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As I have said before, anytime that we begin talking about God we are way out of our league in being able to understand Him.

We have spent some time on Jesus, and God the Father.  Today I want to plunge into the Biblical topic of understanding the "Us" of Godliness.

I suspect that throughout eternity we will be continue to grow in understanding of what the fullness of the Godhead really means.

I also suspect as we see it in action close up, our understanding will grow greater and greater.

There have been swings in the Adventist church since it's inception on the understanding of what we humans so inadequately call "The Trinity."

Many of the pioneers did not believe in the Trinity, saying that there was no such term in the Bible.

They were correct.

Neither do we see the word "millennium" or other concepts that we believe in.  

The word trinity is used to describe what many see in scripture.

I would like to deal with two arguments against the doctrine of the trinity.  The first is that it is a pagan belief.  In pagan beliefs, when there was a trinity, or any other numbers of gods, they always worshipped and believed in three or more separate gods. The Trinity asserts one eternal true God revealed in three distinct inseparable Persons. The doctrine of the Trinity is indigenous only to Christianity.
Taking it a step further, paganism has anticipated several Christian doctrines, because there is a great intellect behind paganism that has experienced truth and is doing his best to counterfeit it.

Case in point.  How many pagan religions have a mother-child element?  Samarimus/Tammuz,  Isis/Osiris, etc?  Why do many of the pagan temples have a two compartment temple with an altar?  
We could go on......

Secondly, I hear the statement that Catholics developed the doctrine of the Trinity, therefore it must be false.  The truth is that the term trinity was used well before the Catholic church declared her theology supreme.  

The counsel that developed the doctrine of the Trinity only had 2 Roman representatives, and the pope was not even there.

In the Eastern church, as early as A.D. 180, church apologist Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, first uses the term “Trinity” to describe God:
  In like manner also the three days which were before the luminaries, are types of the Trinity [triados] of God, and His Word, and His wisdom.
We need to note that our belief is not developed around what is not, but what is, and that is the I AM.
One more thing we need to clarify is this:  When the Bible (and Jesus) use the term "Son" it is a reference not to a chronological event, where one comes after the other, it is referring to a relational status, showing separateness, but at the same time a close unity.  I think in our age a good analogy, though one is never adequate, would be to say that the Godhead, while being distinct beings, have the same DNA.  That is, while they are distinct, the essence of their being is the same.
If the sonship of Jesus is literal rather than figurative, then there needs to be a mother to make it all work out.  And some have taken this logical step in thinking and declared that the Holy Spirit is the mother god and the mother of Jesus, which is a place some would assign to Mary. 
Furthermore, the belief that Jesus is not a created being, but a self-existent, eternally existent being requires him being Divine.  If Jesus is Divine, and the Father is Divine, that right there calls for a doctrine at least similar to the doctrine of the trinity.

There is a movement in Adventism to get back to the original doctrines of the church.  That in some cases means going back into confusion, for which of the varied beliefs of our forefathers is the correct one?

But I digress.  Our answer is to go to the Word of God.
Now I do not plan to spend the morning in arguments and even speculations.  What I do want to do is take some scriptures one by one and try to understand the clearest meaning for each one.  
I want to stop here and have a prayer that God will guide us in this study.

PRAYER

As we study through scripture some of the texts will be clearer than others, but let us use them as different portions of an understanding of the Godhead.

For lack of any better format we will move through the Bible as the texts appear.

We will begin at the beginning.  
Genesis 1.  

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.


 

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Gen 1:2 Now the earth was without shape and empty, and darkness was over the surface of the watery deep, but the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the water.
Gen 1:3 God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light!
........

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth﻿f﻿ upon the earth. 


 

Gen 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move on the earth.”
Gen 1:27 ​​​​​​​God created humankind in his own image, ​​​​​​in the image of God he created them, ​​​​​​male and female he created them.
Gen 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and subdue it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on the ground.” 

In Genesis 3, we now have the name Lord God, or Yahweh Eloheim used.  Again we see the plural.  
Gen 3:22 And the LORD God said, “Now that the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil, he must not be allowed to stretch out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
As we have discussed before, the name for God in Genesis 1 is a plural.  Now if this were all there were as an argument for the Trinity, it would be a weak argument.  But take it as a part of the picture.  

Our next scripture is in 

Exod 31:1 The LORD spoke to Moses:
Exod 31:2 “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,
Exod 31:3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God in skill, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship,
Matt 3:15 So Jesus replied to him, “Let it happen now, for it is right for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John yielded to him.
Matt 3:16 After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming on him.
Matt 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my one dear Son; in him I take great delight.”
Matt 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Matt 16:17 And Jesus answered him, “You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven!
Matt 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Matt 28:20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized. And while he was praying, the heavens opened,
Luke 3:22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great delight.”
John 16:7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. For if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you.
John 16:8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning sin and righteousness and judgment –
John 16:9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
John 16:10 concerning righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;
John 16:11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
John 16:12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. For he will not speak on his own authority, but will speak whatever he hears, and will tell you what is to come.
John 16:14 He will glorify me, because he will receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you.
John 16:15 Everything that the Father has is mine; that is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you.
Acts 1:7 He told them, “You are not permitted to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.”
Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than people.
Acts 5:30 The God of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you seized and killed by hanging him on a tree.
Acts 5:31 God exalted him to his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses of these events, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
Acts 10:35 but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is right is welcomed before him.
Acts 10:36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) –
Acts 10:37 you know what happened throughout Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
Acts 10:38 with respect to Jesus from Nazareth, that God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, because God was with him.
Rom 1:1 From Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.
Rom 1:2 This gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
Rom 1:3 concerning his Son who was a descendant of David with reference to the flesh,
Rom 1:4 who was appointed the Son-of-God-in-power according to the Holy Spirit by the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom 1:5 Through him we have received grace and our apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles on behalf of his name.
Rom 1:6 You also are among them, called to belong to Jesus Christ.
Rom 1:7 To all those loved by God in Rome, called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Rom 1:8 First of all, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world.
Rom 1:9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit by preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness that I continually remember you
Rom 1:10 and I always ask in my prayers, if perhaps now at last I may succeed in visiting you according to the will of God.
1Cor 12:1 With regard to spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
1Cor 12:2 You know that when you were pagans you were often led astray by speechless idols, however you were led.
1Cor 12:3 So I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1Cor 12:4 Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.
1Cor 12:5 And there are different ministries, but the same Lord.
1Cor 12:6 And there are different results, but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.
1Cor 12:7 To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all.
2Cor 13:11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice, set things right, be encouraged, agree with one another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.
2Cor 13:12 ​Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.
2Cor 13:13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Ephesians 4:4-6 Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the one hope of your calling,
Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
Eph 4:6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
1Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
1Pet 1:4 that is, into an inheritance imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. It is reserved in heaven for you,
1Pet 1:11 They probed into what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating when he testified beforehand about the sufferings appointed for Christ and his subsequent glory.
1John 2:22 Who is the liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the person who denies the Father and the Son.
1John 2:23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either. The person who confesses the Son has the Father also.
1John 3:22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that are pleasing to him.
1John 3:23 Now this is his commandment: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he gave us the commandment.
1John 3:24 And the person who keeps his commandments resides in God, and God in him. Now by this we know that God resides in us: by the Spirit he has given us.
Jude 1:17 But you, dear friends – recall the predictions foretold by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude 1:18 For they said to you, “In the end time there will come scoffers, propelled by their own ungodly desires.”
Jude 1:19 These people are divisive, worldly, devoid of the Spirit.
Jude 1:20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith, by praying in the Holy Spirit,
Jude 1:21 maintain yourselves in the love of God, while anticipating the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that brings eternal life.
Rev 1:4 From John, to the seven churches that are in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from “he who is,” and who was, and who is still to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,
Rev 1:5 and from Jesus Christ – the faithful witness, the firstborn from among the dead, the ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us and has set us free from our sins at the cost of his own blood
Rev 1:6 and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests serving his God and Father – to him be the glory and the power for ever and ever! Amen.
Rev 5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne a scroll written on the front and back and sealed with seven seals.
Rev 5:2 And I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals?”
Rev 5:3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or look into it.
Rev 5:4 So I began weeping bitterly because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
Rev 5:5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered; thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
Rev 5:6 Then I saw standing in the middle of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have been killed. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

>>>>>(Col 2:9 [AKJV/PCE])

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
(Col 2:10 [AKJV/PCE])

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:<<<<<<

Rev 5:7 Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne,
Rev 5:8 and when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp and golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints).
Rev 5:9 They were singing a new song: ​​​​​​“You are worthy to take the scroll ​​​​​​and to open its seals ​​​​​​because you were killed, ​​​​​​and at the cost of your own blood you have purchased for God ​​​​​​persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
Rev 5:10 ​​​​​​​You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
Rev 5:11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a circle around the throne, as well as the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten thousand – thousands times thousands –
Rev 5:12 all of whom were singing in a loud voice: ​​​​​​“Worthy is the lamb who was killed ​​​​​​to receive power and wealth ​​​​​​and wisdom and might ​​​​​​and honor and glory and praise!”
Rev 5:13 Then I heard every creature – in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in the sea, and all that is in them – singing: ​​​​​​“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb ​​​​​​be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!”
Rev 5:14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and the elders threw themselves to the ground and worshiped.The 
Acts 17:29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.
Rom 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Col 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Let us keep in mind as we wrap up all of the texts that we have read where Jesus declares his relationship with his Father.
Summarizing.
The Godhead were all present at creation.  

The Godhead were all present at Jesus’ baptism. 

By the way, these were the two seminal events of this world:  Its creation, and the creation of the universal church of Jesus Christ.

The disciples were to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


Paul speaks of the Lord, God, and the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor 12:4-7.


Paul speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ, God, and 

the Holy Spirit in 2 Cor 13:13.


Paul speaks of one Spirit, one Lord, and one God and Father in Ephesians 4:4-6.


Peter speaks of the Father, Jesus Christ and

the Holy Spirit in 1 Peter 1:3-4.11.


Jesus spoke of his Father, and the Comforter. 

John 16 and other places.
Call them what you like, but that is the picture that God has chosen to give us of Himself.  Total unity in three distinct beings.  

I have deliberately not used any quotes from Ellen White this time.  Those who oppose the doctrine of the Three-in-One know very well that she taught a Triune God.  Some have ridiculed her for that.

But I just share one as we close.

......This work began in the heavenly courts. There God decided to give human beings unmistakable evidence of the love with which He regarded them. He "so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.  {CH 222.1}  

     The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. In order fully to carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth of this love? God would make it impossible for man to say that He could have done more. With Christ He gave all the resources of heaven, that nothing might be wanting in the plan for man's uplifting. Here is love--the contemplation of which should fill the soul with inexpressible gratitude! Oh, what love, what matchless love! The contemplation of this love will cleanse the soul from all selfishness. It will lead the disciple to deny self, take up the cross, and follow the Redeemer.  {CH 222.1-2}
Brothers and sisters, great is the mystery of Godliness.  Let us rejoice in his Goodness, be open to his truth, and live in his light. 
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f moveth: Heb. creepeth
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