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Death by Worm

Jonah 3:9  Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish?

10  Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.

4:1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.

2  So he prayed to the LORD, and said, "Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.

3  "Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!"

4  Then the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be angry?"

5  So Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city. There he made himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city.

6  And the LORD God prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for the plant.

7  But as morning dawned the next day God prepared a worm, and it so damaged the plant that it withered.

8  And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, "It is better for me to die than to live."

9  Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" And he said, "It is right for me to be angry, even to death!"

10  But the LORD said, "You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.

11  "And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left; and much livestock?"

This is the last chapter on Jonah.  We do not know a lot about him besides what we read here. 

There are some interesting traditions.  The Mosque of the Prophet Jonah is on one of the two most prominent mounds of Nineveh’s ruins, just to next to a city that we have become familiar with through the news: Mosul, Iraq.  
This mosque used to be a Nestorian-Assyrian Church before it was a mosque, and it is believed by many to be Jonah’s burial place.  

In the middle of the Mosque stood a Sepulcher, covered with a Persian carpet of silk and silver, and at the four corners, great copper candlesticks with wax tapers, besides several lamps and ostrich shells that hung down from the roof. A whale's tooth, appropriate to Jonah's well-known adventure at sea, is said to be preserved there.
 Interestingly enough, this spot is also the place where King Esarhaddon had once built a palace. This old shrine standing on the site of a Christian church is a mere stone's throw from the built-up walls and gates of Nineveh.

Jonah's story in the Koran is extremely similar to the Hebrew Bible story and describes Jonah as a righteous preacher of the message of God but a messenger who, one day, fled from his mission because of its overwhelming difficulty. 
The Koran goes on to tell how God forgave Jonah out of His mercy and kindness for the man, and because he knew that Jonah was, at heart, one of the best of men. Jonah's name is spoken of with praise and reverence by Muhammad. 
"We are brothers" Muhammad once said. "Jonah was a Prophet of God and I, too, am a Prophet of God." 
In the 6th century AD a great plague hit the Assyrians in north Mesopotamia (present day north Iraq). Assyrians were Christians at this time, and had been so since 33 AD, when according to tradition Thomas converted them only four months after the Crucifixion. Assyrians were the first converts to Christianity outside of the Apostles and Disciples.
Anyway, prayers were offered to God to help with the plague. The Assyrian church, recalling Jonah's visit to Assyria almost exactly 1000 years earlier, asked Assyrians to hold a fast for salvation, and the Assyrians did, and the plague subsided. Thus began Jonah's fast.
The Rogation of the Ninevites, as it is known, is observed by all Assyrian church denominations as well as most other Eastern churches (Maronite, Ethiopian, Coptic, Eritrean). It is a three day fast, from February 14 to 16, where no food or drink is consumed. In Assyrian tradition, on the third night, just before going to sleep, young men and woman eat a handful of parched barley and salt (called pokhoon). If the man or woman dreams of a person offering them water that will be the person they may possibly marry.

This is all interesting, but what is in it for us today?  

The chapter begins with Jonah being angry.  Very angry.  He was angry at God because in Jonah’s words, “You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.”
Jonah’s solution to this was to beg for God to take his life.  

Jonah 4:3  "Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!"

4  Then the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be angry?"
Jonah still has hope that Nineveh will be destroyed.  So he goes east of the city and puts together whatever he can to make some shelter and sits down to wait and watch.  
While he is watching, God is watching out for him.  We can relate to heat and relentless sun right now.  Jonah would have been experiencing something similar, so God prepares a vine, and evidently causes it to grow miraculously and cover the feeble structure that Jonah has been able to piece together.

The shade and the bit of moisture that it released in the air would have been refreshing to the angry prophet.  It soothed Jonah’s temper somewhat.  The story says he was grateful.

The plant lasted through the night, but early the next morning God sent a worm that damaged the plant to the point that it withered.  As the sun rises higher and higher, the plant wilts more and more.  Then God sends a wind, which further damages the plant, and soon the sun is beating mercilessly on the head of the Prophet.  

Once again Jonah wishes death for himself. This is at least the third time in the story that he has done that.  

Then we have the final exchange of the story.  

9  Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" And he said, "It is right for me to be angry, even to death!"

10  But the LORD said, "You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.

11  "And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left; and much livestock?"
Jonah had an issue that many of us have.  He had to be right.  That is not bad in itself.  But when it comes to the place where what we think and what we want is more important than what God thinks or wants, then it is a problem.

Jonah did not want Nineveh saved.  He did not want to preach destruction and then have deliverance come.  He did not want a wicked people to be saved.  He did not want to be embarrassed when his message did not result in the destruction of Nineveh.  So he runs, he hides, he pouts, he becomes angry, and he cannot deal with all that so he falls back to his old approach:  “Just let me die.”  

“Take my life. It is right for me to be so angry that I wish I were dead!”
All of that born out of a very self-centered life.  And this man was one of God’s prophets.  That should give us hope!

Then God makes his point about the gourd.  Jonah enjoyed the presence of the gourd plant, because it did something for him.  He enjoyed the shade.  He appreciated the coolness.  He liked the shelter that it gave his head from the sun.

God sends the worm, and that is all gone in a moment.  

Now God contrasts Jonah’s care and concern for a mere plant with His divine concern for 120,000 people, not to mention their livestock, who you remember, were included in the repentance of the Ninevehites.  

You see, Jonah had the truth of the message.  He knew of the mercy of God, but didn’t want to be part of that.  He had a mental understanding of how God worked, but he did not have the heart conversion that filled his life with the heart of God.  He was still working his agenda mentally and emotionally, and was not acting out the will of God for the Ninevehites.
Like the story of Job, the story of Jonah leaves everything up in the air.  There is no conclusion.  In Jonah, God is God, and that is that.  God merely reaffirms what Jonah knew already, 

…..Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.
Remember, we are Jonah, and we are Nineveh.
The Nineveh in us needs to repent from the worldliness that is within us.  The Jonah in us needs to repent of our lack of the mercy and goodness of God that we can have for the asking.  

We are all called to preach that merciful Christ in our living.  To preach Christ in our relationships.  To preach Christ through our caring.  We are called to lay aside the self centered lives that we are living and live a Christ centered life.  

This can only happen when the Nineveh in us reaches out and totally accepts Jesus Christ as the total center and focus of our lives.  

And that worm?” It can kill two things.  The worm of self can infiltrate and kill our Christian experience.  Self centeredness will ruin your relationship with Christ, even if that self centeredness is very religious and pious appearing.  The vine may bloom for a while, but it will shrivel and die if the worm is not stopped.

And what if it is a God-centered worm?  (Example: sterile maggots) It can move over various parts of the plant, and eat the dying, and feeble and frail part of the plant and leave behind a stronger, more vibrant plant that can bear the fruit that it was created to bear.  
And what do we want to strengthen?
A few short quotes from.

Those only who stand in Christ's righteousness have a sure foundation.

Believe the truth heartily. Do not stand as many of you have done, apparently wavering between dependence upon the righteousness of Christ, and dependence upon your own righteousness…… The end is near! We have no time to halt between two opinions. RH, May 27, 1890
She presents only 2 choices there…..

God has sent to his people testimonies of truth and righteousness, and they are called to lift up Jesus, and to exalt his righteousness. RH, May 27, 1890
…Messages bearing the divine credentials have been sent to God's people; the glory, the majesty, the righteousness of Christ, full of goodness and truth, have been presented; the fullness of the Godhead in Jesus Christ has been set forth among us with beauty and loveliness, to charm all whose hearts were not closed with prejudice….. RH, May 27, 1890
The work of every ambassador of Christ is to bear witness to the light. RH, May 27, 1890
God has sent his ministers out as his standard-bearers. They are to point to Jesus who takes away the sin of the world.  RH, May 27, 1890
[Some] shrink from the presentation of justification by faith, but just as soon as Christ is discovered in his true position in relation to the law, the misconception that has existed on this important matter will be removed. RH, May 27, 1890
Stephen was stoned because he preached Christ and Him crucified.

[Paul] knew by personal experience that when a sinner once beholds the love of the Father, as seen in the sacrifice of His Son, and yields to the divine influence, a change of heart takes place, and henceforth Christ is all and in all.  {CC 341.3}

It means so much more than finite minds can comprehend, to present in every missionary effort Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
Preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. This will confront Satan's lies.--Letter 34, 1896.  {Ev 169.1}

There is one great central truth to be kept ever before the mind in the searching of the Scriptures--Christ and Him crucified. Every other truth is invested with influence and power corresponding to its relation to this theme. . . . The soul palsied by sin can be endowed with life only through the work wrought out upon the cross by the Author of our salvation.  {FLB 50.2}

It is very simple.  Christ in you the (only) hope of glory.  We preach the message that we are called to preach, we live the lives that we are called to live, and let Jesus take care of the results.  

And how do you do that? In your lives, in your devotions, get to know Jesus.  Seek out the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.  Get up each morning determined to know Jesus better when you go to sleep than when you woke up.  Think of him, sing of him, talk to him, share about him.  
Do that, and you will be the witness that God wanted Jonah to be.  

Is that your desire today?  To know him, and then to share him. To consistently uphold the risen Savior.  To point people to the uplifted Savior.
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