Things I have learned this week:
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Week 2

This week we will look at the more traditional gifts recognized in the church.  These gifts are often referred to as talents, and the two terms can be used in the same way.  While these gifts are important and can lead us to enjoy worship more, they are not the most important gifts that the church has.  

Before you begin reading, take a moment and list the gifts or talents that you think of first.
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Sunday’s lesson
1. What gift did David have that influenced Saul to bring him into the palace?  1 Samuel 16:18,23.


_________________________________________________

Note the connection between music and emotional state here.  David’s music soothed Saul.  Consider for a moment the place of music in our worship services.  

2. What is music to accomplish?

3. What feelings should it bring about?

4.  Besides playing music, what other gift did David have?  

II Chronicles 29:30.

5. What book of the Bible contains many of David’s songs?

PRAY   that God will help you to use your gifts to bring about peace.

NOTES: 

Friday’s Lesson

Paul is the one who tells us the most about our Lord’s promises of the Holy Spirit and the gifts that He was to bring.  As Saul, he had gone after the church with a vengeance.  As Paul, his zeal retained the same level, only for Christ.  

1.  When Paul was healed after his conversion, what did he do immediately?  Acts 9:20: ______________________________

2. Is there a danger in waiting to act after we become convicted?

READ Acts 8:26-40.  

3.  How openly did the Spirit work in Philip’s ministry? ______

_____________________________________________

4.  Had you ever thought of the Spirit taking possession of you to the point where he could transport you physically? ________

5.  Why was the Spirit given in this instance?  ______________

READ Acts 15:6-29.  Many people think that when the Holy Spirit works He does so with no order or organization.  The leaders of the growing church were filled with the Spirit.  

6.  What did they do to solve some thorny problems? Vs 6_____________________________________________

7.  What was the crowning argument for the acceptance of the gentiles into the church?  Vs 8 _________________________

8.  What was the result of this “conference” and how did the church react?  Vss 23-31  ______________________________


God is not opposed to organization.  He has always had a people who were not afraid to identify themselves with God’s way of doing things.  He makes it clear that some of the gifts are given for leadership and organization.

9.  How do you think God regards those who reject any organization that He might have appointed?  Numbers 12:1-10

PRAY   that the Spirit will show you how to support those who work full time for God’s church.
Thursday’s lesson

Gifts for growing a church.

Today we look at the gifts that helped grow the church.  We can not note them all but let’s look at some outstanding instances.

READ Acts 2:44-47.

1.  What gift (s) do you see here? ________________________

2.  Do we see this kind of activity in the church today?  ______

READ Acts 4:13,31  

3.  What gift is exercised in these passages?  _______________

READ Acts 6:8.

4.  Out of what gifts did Stephen perform miracles?  _________


and _______________.

READ Acts 9:25-27.

5.  What gift did Barnabas have that kept Paul from being rejected by the infant church?  __________________________

READ Acts 9:36.

The gospel was not just preached by apostles.  The everyday lives of people testified to the beauty of the Gospel.

6.  What gift did Dorcus have that made her so loved in her community?  ________________________________________

7.  Do you think that in the last days, the gifts of the Spirit that are showered down will be much broader than we expect? _________

PRAY   for the gifts of the Spirit to be rained down on our congregation for the glory of God.



Friday’s lesson

Gifts for a growing church - 2

Monday’s lesson

Since gifts come from God’s Holy Spirit, we should be able to get a sense of the place of music in the church by looking into Heaven.  

1.  The best place in Scriptures to get an idea of this is in the book of Revelation.  Look in Revelation chapters 4, 5, 7, 12, 14, 15

2.  What place does music have in Heaven?  _______________

3.  What is the subject of singing in Heaven?  ​​​______________

4.  To whom is most of the singing directed?  ______________

5.  A well known instance of singing is found in Luke 2:13,14.  Who was singing and why? ​​​____________________________

6. Read Luke 15:5,6.  Do you think that singing is part of the Shepherd’s rejoicing?  _____________________________

PRAY   that your gifts will be used to bring  praise to Jesus Christ.

NOTES:

Tuesday’s lesson

Today we are going to look at gifts that were exercised in the Exodus and in the building of the Tabernacle.  READ Exodus 4:14-16 carefully.  Try to put yourself into the picture.  

1. What was Moses afraid of?  _________________________

2. What upbringing did Moses have that should have prepared 

him for the task that God gave him? ______________________

3. Whom did God say would speak for Moses? ____________

4. Did Aaron have to speak for Moses very much?  _________

Moses had the gift of speaking, but he was unsure of himself after his 40 years with sheep.  God gave him a job to do.  He sent Aaron to help him do the job, then gave him the boldness to exercise his gift without needing Aaron to do it for him.  

5.  What does this tell you about how God works for you?

READ Exodus 36:1-7.  ________________________________


​​_____________________________________________

5. What is the most astounding thing about this passage to you?  ___________________________________________

7.  What gift did the entire congregation display at this time?


_____________________________________________

8. When God’s people exercise the gifts that they have, does He help them abundantly?  __________________________

9. What do you expect from God?

PRAY   that God will help you to reflect His generous spirit to your friends, family, and acquaintances.

NOTES:

Wednesday’s lesson

Today we are going to look at how some gifts were exercised in the New Testament.

I believe that some of the things we see may surprise you.  We discussed one before, the widow who gave the two little coins.  There are others also.  

READ Matthew 21:12-16.  Picture in your mind the whole event.  The chaos, the noise of selling, the haggling of the merchants.  

Then imagine the scene as the temple quieted down: the murmur of praise, the sound of the children singing.

1.  How do you think that the voices of little children in praise made Jesus feel?  _____________________________________

2.  What does this tell us about the part children should play in our church services? __________________________________

3.  Do children have spiritual gifts? ______________________

4.  How do you think that we should encourage children to exercise their gifts?  __________________________________

READ Mark 7:25-30.

5.  What gift did this heathen woman have that many of God’s people did not have?  _________________________________

6.  If Jesus had responded to you as He did to her, knowing your personality, how would you have responded?  ______________

PRAY   that God will give you the faith to hold on to His promises no matter what happens.

NOTES:







