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Foundation
◄►Last time that I spoke here, the topic was the second coming of Jesus Christ.  That was about why he was coming.  Today I want to talk about how he is coming.  And by that I don’t mean the usual explanations about trumpets and lightning and shouts, and glory.  I want to talk of that process that is the process that the individual will go through in some form before he or she is ready for the second coming.  

We have just celebrated the 500 year anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation.  We tend to think of the Reformation beginning with Luther, or maybe the earlier martyrs like Huss and Tyndale.  But the true cause of the Reformation was brought on by the Holy Spirit moving powerfully among people who allowed his work to take place in their lives.

The first step in any kind of a reformation is the understanding that we, or our church, or our family are in need.  That need can be just about anything.  It may be as simple as deciding that our expenditures are not in alignment with our in income.  Therefore some changes need to be made to bring things into balance.
That step may be a realization that our relationships have become adversarial rather than loving.  There needs to be something done.

But the first step to any reform or progress in life is an understanding that something is rotten in Denmark.  

◄►Adam and Eve in the garden, when they had been convinced that disobeying God’s will was the proper thing to do, none the less did not feel very good about their new found knowledge.  
As soon as God came on the scene, He whom they loved to be with suddenly became the one who had to be avoided at all costs at the fear for their lives. And so they hid from God. (As if that were even possible).

But things were more clear cut as far as conscience went, because they were closer in time to God.
◄►Over 3000 years later, we have King David committing adultery, executing murder, and covering it up with no apparent feelings of sin, until the prophet Nathan stands before him and paints a picture of what is really going on, of how fallen he really is.

At this point one of several things could have happened.

David could have killed the prophet on the premise that if you cut off the message it ceases to exist.  

Or he could have excused his behavior and go on with his life.

He could have said, “Well every one is doing it.” And moved on.  

◄►But when his perfidy was laid out before him, the Holy Spirit convicted him powerfully, and he responded by seeing the enormity of the sin he had committed, and recoiled with disgust at who he really was.
This is reflected in the 51st Psalm.
Only then could the healing that came along with repentance take place.

So the first step to being ready for heaven is to realize that we absolutely, positively, unequivocally, are completely, thoroughly, evil in our natures.

◄►Paul in the book of Romans outlines this for us.  The gentiles are irredeemably wicked.  Those who judge the wicked are wicked.  Those who claim to be righteous are wicked. The ceremonies that we do to show our goodness are wicked.  If you uphold righteousness in a wicked way, you are wicked.
Romans 3:10-18 (NKJV) 
10  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11  There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 
12  They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one." 
13  "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips"; 
14  "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." 
15  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16  Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
17  And the way of peace they have not known." 
18  "There is no fear of God before their eyes." 

◄►If we refuse to see a problem there is no way to cure that problem.  

How many of you find your live spiraling out of control?  How many of you are proud of everything that you do or say? How may of you, when you stop to examine yourselves really trust your motives and decisions?  How many of you have become proud of the progress you think you are making towards heaven?  

◄►Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV) 
9  "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 
Whoa, pastor, you may want to say right now.  

But let me assure you, the situation in your lives, what ever it is, is evil beyond description if you dare pull back the curtain and look at it honestly.

But the bad news is the beginning of good news.

◄►Jesus did not come to save the righteous, but the wicked.  And since not one of is righteous, that means Jesus came to save us.  But first we need to recognize that we need salvation.  

We often say that a substance abuser has to hit rock bottom before they desire change.  It is no different with any other sin, particularly, the most acceptable ones such as pride and selfishness....  

If we are proud in any way, we have no hope of salvation until we realize that our pride is vanity and build on foundations of soap bubbles.  And I could go on.

But do you get my point?
You are not ready for the gospel until you realize how much you need it, though it is always available.  And the ultimate expression of the depths of sin is the fact that we cannot deal with it.  We can cover it up, ignore it, minimize it, excuse it, deny it, but until the enormity or our evil hits us between the eyes, we can not realize the extent of the hold that sin has on us. 
◄►Dealing with sin had to be done by the death of one who was sinless, spotless, perfect, in every thought, and action, for all of his life.  And that spotless Lamb of God had to be scorned, whipped, spat upon, falsely accused, and finally hung naked on a cross where nothing could be hidden from view until he died because of my sin.  Because of the iniquity that dwells here. (My heart)
Yet in that sacrifice, we have hope.  We have the only hope possible in a world that promises so much and delivers nothing in the long run.
The Bible refers to that hope as the blessed hope.

◄►Jesus came to die for me, a sinner.  He came to die for me in addiction.  My addiction to self, to sin, to my pride, to my feelings of superiority.  To my sin.  Not sins.  But SIN.  

You see the problem is not what I do.  The problem is what I am.  

◄►And in the most lopsided deal of the universe, Jesus makes a deal with us that is unbelievable.  Jesus takes the evil that is within us upon himself, and gives us his righteousness in exchange for our evil.  

He became sin for us.

That is why we can be offered  a new heart, a new life, a new relationship, a new Heaven, and a new earth.
◄►Are you tired of trying to take this old sow’s ear and make a silk purse?  Does it make you weary?  Are you tired of falling to the same temptation over and over?  
Well that is why we have a Savior.

But we make it too hard, sometimes.

We hear talk of justification, or sanctification.  We hear of changed lives and long for them.  But we make it too hard.  We try to do what we cannot, and try not to let God do what he does best.

◄►Peter walking on the water…  elaborate

◄►Peter got right to the essence of practical theology.  “Lord help me!!!!”

He didn’t say, well now, there are three steps that I must go through so that I can ask for help, and then I must set the foundation in my life for God to work and then if I get all of that right then Jesus can come into my life and I might have a chance for salivation.  
Of course he would have been dead by then.  

"Lord help me."  That is the cry that speeds all of the glory of heaven to our salvation.

This was the cry of Luther as he worked his way through scripture.

◄►Luther hated God, because God punishes sin.  And if you cannot overcome sin, then you have a problem with God.  BTW, that’s why many are atheist today.  They cannot handle what God stands for, so they have to get rid of him.

Back to Luther.  As he beheld the Lamb of God, he lost his fear of God, and the love of God began to fill his heart.  

And the spread of the reformation was fueled by the concept that sinful man could cry out for themselves and be confident that the king of the universe wanted to answer the cries for salvation, and had already done everything necessary for the salvation of mankind except for one thing.  That one single thing was the necessity of the one in desperate straits to call out in some form for salvation.
That plea may take some strange forms.

◄►Luke 8:26-36 (NKJV) 
26  Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. 
27  And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. 
28  When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!" 
29  For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness. 
30  Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many demons had entered him. 
31  And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. 
32  Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. 
33  Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned. 
34  When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 
35  Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 
36  They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed.

The demoniac.  A curse was a plea.
And this man cursing God had more faith than the disciples who had just panicked at a storm on the Sea of Galilee.  Think about that.
God reads the heart.  He answers beyond the wildest dreams.  A heart is changed. A missionary is born.  
This is a dramatic version of what happens to the one who fully feels his need, who begins to comprehend the magnitude of the gift.  There is a change from the inside that cannot be accomplished through human will.  
◄►There is a great need in the Christian church.  That need, ironically enough, is Jesus Christ.  We plan, we work, but we see little of what we claim that we want to see.

Well maybe if we worked a little harder.  Maybe if we were a little more righteous.  Maybe if our standards were held a little higher.  Maybe if we would do all these things, the church would change.  

But may I suggest that rather than the church needing us to work harder, it needs us to be resting more and more in the salvation that Jesus has provided for us so richly.  

◄►We are invited to come to Jesus and experience rest.  Anyone tired?  Anyone weary of the struggle against evil?  

If so, how many times have we run to Jesus, maybe in a manner that may seem inappropriate?  How many times have we thrown ourselves at his feet, begging him for deliverance?  How many times have we realized that all we have to give up is our chains, our torn clothes, our home in the grave yard, and our frazzled minds?

You see brothers and sisters, while God is eager to send Jesus to bring us home, he does not wait for that event to give us all that we need.  He wants us to have peace now.  He wants us to live in harmony now.  He wants us to begin experiencing the kingdom now.  Not in its physical fullness now, but in it’s spiritual fullness.
◄►God’s kingdom comes through the ministering of his Holy Spirit.  Through that gift, we have Jesus now.  Through that gift, we can experience the grace that brings peace and calmness to our lives.  Through that we become citizens of a New Kingdom.
That gift is received by faith, and that faith is promised to us as a gift!!

◄►And that gift works change in our lives.  That which we clung to before that was to our detriment, is now gently pushed aside by the working of God’s Spirit.  The old is pushed out by the new.  We can now reverse the lament of Paul, that which I will to do…

◄►Romans 7:15-25 (NKJV) Revised.....
15  For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I used to do, that I do not practice; but what I used to hate, that I do. 
16  If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 
17  But now, it is no longer I who do it, but Christ that dwells in me. 
18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) Christ dwells; for to will is present with me, but he  performs what is good in me. 
19  For the evil that I will to do, I do not do; but the good I do not do from my nature, that I practice. 
22  For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 
24  O blessed man that I am! Thank God he has delivered me from this body of death!
25  I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but now with Christ I live in his goodness.

We begin loving what God loves.  Our heart beats with his.  And we begin to see the natural process of kingdom-making within us.  And it is beautiful.
◄►But it starts with a plea, "Lord Save Me!" and a grain of faith to believe that he will do what he promised.

Do you want to make that plea today?  Is God's Spirit speaking to you, calling you, impressing you?  Can you say with me. "Lord save me?"
If you have never done that before I would like for you just to raise your hand right now.  If you have sought out the Lord before I am not talking to you.  If you have never called out to Jesus before, Just raise your hand.  If you are ready for him to reign in your life, raise your hand.  If you feel like you need some help with this, please come up to the front and we will talk about it after the hymn.

Now if you have made that plea before, and you want to renew it, I invite you to raise your hand right now.  ..............................
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