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Two Table Christians


Today, I want us to ponder a quotation that we have heard many times.  This is a quotation that has to do with the second advent of Christ and at first glance is about as perplexing as that found in Mat 5:48 - "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."


That quotation is from Christ's Object Lessons, p. 69: and states "Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own."


The term, "perfectly reproduced." has struck fear in the hearts of many people, some of which have taken it so far as to believe that if they eat one more cheerio than they need, they are preventing the return of the Lord. As I have pondered this statement I have come to believe that it is not describing a fanatic perfection. It is certainly not defending that false concept of "perfectionism" that perversely excuses immorality. No, no. It is talking about the perfection of our dear friend Jesus!  Once again we have gotten the attention in the wrong place, looking at ourselves. Note again what it says. "Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church." It goes on to say that "
when the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own."


I can remember a song that used to be sung quite a bit more than it is lately.  You may remember it:


Earthly pleasures vainly call me


I would be like Jesus.


Nothing worldly shall detain me


I would be like Jesus.


Be like Jesus, this my song, 


in the home and in the throng; 


Be like Jesus, all day long, 


I would be like Jesus. 


Can you think of anything in the entire universe that you would rather be, all day long, than like Jesus? If you love Him - and I believe you do love Him - I know you want to be like Him. And Jesus wants us to be like Him! "Jesus is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church."


Are you enthusiastic in your desire, by God's mercy, to be part of that "final generation" that some Adventists talk about? If everyone in it is going to be like Jesus, doesn't this mean that they are all going to be nice? Who wouldn't like to be part of a big bunch of nice people?


Jesus was nice, wasn't he? He wasn't wimpy nice, to be sure. His was niceness with guts. He had the gift of constructive confrontation. One night He dared to tell an important man like Nicodemus that even he needed to be born again! He said it in such a way that Nicodemus came to love Him for it. Another time, Jesus had the honest courage to tell a group of leading ministers, to their faces in public, that they were hypocrites; but He told them with the voice of a man who was offering to be executed in their place before the week was out.


Jesus did niceness. He spent time with people, traveled distances to help them, and went without things so He could be generous. Instead of getting cross with awkward people. He was patient and encouraged them.


Jesus was polite, courteous, and thoughtful. He was kind. Completely honest. Prompt to do the right thing. Unafraid to stand up for others. Absolutely fair. Which part of the law did those things deal with?


At the same time, He was a true Sabbath keeper, for He was "two-table" nice.


"Two-table" nice? Yes! Didn't Jesus Himself summarize the two tables of the law as two core commandments? (Matthew 22 : 37-40) "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets"


The enemy doesn't mind which table of the law we emphasize provided we neglect the other one. Had you ever thought of that?  


Two table nice" means adhering to both tables of the law, to the first four commandments about obeying God written on one table of stone, and to the other six commandments about how to treat people, written on the second table of the law. 


Some people who aren't religious pride themselves on being polite and honest. Other people who are rude and discourteous pride themselves on being very religious. Neither is better than the other. The enemy of our souls doesn't mind which table of the law we emphasize provided we neglect the other one. Jesus was both courteous and religious. He was "two-table" nice. He honored both tables of the law, the one about loving God with one's heart, soul, and strength, and also the one about loving our neighbors as ourselves.


Because God teaches us to love one another, Christ's total loyalty to His heavenly Father made Him completely unselfish. He was two-table nice. Good and nice. Even the onlooking angels, that were used to having one another be good and nice for thousands of years, were astonished at Christ's supernatural goodness and niceness.


Jesus is waiting with longing desire for the reproduction of Himself in His church!


Did you ever think that you cheat yourself by saying it can't be done? Christ's character qualifications are listed as the "fruit of the Spirit" in Galatians 5:22, 23. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. "Gal 5:24  "And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."


These characteristics are the fruit of the Spirit. They develop in people who are "born of the Spirit" (see John 3 :5)  "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."). 


People who are born of the Spirit do not experience   merely an "improvement" of their old ways, marvelous as that would be, but a "transformation of nature," says The Desire of Ages. 


"The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old. but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin. and a new life altogether. This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit. "


You were born with a sinful nature. You know this. Now please don't hang on to your sinful nature as if you were proud of it. Let God give you a new nature! Get born from above, born of the Holy Spirit, who is as divine as God Himself. Become a partaker of the divine nature.


In daily terms: When you and I are treating people wrong, it does little good to pray that we won't get irritated with them any more or say mean things. What we need is to choose, by God's grace, to have an entirely new attitude toward the people. We need a new birth on this point, a transformation of nature. 


When we find that we are selfishly indulging ourselves, it does only a little good to pray for self-control. What we need instead is to choose, by God's grace, to have an entirely new attitude toward our idol. We need a new birth on this point, a transformation of nature.


If the Sabbath seems inconvenient, or too long. or dull, let us go to God and ask for a new attitude, a new birth in respect to Sabbath keeping, a transformation of nature.


In the final analysis, choosing a new attitude by faith is the only way any of us can be among those triumphant "saints" who "keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." 

Happily, helping people make this choice is the special procedure that the Holy Spirit is dedicated to. The Spirit comes to us as the principal divine Agent in the process of sanctification, the process of becoming Christ like, of becoming nice, with guts. "Christ is waiting with longing desire for the reproduction of His character in His church." 


Don't say He will have to wait forever! That's not what the Word says to me.  1 John 3:3 says, "When He shall appear, we shall be like him"! It's a Bible promise. "It does not yet appear what we shall be. but we know that when he appears we shall be like him."


Our passage in Christ's Object Lessons, p. 69, is also a promise. "When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people. then He will come to claim them as His own."


The question that we really are asking when we wonder how these things can be is, "Is God really able to do these things?  It was a question asked over and over as people were confronted with Jesus.  It remains a crucial question today.  


In Jesus' day, it often had to do with physical manifestations.  


Mat 9:28  "And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 29  "Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you."


To a world accustomed to live by sight, the question was "Do you believe that I am able?".  In this day the question is not much different.  I have wondered in my mind, "Is God really able to take this lump of clay known as Laurie DeWitt and make him into something that relates to the two tables honorably?"


Rom 14:4  Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.


The question goes back to the last passage that we looked at.  Do we believe that He is able?


Rom 4: 20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;  21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.  22  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.


Now the thought may come to your mind, no doubt planted by the enemy, that I am such a great sinner that God cannot work with me.  We have already noted that we are indeed sinners, but Paul writes in 


Phil 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:

21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.


All things includes me, doesn't it.  And all things includes you, doesn't it.  Just like Christ was able to still the storm on Galilee, he is able to still the storms of sin and confusion in our hearts.  

Heb 7:24  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.  

25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.


Not only that, when the enemy does sneak over the edge of the wall, He is able to protect us.  


1 Cor 10:12  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 14  Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.


Heb 2:18  For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.


Note that there is one provision in this promise.  We are not to welcome the enemy in.  We don't walk into something with our eyes wide open asking the Lord's protection from temptation when we put ourselves in the way.   I can remember a couple of times that I wanted something badly.  I prayed that if the Lord wanted me to have those things that I would be able to get financing for them.  Wasn't really listening for the Lord.  And unfortunately for me, the credit went through.  


You may have noticed that there are lots of cattle around here and, every once in a while, a cow wanders off and gets lost, or you will see some standing on the road.  Ask a farmer how a cow gets lost, and chances are he will reply, "Well, the cow starts nibbling on a tuft of green grass, and when it finishes, it looks ahead to the next tuft of green grass, and when it finishes, it looks ahead to the next tuft of green grass and starts nibbling on that one, and then it nibbles on a tuft of grass right next to a hole in the fence.  It then sees another tuft of green grass on the other side of the fence, so it nibbles on that one and then goes on to the next tuft.  The next thing you know, the cow has nibbled itself into being lost." 


An angry thought which grows into angry actions.  An irritation that festers until it explodes.  A thought indulged until it becomes action. A nibble here and a nibble there until we've wondered off again.


Yet we have assurance that He is always ready to accept us.  Remember the story of the one lost sheep for which He diligently searched. In His own words He told us:


John 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.


No one can steal us from God, but we do so often wander away.  How close is this relationship that He wants to have with us?


Rom 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,   Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


The ideals that God has for our lives are so lofty that it is scaring.  And particularly if we try to gain those approaches by ourselves.  And if we think that we can, we are listening to the whisperings of the enemy.  The thing that comes through over and over is the glorious fact that it is Christ working in us that accomplishes this great work.  And if we believe that the Lord cannot accomplish what He wishes in our lives, we are listening to the whisperings of the enemy there, also.  


As God does this work in us, it is not involuntarily.  We always have choices to make.  We can never accomplish what we choose for salvation, but yet we must choose.  God is not going to hit anyone over the head and zap them into heaven without their desire for that to happen. 


Acts 20:32  begins to tell of how to begin to receive the power to reflect the likeness of Christ: And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.


James 1:21  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.


In a more graphic manner Paul describes the Christian's part in salvation.  Eph 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11  Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;


We do have a part to play.   J. Wilbur Chapman said, "My life is governed by this rule: Anything that dims my vision of Christ or takes away my taste for Bible study or cramps my prayer life or makes Christian work difficult is wrong for me, and I must, as a Christian, turn away from it." 


Again Paul gives us this idea in slightly different form. 


Eph 3:14  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

2 Cor 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:


Yes, Jesus wants to see His goodness reflected in His people.  He wants to have disciples who take Him and His promises seriously.  Disciples who do not focus upon themselves and their pitiful actions, but rather focus on the One who is able to make us 2-table Christians.  Christians who love God supremely, and mankind as God loves them.  Rather than being frightening, that should be a condition to joyously anticipate.  And today I want to claim that promise for me, my family and our congregation

BENEDICTION

Jude 1:24  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless  Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,

25  To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.
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