court, like the voice of Almighty God when He speaks.

Now let’s go back to Revelation.
As we look at the word throne in Revelation, about half of the time it is just throne, or one on the throne, or he who sat on the throne.  Most of the time it does not specifically state specifically “God” on the throne.  

Particularly in Revelation 4, it is almost as if the throne could stand on it’s own.  I believe that it is the function and meaning of the throne concept that are every bit as important as who actually sits upon the throne.
Let’s recap the lessons from our Old Testament throne verses.

The hosts of heaven stand around the throne.

God is in the temple, and his throne is in the temple also.  From the throne he tests (judges) mankind.

God judges from the throne, but judges righteously.

God reigns from the throne, and it is holy.

The foundations of the throne are justice, mercy, righteousness and truth.

The throne is the seat of grace / mercy. (mercy seat!!)

The throne is a throne of judgment.

The throne separates righteous from unrighteous.

Jesus, the Son of God, will be given power and authority to sit on the throne of David forever.

So as we look at Revelation 4 and 5, I believe that the throne concept is going to tie together all of the concepts that we have seen in the Bible before this point together to teach us of how God’s government works.  

 I believe that the first obvious lesson in Revelation 4 is that the throne is central to everything that goes on in heaven.

Also in chapters 4 and 5 I believe that we see the real sanctuary.  As we know, the sanctuary in the wilderness, and the temples were constructed to give us a view of God’s workings for mankind.  I believe that we can find structures in heaven that are reflected in the earthly sanctuary.  But they are not structures as we might expect.  

We have the throne, which is the mercy seat as we saw a minute ago.  It seems to be central.  Then we have other features:  
The 7 lamps of fire reflected in the 7 golden candlesticks, which are the seven manifestations of the Spirit of God.  
You have the Crystal Sea, which in the earthly was represented by the bronze laver.  

There are the flashings of lightning which can be seen in the Shekinah glory that rested over the mercy seat.

You have the 4 living creatures which are reflected in the cherubim that were over the earthly mercy seat.

Later on we see more features that were reflected in the earthly sanctuary:

The souls under the altar.

The tree of life that is the bread of life.

The intercessor that is incense. 

Interestingly we find John recording in Chapter 21 that there is no temple in heaven.  

22  But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
None is needed, for God and Jesus together are the embodiment of the entire meaning of the earthly sanctuary.  

When all is said and done, what is left is the throne.  The throne which is the source of all of the nourishment, water, and light that humanity needs.
And who sits on that throne?  God the Father and God the Son.  Providing for eternal blessings for his people.  The surety of their eternal life.  

Today, as you contemplate the meaning of God’s glorious throne, are you willing to bow down before him?

I invite you right now to bow your knees before the glorious throne and praise his holy name.  

Take just a moment to do that right now.
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