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Start out today by doing a little survey. 

Is change good or bad?
How many of you say good?

How many of you say bad?

How many are unsure?

How many of you like change?

How many of you are changing?

How many of you think you have no control over change in your life?

How many of you think that you do have control over your life?

How many of you would like to have more control over your life?
As a minister I have often heard the words, “But I just can’t change.  That’s just the way I am.”

You may have said something like that.

I’d like you to indulge me once more.  What do you think?

Do you have control over:

Day of your birth?

What school you attend?

Your death?

Marriage?

Divorce?

Children?

Job situation?

How people react to you?

You may be surprised to know that you have more control over change in your life than you thought, starting with your birthday.

Recent research has demonstrated that in the natural birth process, it is the baby that initiates change.  

Been a great ride, mom, but time for me to move on.  So baby releases some hormones, and voila, labor begins.  

So our birth is brought about with change that we initiate.  Amazing, isn’t it?
So you are born because you have the ability to change things.  

You want a dry diaper, you cry.  You want a bottle, you cry.  You want attention, you smile and coo.  

The reality is that in most normal circumstances we are able to get a lot of what we want through the process of change.  


And while what I say today is mostly focused on the church as a whole, individually and as a body we can apply the passage of scripture that says “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.”

Do we believe that?  Do we live our lives like that?

Let’s turn our focus to our church.  

I don’t know if any of you have read anything about the stages in church growth.  I have shared a little about this with you in the past.  Let me refresh your memory.

Where do you think that we are on this chart?

What this chart tells us is that if nothing changes, things will change. 

In other words, change is automatic, unless we change!!

So this necessitates a change in perception.

We can have unintentional change, or we can  have intentional change.  The issue is not if we as a church are going to change, but rather, are we as a church going to go to the Lord and ask him to lead positive, healthy change.

Let me give one example that is close to home.  When I came here, ¼ of the fellowship hall was taken up by the Dorcas area.  Remember that?  And we shipped a lot of clothes out of there until no one would take them.  And with the water problem there, we were continually dealing with wet moldy things.

That room was taken up with clothes, because the church had thought of itself as a small church that would not grow.  

But we had a change in vision.  What if that area could be taken up by people who were helping our church grow?  What if we started looking at ourselves as a church family that was growing?

You see, how you see yourselves will affect the actions that you take, and will result in changes one way or the other.  That will happen with or without the Lord.  But think what will happen when we are letting God lead our change!!

Motivational speaker once said, “Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you are right.”

If we fail to reach out, we are reaching for failure.
We have set out on a journey that I hope will grow and change our congregation to the glory and honor of God.  We were chosen to be one of 12 congregations in the conference to pilot this project in Arkansas-Louisiana.  There are 7 of the congregation that have begun this journey with me, and I hope that all of you will join.  

This is what we were preparing for at CYB two weeks ago.  And in 2 weeks we will begin sharing this with the rest of you who are willing.  You will be approached by one of the 7 and asked to be on their team for the weekend.  

We will have a potluck meal, and work through the afternoon at refocusing our attention on what God has called us to do.  Please, Please be there. 
Then we will continue for 4 more hours on Sunday.  We will have a brunch at 9:00 and continue with our refocusing at 9:30 or when we finish eating. 

This time is dedicated to renewing our passion for God, and recognition of what he has done for us in the past.

Brothers and sisters, we must have a change before God can work real change in our church family.

And does he want to do that?  

Let’s look at some Biblical thoughts on change.

God wants to change us from:

Carnal -----------------------           Incorruptible

Egypt   ------------------------                  Canaan

Tares ------------------------                      Wheat

Wise men -----------------            Little Children

Sitting in the market – Working in the vineyard

Ready for some more?

God wants to change us from:

Digging dirt  ------------               Finding pearls

Laodicean                                     Philadelphian
Proud ----------------------                       Humble

Faithless  -----------------------                Faithful

Barren -----------------------        

  Fruitful

Are you hearing me?

Worshipping Idols  --------- -Worshipping Jesus

Ark of covenant  ------

 Throne of God

Sinful earth  --- 


earth made new

Lost                 



     Saved

Are you still with me?

Meeting at night ----   Standing in the Sanhedrin

Did I say faithless --------


 Faithful?

Fishermen                       

  Fishers of men

Nets full of fish   ------- 
4000 baptized in a day

Dry cisterns --------  
Springs of living water

Dry Bones  ----- 

    Spirit filled warriors

Onlooker ----- 


        race runner

Denier   



         Proclaimer

Heart of stone -----   

     heart of flesh

Denying him ------------------- 
   Dying for him

Hiding in the upper room – preaching in Temple

Oh, but Pastor, I cannot do all of that!  

You can’t.  But God can.
Not by might, nor by power, but HOW?

God is calling us to positive change.

He is calling our church to positive change.  

We will change, or we will die.  Which will you choose?

Will you be ready for greatest change of all?  

“We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye…….”

I live for that.  Do you?

