Things I have learned this week:

Week 5 – Gifts for All

READ 1 Corinthians 12:1-13:1 and Romans 12  to get an overview for the week.
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Sunday’s lesson

READ 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 carefully. Paul mentions 3 different things in describing how the Holy Spirit gives out gifts.

1.  What are the three different areas that the Holy Spirit aids us?
Different ___________________________ vs.4


Different ___________________________ vs. 5


Different ___________________________ vs. 6

2. What differences do you see between the above mentioned?


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________

3.  Who is involved with giving these blessings?


..the same _________________  vs. 4


..the same _________________  vs. 5


..the same _________________  vs. 6

We are accustomed to associating the gifts only with the Holy Spirit.  But here, we find, as in all other spiritual matters that the entire Godhead plays a part. 

4.  Having said that, what person of the Godhead interacts with us individually?  _____________________________________

5.  What is given to all?  ___________________________ vs. 7

6.  Why are these gifts given?  ______________________  vs.7

PRAY   that you will listen to God’s Spirit as He instructs you on the Gifts that you have been given.

Friday’s lesson:  READ this and meditate on it for a few moments

I have resisted making any quotations outside of scripture, but I must share one with you, as I think it will give you heart.

The Power of the Holy Spirit Awaits Our Demand and Reception.

Just prior to his leaving his disciples for the heavenly courts, Jesus encouraged them with the promise of the Holy Spirit. This promise belongs as much to us as it did to them, and yet how rarely it is presented before the people, and its reception spoken of in the church. In consequence of this silence upon this most important theme, what promise do we know less about by its practical fulfillment than this rich promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, whereby efficiency is to be given to all our spiritual labor? The promise of the Holy Spirit is casually brought into our discourses, is incidentally touched upon, and that is all. Prophecies have been dwelt upon, doctrines have been expounded, but that which is essential to the church in order that they may grow in spiritual strength and efficiency, in order that the preaching may carry conviction with it. and souls be converted to God, has been largely left out of ministerial effort. This subject has been set aside, as if some time in the future would be given to its consideration. Other blessings and privileges have been presented before the people until a desire has been awakened in the church for the attainment of the blessing promised of God; but the impression concerning the Holy Spirit has been that this gift is not for the church now, but that at some time in the future it would be necessary for the church to receive it. This promised blessing, if claimed by faith, would bring all other blessings in its train, and it is to be given liberally to the people of God. Through the cunning devices of the enemy the minds of God's people seem to be incapable of comprehending and appropriating the promises of God. They seem to think that only the scantiest showers of grace are to fall upon the thirsty soul. The people of God have accustomed themselves to think that they must rely upon their own efforts, that little help is to be received from heaven; and the result is that they have little light to communicate to other souls who are dying in error and darkness. The church has long been contented with little of the blessing of God; they have not felt the need of reaching up to the exalted privileges purchased for them at infinite cost. Their spiritual strength has been feeble, their experience of a dwarfed and crippled character, and they are disqualified for the work the Lord would have them to do. They are not able to present the great and glorious truths of God's holy word that would convict and convert souls through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The power of God awaits their demand and reception. A harvest of joy will be reaped by those who sow the holy seeds of truth. "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."  Special Testimony to Our Ministers. No. 2 -PR- 03 -PG- 23 

Thursday’s lesson--God’s Hierarchy

READ 1 Corinthians 12:28-30.  

Remember, this is God’s list.  In it he places the gifts in order of their usefulness to the church.  

1.  First  ______________________

2.  Second _____________________

3.  Third  ______________________

4.  Fourth _____________________

5.  Fifth  ______________________

6. Sixth _______________________

7. Seventh _____________________

8. Eighth ______________________

Note again that this is God’s list.

9.  Does God love people any more because of the gift they are given?  ________________

10.  Are people with certain gifts any more saved than those with other gifts?

Read 1 Corinthians 13.  

11.  What gift supercedes all the others?  __________________

12.  As you read 1 Corinthians 13 do you see any sign of a weak Christianity?  __________

13.  Support your answer. ______________________________


_____________________________________________

14.  If you exercise this “super-gift,” do you think it will make up for any other deficiencies that you may have with other gifts?  ____________________

15.  If you exercise the “super-gift” will people even notice that you may fall behind in some of the other gifts?  _____________

I hope that this series of studies has helped you know just a bit of what God wants to share with you.  His desire is that you receive His gifts in abundance, and that you use them in His church to His honor and glory.

Monday’s lesson

READ 1 Corinthians 12: 8-10.

1.  List the gifts that are described here:


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________

2.  How do these compare with the gifts described in Romans 12?  


3.  What differences to you see? ________________________


____________________________________________

4.  What similarities to you see?  ________________________


_____________________________________________

5.  Circle the gifts under No. 1 that you think that you may have.

READ Galatians 5:14, 22, 23.

6.  Is there a difference between the fruit of the Spirit and the Gifts of the Spirit?  __________________________________

7.  From this passage does it appear to you that the fruit of the 
Spirit is something that is given to all?

8.  Give your reasons why or why not?

9.  Can you imagine a Spirit filled person without the fruit mentioned in Galatians 5?

PRAY   that the fruit of God’s Spirit will be seen in your life.

NOTES:

Tuesdays lesson -- It’s not a free for all……
The working of God is above and beyond us.  It is our privilege to accept what God brings to us, and use it to His glory.

READ 1 Corinthians 12:11.

1.  Is it right to demand a particular gift, or to tell someone they have to receive a particular gift?   ________________________

READ Hebrews 2:4.

2.  How does God’s Spirit distribute the gifts?  _____________

Anyone who teaches that every person must receive exactly the same gift is not preaching truth. 

3.  What is the danger of emphasizing one gift to the exclusion of the others?  ______________________________________

4.  Does excluding some gifts, or over-emphasizing other gifts create a dynamic church?  _____________________________

5.  Where have we as a church tended to put our emphasis, and what gifts have we tended to play down?  _________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________

6. Are there some gifts of the Spirit that you are uncomfortable with?  

____________

7.  Is that good, bad, or neutral?  ________________________

READ Romans 11:20.

8.  What does this text mean to you?  _____________________


_____________________________________________

PRAY   that you will follow the Spirit in a balanced way, letting Him lead you.

Wednesday’s lesson

READ 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.

1.  Describe your place in the body of Christ.  Would it be a knee, an eye, a hand, a toe?  __________________________


___________________________________________

2.  Why do you choose that part?  _____________________

___________________________________________

3.  What would happen to the body if your part were not there, or were not functioning healthily?  _____________________


___________________________________________

READ verse 13 again.

4.  Who brings us into the body?  ______________________

5.  What happens when the parts of the body to not allow themselves to be led by the Spirit?  _____________________

6.  Who formed the body?  Vs 24.  _____________________

7.  How much of the body is healthy if part of the body is sick? Vs 26.  ___________________________________________

8.  In light of the above, what new meaning does the phrase “We are our brother’s keeper?” take on? __________________


_____________________________________________

9.  Keeping in mind the analogy of the body, which parts of the body do you see as sick or missing in our congregation?  


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________

10.  Why?  __________________________________________

PRAY   for all of the body that it will be strong and healthy so that God can be praised.

